
THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS Issue 1  
 

   

 

 

The Voice 
Indianapolis 

November 2016 
 

   

SPONSORED BY: THE CREATIVE CHANGE PROJECT  HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE 

 

Welcome! 
By: Us 
 

The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 2 
 

 

IN THE NEWS! 
 

“Business Interests 
Hold Sway on Cities’ 
Homeless Policies” 
 

By: J Palazzolo / A Lazo 

Wall Street Journal 
(October 15, 2016) 

 

As U.S. cities struggle to address 

rising homelessness, they 

increasingly are turning to 

policies pushed by commercial-

property owners that ban people 

from sitting or sleeping on 

sidewalks and begging for 

money. 

Business improvement 

districts—groups of commercial 

property owners who pool their 

resources to revitalize their 

neighborhoods—have worked 

with some city councils to create 

and help enforce new laws 

targeting public conduct in busy 

commercial districts. In 

Indianapolis, Denver, Berkeley, 

Calif., and Portland, Ore., for 

example, BIDs have campaigned 

to prohibit people from sitting or 

lying in public rights of way, and 

even sued to reverse policies that 

encouraged tent cities and 

homeless camps. 

City lawmakers and officials 

who manage BIDs defend the 

arrangements, arguing the 

ordinances target discourteous or 

even dangerous conduct that 

prevents everyone from enjoying 

shared space. The homeless and 

their advocates say the policies 

amount to an effort to push the 

poor out of the sight of 

customers and tourists. 

“To them this is about creating a 

shopping-mall environment,” 

said Paul Boden, executive 

director of the Western Regional 

Advocacy Project, a homeless-

assistance nonprofit. “If you 

think about shopping malls, you 

don’t think about homeless 

people in the hallways.” 

Business improvement districts 

formed in droves in the U.S. over 

the past three decades, usually by 

petition, as cities revitalized their 

downtowns, hoping to lure back 

businesses and customers who 

long ago fled to the suburbs. 

They typically spend their 

pooled funds on security, 

landscaping, cleaning and 

maintenance. 

The growth of BIDs—at a rate of 

about 3% a year, experts 

estimate—coincided with a rise 

in ordinances that advocates say 

disproportionately affect the 

homeless. And many of the 

ordinances have passed in fast-

growing cities with rising 

homeless populations, they said. 

A 2015 study of 187 cities by the 

National Law Center on 

Homelessness and Poverty found 
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that more than 60 cities had laws 

banning public camping and 

about 100 prohibited sitting or 

lying in public places—increases 

of 60% and 43%, respectively, 

since 2011. 

Another 2015 survey by 

researchers at the Policy 

Advocacy Clinic at University of 

California, Berkeley, School of 

Law found California cities with 

more BIDs had a higher number 

of ordinances targeting conduct 

associated with homelessness. 

“The more BIDs there are in a 

city, the more anti-homeless 

laws it has on the books,” the 

researchers found, according to a 

forthcoming report on the 

survey. 

The head of the Downtown 

Berkeley Association, a BID, led 

a 2012 campaign to ban sitting 

on sidewalks in the city’s 

commercial districts. That 

campaign failed at the ballot box, 

but last year, the Berkeley City 

Council passed an ordinance 

regulating public camping that 

arose from proposal by the 

association, city and BID 

officials said. 

The Portland Business Alliance 

has backed ordinances regulating 

the use of sidewalks, as well as 

state legislation that would 

prevent Oregon lawmakers from 

interfering with local sidewalk 

policies. Meanwhile, homeless 

advocates pushed for state 

legislation that would create a 

homeless Bill of Rights, 

including the right to rest, but the 

measure was narrowly defeated. 

The Obama administration has 

taken a dim view of the trend. 

The Justice Department weighed 

in on the side of homeless people 

in Boise, Idaho, over sleeping 

and camping bans in an August 

2015 brief filed in federal court. 

The brief argued that laws 

prohibiting people from sleeping 

outside even when shelters are 

full may violate the Eighth 

Amendment’s ban on cruel and 

unusual punishment. 

Other groups are challenging 

such ordinances in court. 

A federal lawsuit filed by nine 

homeless individuals in August 

accuses Denver officials of 

trying to “clear the city of 

‘undesirables’ for purposes of 

economic development.” 

A spokeswoman for 

Mayor Michael B. Hancock said 

Denver strives to be “as 

compassionate as possible” to 

the homeless, focusing its efforts 

on refer them to social services. 

“The city’s practice is to first try 

and connect people to services 

and treatment, and if that doesn’t 

work, people are given notice, 

usually multiple times, before 

any enforcement action is 

taken,” said Jenna Espinoza, the 

spokeswoman. 

