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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community.  
 
We thank you in advance for your time 
and interest regarding the homeless issues 
within our city of Indianapolis and the 
state of Indiana. We understand that 
these issues will become very 
controversial for some, yet eye-opening 
for others.  
 
Our goal via this newsletter is to raise 
awareness and educate those who 
genuinely want to understand the plight of 
the less fortunate, while answering those 
negative stereotypes and lethal 
misrepresentations of homelessness that 
promote propaganda, apathy, and a great 
deal of hostility towards the homeless 
community. These cynical attitudes, 
unfortunately, continue to hinder the 
effective policy making that will help move 
the homeless out of homelessness. 
 
Excited about this wonderful opportunity 
to lift our voices to those that seek the 
truth, this newsletter is presented in a six 
(6) part format. After our monthly 
greeting, we feature a homeless issue 
abroad and how it is impacting the 

 
 
 
 
 
general population of homelessness.  
 
Then we recognize a group or an agency 
that currently serves the homeless 
community. In this issues we recognize -
Robert’s Park United Methodist Church. 
Located downtown Indy, this organization 
provides key resources to those that are 
really in need. Next, we challenge our 
audience regarding different aspects of 
homelessness in the “Did you know” 
section, highlighting factual information 
that is rarely know to the general public.  
 
Following, we take a question about 
homelessness from our website (via the 
enquiring minds of the general public) and 
answer it based on what is acceptable 
(and legal, of course) within the scope of 
the homeless community. Lastly, we focus 
on a main story or issue that directly 
affects the homeless community here in 
Indy. In this issue, we do a re-print of Erica 
D. Smith’s article regarding panhandling. 
We believe she certainly sum the issues up 
extremely well – Thank you Erica!   
 
We hope you enjoy our work!   
 

 
 
The Working Homeless? 
Did you know that sixty percent (60%) of 
the homeless population here in Indy have 
jobs? Check out what we found. (Page 4) 
 

 
Panhandling 
Erica D. Smith wrote a lovely article 
regarding panhandling that we had to do a 
re-print! (Page 6) 
 

 
Criminalizing Homelessness 
Shocking decision by Columbia, S.C.(Page 2) 
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IN THE NEWS! 
By: Eleanor Goldburg 
(http://huff.to/1q51uII) 
 
 
City council members in Columbia, S.C., 
recently voted unanimously to 
criminalize homelessness. 
Concerned that Columbia has become a 
“magnet for homeless people,” and that 
businesses and the area’s safety are 
suffering as a result, council members 
agreed on Aug. 14 to give people on the 
streets the option to either relocate, or 
get arrested, according to the 
city’s “Emergency Homeless Response” 
report. 
 
Cooperative homeless people will be 
given the option to go to a remote 240-
person bed emergency shelter, which will 
be open from September to March. The 
shelter will also be used as a drop-off for 
people recently released from prison and 
jail, too. 
 
A hotline will be set up for passersby to 
“report” a homeless person that needs to 
be removed, additional police will be 
dispensed to monitor the streets and 
vans will escort the homeless to the 
shelter. 
 
While some advocates have decried the 
decision, council members say it’s a 
“temporary” solution that will eventually 
lead to a more sound resolution. 
 
"This is stopgap," Councilman Cameron 
Runyan told WISTV. "This is going to 
open up a window of opportunity for us 
to come together as a community to 
develop a long-term response to this 
problem. This problem has plagued us for 
a generation and a half at least." 
 
But even this “temporary fix” presents 
some unaddressed issues. 
 
For one, there are an estimated 1,621 
homeless people living in Columbia and 
the surrounding area, 25 percent of 
whom are members of families with 
children, a figure that could overwhelm 
the designated shelter. 
 
Advocates are also concerned about the 
fact that these homeless people will, in 
essence, be “locked up” upon arrival. 

According to ThinkProgress, clients at 
the shelter will not be allowed to leave 
the premises without permission and a 
police officer will stand guard at the road 
leading to the building. 
 
“[This is the] most comprehensive anti-
homeless measure that [I have] ever seen 
proposed in any city in the last 30 
years,” Michael Stoops, Director of 
Community Organizing at the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, told 
ThinkProgress. “Using one massive 
shelter on the outskirts to house all a 
city’s homeless is something that has 
never worked anywhere in the country.” 
 
Wayne Fields, CEO of the Oliver Gospel 
Mission in Columbia, told The Huffington 
Post that a lot of people are “unhappy” 
about the decision and whether they 
intended to or not, the council members 
are giving off an alarming message to the 
homeless community. 
 
