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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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 California law says, Free 

IDs for the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  

 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  

 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a 

Mile in My Shoes! 
(September)  

 Food For Thought  
 
 
 
 

 
The Spirit of Giving? 
What can we learn from the holidays? 
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My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
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A “Homeless State of 
Emergency” 
What is it?   

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
Why Governments Declare 
a “Homeless State of 
Emergency…..” 
 
By: J.B. Wogan 
November 10, 2015 

 

Three cities, one county and a 
state have suspended laws that 
hamper their ability to address 
homelessness. But why now and 
what does it mean? 

"State of emergency" typically 
brings to mind a natural disaster 
-- say, a hurricane in the Florida 
Keys or a tornado in the Great 
Plains. But in the past few 
months, public officials in Los 
Angeles; Portland, Ore.; Seattle 
and King County, Wash.; and 
Hawaii have used the phrase to 
describe a different kind of 
crisis: rising homelessness. "The 
persistent and growing 
phenomenon of homelessness -- 
here and nationwide -- is a 
human-made crisis just as 
devastating to thousands as a 
flood or fire," said King County 
Executive Dow Constantine at a 
press conference last Monday. 

The decision to declare states of 
emergency highlights the dual 
narrative of homelessness today: 
National point-in-time count 
data, collected in January, 
suggest that overall 
homelessness is trending 
downward. Indeed, some cities 
have made dramatic reductions 

in the number of veterans who 
are homeless on a repeat or long-
term basis. But in certain places, 
and among certain parts of the 
homeless population, it’s getting 
worse. "For veterans in 
particular, Congress has made 
the resources available, scaled to 
the size of the problem," said 
Steve Berg, vice president of 
policy and programs at the 
National Alliance to End 
Homelessness. "For the rest of 
the homeless population, that 
just hasn’t happened." 

The recent history of federal 
rental vouchers helps illustrate 
Berg's point. In 2011, amid the 
sequester, Congress cut $938 
million from the Section 8 
Housing Choice Vouchers 
program, which provides rental 
subsidies to low-income 
households for market-rate 

apartments. The cuts in federal 
funding eventually forced state 
and local housing authorities to 
eliminate vouchers for 
roughly 100,000 families, 
according to the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities. In 
the past two years, Congress has 
only restored funding for about a 
third of those lost vouchers. 

In lieu of federal action, the 
declarations highlight a new 
local approach to confronting 
homelessness. While in a state of 
emergency, public officials in 
these five jurisdictions can 
suspend payments on certain 
government services in order to 
devote money to the declared 
emergency and pull additional 
staff in to address the problem. 
The declaration also allows 
public officials to act faster in 
connecting people with 

http://www.cbpp.org/blog/sequestrations-toll-100000-fewer-low-income-families-with-housing-vouchers
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behavioral health services and 
placing them in shelters. As a 
side benefit, the declarations 
raise public awareness about 
homelessness. 

While all of the places in a state 
of emergency have legitimate 
reasons to be concerned about 
homelessness, the declarations 
are policy tools, not indicators 
that homelessness is worst in 
those places. 

 
So what, specifically, are these 
five jurisdictions doing with 
their declarations? 

Last month, Portland Mayor 
Charlie Hales used his 
declaration to commit an initial 
$30 million for homeless 
services and to suspend the city 
zoning code, which would 
normally prevent the 
construction of a temporary 
shelter near downtown. Later in 
the month, the city council 
approved another $67 million for 
affordable housing projects over 
the next five years, a decision 
reached on an accelerated 
timeline because of the 
declaration. “Would that have 
happened if we hadn't declared a 
state of emergency?" Hales said. 
"I think we would have studied it 
for six months.” 

Hawaii is the only state so far to 
declare a state of homeless 
emergency, but it's easy to see 
why. Hawaii has the highest per 
capita rate of homelessness of 
any state in the country, and the 
second highest rate of 

unsheltered homeless people of 
any state in the country. After 
the recession, its homeless 
population grew for five straight 
years. During that time, the 
number of unsheltered homeless 
people rose by 35 percent. Of 
particular concern for Gov. 
David Ige was an uptick in 
family homelessness, so he 
directed $1.3 million for a shelter 
that would provide beds to 
families. To remove potential 
barriers, Ige also suspended 25 
statutes, including laws that 
govern collective bargaining, 
historic preservation and 
environmental impact 
statements. 

The most recent of these 
declarations came from Seattle 
Mayor Ed Murray and King 
County Executive Constantine. 
In terms of new money pledged 
to homelessness, it’s the least 
amount of the three cities -- just 
$5.3 million.* Of that amount, 
only$900,000 will go to adding 
100 emergency shelter beds. "It's 
extremely difficult to take that as 
a serious response," said Alison 
Eisinger, who directs the 
Coalition on Homelessness, a 

nonprofit advocacy group in 
Seattle. "There are 3,000 people 
on the street tonight."  

Eisinger is one of many 
homeless advocates in Seattle 
who remain skeptical about 
whether the declaration will 
amount to anything more than 
symbolism. "In the context of a 
flood or an earthquake, you'd see 
a massive and visible 
difference," said Sara Rankin, 
director of the Homeless Rights 
Advocacy Project in Seattle.* 
"The Red Cross would be 
outside. There would be all sorts 
of evidence of an emergency 
response." 