The nonprofit Downtown 

Denver Partnership manages the 

city’s BID, which comprises 420 

property owners, and was 

formed in 1992 to maintain the 

city’s showpiece commercial 

strip downtown, the 16th Street 

Mall. The tree-lined pedestrian 

corridor features shops that 

include Gap and Banana 

Republic, as well as outdoor 

cafes, restaurants and renovated 

buildings. 

For more than a decade, 

beginning in 2000, the 

Downtown Denver Partnership 
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prodded the city to pass and 

enforce laws that restrict 

panhandling and prohibit sitting 

on sidewalks downtown in the 

daytime. 

The Downtown Denver 

Partnership returned to city 

council with another request in 

2012: a ban on unauthorized 

camping, making it illegal to use 

a sleeping bag or other covering 

to sleep in public. The ordinance 

passed by a vote of 9-4. 

The BID’s involvement didn’t 

end with that vote. Staff for the 

Downtown Denver Partnership 

now regularly contact Denver 

police to intervene with men and 

women camped out in doorways, 

on steam grates and on 

sidewalks, according to emails 

provided by the police 

department in response to a 

public information request. 

Gabriella Blanco, president of a 

Denver property-management 

company, reached out to the 

Downtown Denver Partnership 

in June for help. Homeless 

people were camped outside the 

downtown offices of one of her 

tenants, blocking the entrance. 

“This is happening all day and 

we kick them away and more 

show up. And they threaten 

people when asking them to 

leave,” Ms. Blanco wrote in a 

June email to the partnership’s 

Charlie Hunt, described on the 

BID’s website as its “eyes and 

ears” on the street. 

About 45 minutes later, Mr. 

Hunt emailed Lt. Kevin Edling at 

the Denver Police Department 

about Ms. Blanco’s tenant. 

Lt. Edling said he could help. 

“We have arrested around 12 

parties in the last 6 days for 

failure to abide by a lawful order 

of a police officer; all of which 

were in violation of the City’s Sit 

& Lie ordinance,” he wrote in an 

email. “You have to call the 

police and report crime when 

you see it.” 

The Denver Police Department 

works closely with outreach 

workers, who often help give the 

homeless information on 

shelters, day centers and other 

services, including help on 

getting them into permanent 

housing. 

“Arresting people is not our 

objective, by any means,” 

said Sonny Jackson, a 

spokesman for the department. 

“As an agency, it is our objective 

to connect them with services.” 

He added, “Homelessness is not 

a crime, and we don’t want to 

criminalize it. No matter what 

station in life you are in, you 

need to be treated with respect 

and dignity.” 

But homeless advocates say that 

too often the proper services 

simply don’t exist, making the 

citations more punitive than 

helpful. 

“People are asked to move on 

but there is nowhere to go,” 

said John Parvensky, president 

of the Colorado Coalition for the 

Homeless. The police just move 

“people along so they don’t 

violate the ordinance.” 
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HOOP, Inc. 
P.O. Box 11774  

Indianapolis, Indiana 46201 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Helping Our Own People, Inc. (HOOP) is an 

all-volunteer 501(c)3 organization. Our 

mission is to provide basic necessities to 

those living on the streets of Indianapolis...to 

help them survive another night. There are no 

strings attached and no questions asked. It is 

unconditional giving. 

 

HOOP is governed by a Board of Directors, 

which is responsible for the overall operation 

of the organization. Documented guidelines 

provide rules and standards of safe conduct 

for our volunteers. 

We approach the homeless with respect and 

dignity. We are continually humbled, 

knowing that we could be the one out on the 

streets. We offer what we have as a sign of 

hope and to remind those we serve that they 

are not forgotten. 

The vision of HOOP is to be recognized by 

the homeless community of Indianapolis as a 

trusted friend. The beauty of HOOP is in the 

unconditional nature of the giving. There is 

no judgment. We simply ask, “Are you 

hungry?” If someone accepts our offer, we 

pour a cup of soup and hand the person a 

sandwich. 

For more information contact: 
http://hoopindy.weebly.com/donate.html 

 

 

 

http://hoopindy.weebly.com/donate.html
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless population  
suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population  
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“The shift toward permanent 

housing has had a cost: As money 

has been directed away from 

programs that combine services 

with shorter-term housing, the 

region’s homelessness problem has 

grown worse.” 

Los Angeles Times, August 15, 

2016 

 

This was entirely predictable. 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is 

eliminating funding for short-term 

transitional housing. Los Angeles has lost 

funding for 2,000 beds so far. But the area  

 

“One Step Forward, Two Steps Back: HUD’s 
Permanent Housing Strategy Increases 
Homelessness”  

By: Jeff Olivet, Advocate  
        

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-transitional-housing-cutbacks-20160815-snap-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-transitional-housing-cutbacks-20160815-snap-story.html
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is only adding about 300 beds of 

permanent supportive housing a year. 

It is a mistaken policy that has resulted in 

more homeless people living on the 

streets.  