“The impression this gives is that they 
don’t want homeless people in Columbia 
at all,” said Fields who was away when 
the decision was handed down, but said 
the organization that’s been serving the 
community for 25 years has gotten a 
number of calls from concerned donors. 
 
Fields also noted that while such a drastic 
decision may be directed to homeless 
people who aren’t open to getting help, 
it may actually drive away clients who 

are trying to get their lives back on track 
and will interfere with agencies, like his, 
that are making a difference. 
But a number of other cities have taken 
such punitive measures as of late. 
 
Just last month, Tampa Bay, Fla., passed 
an ordinance, which will allow police to 
arrest people sleeping on the streets and 
put them behind bars. 
 
There, many argued that such a measure 
both punishes the taxpayers and the 
homelessness. 
 
"It costs roughly $50 a day to incarcerate 
one homeless person for one day. And 
during the last homeless count that took 
place, we had 356 homeless people in 
jail,"Amanda Mole, editor of the Tampa 
Epoch, told HuffPost Live. "With those 
numbers we spent about 6.6 million 
dollars a year in Hillsborough County 
alone just on incarcerating the 
homeless." 
 
Columbia will likely also face some 
financial struggles as a result of its 
decision to criminalize homelessness. 
 
According to the homelessness report, 
running the shelter 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week for seven months straight 
will cost the city $1.7 million. But the 
emergency plan has so far budgeted only 
$500,000. 
 

http://huff.to/1q51uII
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/city_council/downloads/08_13_2013_Agenda_Items/Emergency_Homeless_Response_13_August_2013.pdf
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/city_council/downloads/08_13_2013_Agenda_Items/Emergency_Homeless_Response_13_August_2013.pdf
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/city_council/downloads/08_13_2013_Agenda_Items/Emergency_Homeless_Response_13_August_2013.pdf
http://www.columbiasc.net/depts/city_council/downloads/08_13_2013_Agenda_Items/Emergency_Homeless_Response_13_August_2013.pdf
http://www.wistv.com/story/23150883/city-proposal-addresses-homeless-in-downtown-area
http://www.wistv.com/story/23150883/city-proposal-addresses-homeless-in-downtown-area
http://www.columbiafamilyshelter.org/homeless-facts.html
http://www.columbiafamilyshelter.org/homeless-facts.html
http://www.columbiafamilyshelter.org/homeless-facts.html
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://thinkprogress.org/justice/2013/08/20/2496741/columbia-criminalize-homeless/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/tampa-bay-criminalizes-homelessness_n_3652701.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/tampa-bay-criminalizes-homelessness_n_3652701.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/tampa-bay-criminalizes-homelessness_n_3652701.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/tampa-bay-criminalizes-homelessness_n_3652701.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/25/tampa-bay-criminalizes-homelessness_n_3652701.html
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However, some downtown business 
owners say that it’s time to pour more 
money into tackling the problem, since 
homelessness advocates have been 
"wasting" their resources. 
“As small business owners on Main Street 
we see first hand how the homeless crisis 
is affecting the city,” Jessica and Joe 
Kastner, owners of Paradise Ice, said 
according to the report. “Unfortunately it 
seems the people who make their living 

off of caring for the homeless are the 
ones making all the noise at these 
meetings. They've had 20 years to fix the 
problem and it has only gotten worse 
thus ensuring their paychecks stay safe. 
Please think about the everyday citizens, 
the revitalization of Columbia and the 
safety of everyone.” 

IN THE NEWS  
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Special Thanks! 
 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to recognize Roberts 
Park United Methodist Church. Located at 401 North Delaware 
Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, in the heart of downtown.  
This organization has truly played a key role for people in need 
of resources and services. The outreach programs are just 
awesome!  
 
We also would like to thank the many volunteers that give 
their time and energy to all the programs that assist in helping 
the homeless community. Lastly, we thank all the great people 
and originations that have partner up with Roberts Park 
offering additional needed resources.  
 
With the motto of “lending a helping hand to our downtown 
neighbors,” we can whole heartedly say they have definitely 
been that neighbor for us in our time of need. For this we say – 
Thank you!  
 

For more information about Roberts Park check out the link below. 
(http://www.robertsparkumc.org/) 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.robertsparkumc.org/
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Limited Skills 
For those with limited skills or experience, job 
opportunities that pay living wages are scarce. 

 

Homeless workers 
For many homeless with jobs, limited hours 
combined with minimum wages provide no 
escape from living on the streets.   

HOMELESS FACT 
 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs. 

  

40% 
What do the other forty percent (40%) of the 
homeless do for money?  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation for the answer. 

 
 
 

 

 

Did you know that 60% of the 
homeless population here in Indy have 
jobs? With the help of the Polis 
Centers recently released study 
“Trends in Poverty” 
(http://www.savi.org/savi/documents/
Trends_in_Poverty.pdf) combined 
with “The Annual Homeless 
Assessment Report” 
(https://www.onecpd.info/resources/d
ocuments/AHAR-2013-Part1.pdf), we 
(the Creative Change Project) were 
able to establish a framework for the 
homeless population here in our state. 
Then identified that the majority of the 
homeless population, here in Indy, is a 
working population.  
 
One of our research strategies was 
offering bus tickets or temporary 
transportation to those who could 
verify employment. Another was 
offering short-term accommodation 
until working individuals received their 
first paycheck. And finally, we assisted 
with rent deposits for those who were 
seeking housing but living on the 
streets. These tools allowed us to 
pinpoint those that were working.  
 
Participants made it very clear during 
the research process that their 
homelessness could not be revealed to 
their employers.  
 
Experiences had proven that many 
businesses/companies looked down on 
employees that were homeless and 
perceived “the situation” to be a sign 

of incompetency. Therefore, with 
Indiana being an “at-will-employment” 
state many reported that they had lost 
jobs in the past after it was discovered 
they were homeless.  
 
The types of jobs that the homeless 
procured included but were not limited 
to busing tables, washing dishes, valet 
parking, food delivery, lawn care, 
maintenance, trash removal, wait 
staff, painting, event set-up, ticket 
scalpers and weekly auction driving.  
 
Unfortunately, the minimum wage 
coupled with limited working hours 
has become a barrier for the working 
homeless. Although all of our 
participants had jobs none had full-
time jobs with benefits. There were 
however those who work full time 
hours and 
overtime hours 
but the 
employment 
was seasonal 
only – 
Amazon.com 
would be a great example. So, the 
maximum working hours ranged from 
15 to 20 hours per week.  
 
After these findings, we sought those 
that may have worked more than one 
job. Interestingly, we found that the 
majority of the homeless avoided dual  
 
 

Did you know 
By: The Creative Change Project 

Different types of jobs worked by 
the homeless. See pictures on the 
left. 

http://www.savi.org/savi/documents/Trends_in_Poverty.pdf
http://www.savi.org/savi/documents/Trends_in_Poverty.pdf
https://www.onecpd.info/resources/documents/AHAR-2013-Part1.pdf
https://www.onecpd.info/resources/documents/AHAR-2013-Part1.pdf
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employment. The income from the 
first job was largely absorbed  
by the transportation and meal cost 
required by the second job. Moreover, 
it was reported that it was somewhat 
difficult finding two jobs that would 
not have overlapping hours.  
 

We did however find what seemed to 
be a common resolution, among the 
homeless, for low income earnings. 
Many supplemented their 
employment income by donating 
plasma.  
 
 

For more information on “the working 
homeless,” contact us for a Cultural 
Competence Presentation.  

DID YOU KNOW?  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

QUESTION? 
 
I am a seventeen (17) year old female, if I became 
homeless (hypothetically), what would be the first thing 
I would need to do or know? 

First, thank you for the question. 
For your situation, that is being 
17 years old, you would not be 
considered homeless in our city 
but rather a runaway (unless you 
have been legally emancipated). 
In the State of Indiana, minors 
are not permitted to live on the 
streets. This also applies to the 
city of Indianapolis.  

 
Hypothetically, if you were facing 
issues at home that were forcing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
you to consider leaving, the best 
resource for you would be – 
Stopover, Inc. 

(http://www.stopoverinc.org/contact/). Stopover, 
Inc. is a crisis shelter for youth that provides 
transitional living and support.  
 
We have seen many young women (18+) come to 
the streets as a way to escape whatever was 
happening at home. Sad to say, the living situation 
on the streets becomes “equal to” if not “worse 
than” what was happening in their home.  
 
So, we encourage you to reach out to Outreach 
Inc. or someone you really trust (teachers, school 
counsellors, small group leader etc.). Or, if you 
just need to talk some things through email us 
again and we will point you in the right direction.   

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stopoverinc.org/contact/
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Erika D. Smith: Tougher 
panhandling law would hurt 
Indy’s urban fabric  
By: Erika D. Smith (re-print from Star News December 11, 2013) 

 

 
 
This snowy afternoon was like any 
other in Downtown Indianapolis. On 
my way to get coffee, I walked by a 
handful of panhandlers.  
 