As president and CEO of U.S.VETS, the 

nation’s largest nonprofit serving homeless 

and at-risk veterans, I know complex 

factors contribute to homelessness and 

they are resistant to any single intervention 

or solution. But HUD seems bent on 

reducing the cause of homelessness to a 

single cause — lack of housing. 

As the Housing First movement has grown 

in acceptance, funding has flowed to that 

model, to the detriment of transitional 

programs with intensive support services 

attached. As I posted nearly three years 

ago (‘Housing First’ — The Imaginary 

Panacea to the Problem of Homeless 

Veterans), these services are vital to the 

success of Housing First. 

An essential component of the Housing 

First model is the intensive services 

provided to the chronically homeless and 

mentally ill homeless people this model 

was designed for: peer support, multi-

disciplinary teams providing 24/7 

assistance, small caseloads (1:10) that are 

responsive and skilled enough to bring 

stability to this high risk, vulnerable 

population. This full complement of 

services is rarely present, but for some 

reason, many in Washington insist the 

model will work anyway. It’s like selling a 

car with three wheels. 

Compare the services provided to the 

general homeless population, which has 

increased, with the homeless veteran 

population, which has decreased, and you 

will find one dramatic difference. Service 

intensive transitional housing through the 

VA Grant and Per Diem program, which is 

available in virtually all communities where 

there is a significant homeless veteran 

population, acts as an essential bridge to 

get veterans off the street and provide 

them with the rehabilitation and support 

that is crucial to their long term success. 

If we were to dismantle this program before 

permanent supportive housing were 

available for every homeless veteran in 

need, as HUD is now doing, the number of 

homeless veterans would rise. 

We need every weapon available to us to 

combat this problem. I would not want to 

have to look at a homeless veteran in the 

eye and say, “Research told us that we 

didn’t need transitional housing, so I’m 

sorry, I don’t have a bed for you.” That 

goes against everything I’ve learned in 23 

years of serving homeless veterans. 

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-peck/homeless-veterans_b_4226707.html?
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-peck/homeless-veterans_b_4226707.html?
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-peck/homeless-veterans_b_4226707.html?
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: Children’s Defense Fund 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni 
 By: Kristen  

 

My homeless experience was more dimensional than I 
expected or could describe.  As a volunteer among the 
homeless community I often wondered what that 
might feel like on the other side of the serving table.  
What I found it to be was a surrender of all the false 
sense of securities I surround myself with in everyday 
life and comforts that my image of a vested woman in 
the community gains me.  I came face to face with the 
fact that my worldly value was nothing more than a 
superficial facade.  

With our possessions condensed to a back pack we 
spent the days walking the streets, sometimes soaked from the rain, accessing free food/clothing 
distributions.  Finding restrooms to use in the city was far and few between without money to purchase 
something in order to gain the privilege of that use, those opportunities had to double for taking care of 
self-hygiene as there were no free showers readily accessible.  We were led to and through food 
services twice a day, though definitely a means to mere survival as there is no 24-hour resource to 
obtain food stamps nor is there facilities to store or prepare foods on the limited food stamps one may 
be able to receive once they navigated the process. There was no menu to choose from, one’s taste 
preference was not of concern nor seemed to be nutritional health overall.   The sun would set, those 
walks turned to gathering our stashed sleeping materials, lugging them around town until a seemingly 
safe spot to rest was presented to us.  Shelters were NOT open and readily accessible to take us in as 
perceived through their media presentation.  

Just meeting our basic needs was a full time job and we had someone to navigate us through it. When it 
came down to it all we had was each other and our faith to lean on. The relationship we created among 
one another create a significant impact.  How different that would look to face alone and without an 
end in sight.  What do people do to be fresh and ready to head off to work, how do they get there when 
buses aren’t running?   These teenagers dismissed from foster care when their money runs out, how do 
they receive healing and support? The now single parent who has fled an abusive home based on 
opportunity of escape, not standard business hours, how do they know where to go at any hour?  The 
child who left home because they couldn’t take one more day in a place where they weren’t safe, loved 
or valued?  

Verily, the experience leaves me to question what is it all these “Homeless Outreach and Services” 
actually do?  Why isn’t there a 24-hour central unit with an enclosed shelter where adults and children 
can access to rest, shower, receive hygiene products, a meal or prepare their food, launder their clothes, 
store one’s basic essentials?   It would seem to me a productive use of funds and resources to come 
together with the city to meet real needs by offering humane service options that connect resources to 
create long term habilitation services to give people hands out of needing revolving acute care by 
monitoring and mentoring their challenges and needs so everyone can gain support towards liberty 
through equitable distribution. It must be possible many other cities and countries have these in place. 
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Food 4 Thought  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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Presented  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    

                                       https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-27491088586 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-27491088586
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DATE:  SEE YOU NEXT YEAR! (2017) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  

Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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