This time, it was on Monument Circle. 
They sat passively. One man had a sign. 
The other, a cup. Yet another, a woman, 
appeared to be knitting. This time, I 
didn’t drop any change in the cup. 
Sometimes I do. Either way, as always, 
I heard: “Thank you. Have a nice day. 
God bless!”  
 
Week after week, year after year, I’ve 
watched this happen. I hardly pay 
attention to it anymore. And judging by 
the blank expressions on other 
pedestrians’ faces, they don’t, either. 
Seeing a panhandler is just the 
backdrop of urban living — in this city 
and countless others across the country.  
 
So, nearly a year after Mayor Greg 
Ballard announced his plan to wipe out 
Downtown panhandling, I’m still 
waiting for someone to explain why we 
need a stronger law on the books. I’ve 
never quite shaken the sense that his 
plan is a solution in search of a real 
problem.  
 
Oh, I know the arguments.  
Panhandling is supposedly bad for the 
economy. Panhandlers deter convention 
and tourism business — a claim I’m 
skeptical of, given the steady increase 
in visitors in recent years.  
 
And panhandlers scare people away 
because it makes Downtown seem 
unsafe — even though we’re in the 
midst of a Downtown housing boom.  
 
After all, Indianapolis already bans 
active panhandling. As it should. (That 
means it’s illegal for someone to chase 
you down to beg for the coins in your 
pocket. If that happens to you, call the 
police.)  
 

 
Ballard’s plan, modified by 
Republicans on the City-County 
Council, would go further by also 
banning passive, nonverbal solicitations 
across about 60 percent of Downtown’s 
Mile Square, including the Cultural 
Trail. It would forbid all requests for 
money within 50 feet of ATMs, parking 
meters, bus stops, sidewalk cafes, 
crosswalks and underpasses.  
 
The latest snag? The plan also would 
ban street performers and buskers who 
ask for tips. That prompted the council 
to send the plan back to a committee for 
a new hearing.  
And rightfully so.  
 
Vibrant urban areas need organic, 
grass-roots use of public spaces. It’s a 
big part of what makes a city a city and 
not a carefully manicured suburb. It’s 
knowing that the unexpected could be 
around any corner and fully embracing 
that possibility.  
 
Funny thing is, the entities that are 
pushing for this crackdown on 
panhandling know this.  
 
Visit Indy, Indianapolis Downtown Inc. 
and Ballard’s administration called for 
the promotion of organic urban 
experiences in the Velocity Action Plan 
released earlier this month.  
 
They want a freer, livelier atmosphere 
Downtown. They want “guerrilla-style” 
takeovers of public spaces. They want 
visitors and residents to be surprised by 
randomness. In short, they want a true 
urban environment.  
 
But here’s the inconvenient truth: To 
get that kind of organic, vibrant urban 
atmosphere, you cannot control 
everything. And part of not being able 
to control everything is that, to a certain 
extent, you have to accept the good 
with the bad. The pretty with the ugly.  
 

The mime outside Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse and the man sitting quietly 
with a sign asking for money. The 
woman sprawled on the sidewalk with a 
cup and the saxophone-playing busker 
who sends people to the Chatterbox 
club to hear more jazz.  
This is the messiness of an urban 
environment. It’s not always pretty. 
But it’s not supposed to be. The people 
who live Downtown know this. We 
understand it. It’s why we moved here 
and not to Carmel. 
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 Broken Window 
Laws? 
 
Today’s laws have 
their roots in the 
broken-window 
theory which 
holds that one 
poor person in a 
neighborhood is 
like a first 
unrepaired 
broken window 
and if such a 
“window” is not 
immediately fixed 
or removed, it is a 
signal that no one 
cares, disorder 

will flourish and the community will be 
destroyed. A direct outcome of this theory 
is the introduction of legislation to 
criminalize the presence of homeless 
people in public.  
 
Current “Quality of Life” laws also take a 
certain population into account: homeless 
persons. Using these laws, people are 
criminalized for simply walking, standing, 
sleeping and other regular human 
behaviors. In other words, they are 
penalized and harassed simply because of 
who they are.  (Wraphome.org) 
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Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

 
 Downtown Indy 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 8 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	IN THIS ISSUE
	SPONSORED BY: THE CREATIVE CHANGE PROJECT
	IN THE NEWS
	Did you know
	HOMELESS FACT
	FOR MORE INFORMATION
	DID YOU KNOW?
	QUESTION?
	Downtown Indy