Seattle and King County's 
declarations did include a list of 
urgent requests from the state 
and federal government, 
including an expansion of rental 
vouchers. While Rankin 
acknowledged that the 
emergency declaration could add 
shelter beds, she was 
disappointed by how little city 
funding the Murray 
administration had committed to 
the initiative. "Acting faster with 
a very small amount of money is 

http://murray.seattle.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/FINAL-Exec-Action-Plan.pdf
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not necessarily going to result in 
a significant impact," she said. 
The $5 million "is going to be 
pulled in a lot of different 
directions." 

Unlike a disaster declaration, a 
homeless state of emergency 
does not require approval from 
the state or federal government. 
Leaders within a state or locality 
determine if the crisis has 
reached a sufficient point of 
catastrophe to warrant the label. 
But the start and end of an 
emergency is subjective, which 
is probably why such 
declarations are uncommon. 

Because they are rare, it's unclear 
how long they will last. Hawaii's 
included a 60-day sunset in 
December, but the governor’s 
homeless coordinator, Scott 
Morishige, said it might be 
extended. Former Hawaii Gov. 
Linda Lingle made a similar 
emergency declaration on 
homelessness in 2006 

and extended it for two years. 
The Portland proclamation 
doesn’t articulate an exact 
expiration, but Hales said he 
assumed it will be in effect for a 
year -- the longest it can last 
without an extension by city 
council. 

What the declarations do, if 
nothing else, is cast new light on 
a longstanding problem that 
deserves greater attention from 
policymakers and the public, 
said Stacy Kean, the 
communications director for 
Portland’s Union Gospel 
Mission, a nonprofit shelter 
provider. But Kean isn’t sure 
whether a grand public gesture to 
recognize and tackle 
homelessness will have an 
impact. History suggests 
otherwise. "Where you can get a 
little cynical is that we had a 10-
year plan to end homelessness," 
Kean said, referring to a regional 
strategy that launched in 2004. 
"And it didn't work." 

The U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development collects 
point-in-time-count data from 
communities across the country 
on an annual or biannual basis. 
Governing compiled the counts 
for total homeless persons and 
total homeless persons who are 
unsheltered for the United States 
and for all four communities that 
are now in a state of emergency. 
Like most large metro areas, 
Seattle and King County report 
their data as one community, as 
do Portland and Multnomah 
County and Los Angeles and Los 
Angeles County.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     

DECEMBER EVENT 2015  

IN THE NEWS  

http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2008/Jun/30/ln/hawaii806300339.html
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Thousands of individuals drop out of 
high school each year, crippling their 
career potential as employers seek 
workers with higher skills and 
specialization. As part of our 
commitment to enhance career 
potential and access to high-growth 
jobs for high school dropouts, The 
Excel Center addresses needs outside 
the classroom, provides free drop-
in child care centers, offers free 
transportation assistance, and gives 
students the ability to balance 
school and work schedules.  
By operating year-round for extended 
hours, including nights and weekends, 
The Excel Center allows students to 
learn at their own pace and complete 
their educational requirements 
throughout the year. 
The mission of The Excel Center is to 
provide adults the opportunity and 
support to earn a high school diploma 
and post-secondary education while 
developing career paths that offer 
greater employment and career growth 
opportunities. Our schools "meet 
students where they are" in their 
education by providing a flexible 
structure and supportive relationships 
to help students manage work, life and 
family concerns as they achieve their 
educational goals. 

For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.excelcenter.org/ 

 

http://www.excelcenter.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently I woke up to a 
particularly righteously 
indignant status update on my 
newsfeed from someone 
complaining about the 
homeless shelter she called 
who had the audacity to turn 
down her offer to come and 
serve dinner on Christmas Eve. 
With cap-locked emphasis she 
screamed about how they were 
"ruining family tradition" and 
"taking away a valuable annual 
lesson" from her young 
children. 

I have a word of advice for this 
woman, and to anyone else 
who donates their time during 
the holidays. I know (or hope) 
that your heart is in a good 
place and that you are giving of 
your time and of yourselves for 
the right reasons. But while you 

might only think about going to 
your local homeless shelter or 
soup kitchen during 
Thanksgiving or on Christmas 
the people who are utilizing the 
programs offered by these 
organizations are in need well 
after your decorations are back 
in the attic and December 25th 
has come and gone. 

The holidays are a meaningful 
time for everyone, even those 
who might not be as fortunate 
as you. The individuals who 
access vital services on 
Christmas or any other day are 
not life lessons or a way to 
make yourself feel good until 
next December. They aren't 
background for your red-
aproned family self portrait or 
nameless, faceless caricatures 
you see in movies or on 

“The Spirit of Giving.…  
By: Candice Russell – Freelance Writer 
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network TV. In the current 
state of our nation they are 
literally one paycheck away 
from being you or me or 
someone we know. They 
deserve to spend the holidays 
with people they know and 
faces they recognize- just like 
you and I do. 

The spirit of giving shouldn't be 
seasonal, something to be 
wrapped up in newspaper with 
the glass ornaments and hide 
away until Black Friday rolls 
around again. If you truly want 

to teach your children 
something about charity and 
having a heart for volunteerism 
there are 364 other days of the 
year that organizations just like 
the one that turned you down 
struggle to stay open due to 
volunteer shortages. Meal 
programs that oftentimes have 
to stretch a few dinners worth 
of ingredients into dishes to 
feed hundreds. More 
importantly however there are 
people who are worthy of 
respect and genuine 
relationships. People who 

oftentimes have gifts to give to 
you far more valuable than 
anything you could ever offer 
them. 

Happy Holidays, y'all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: HUD 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: John 
 

The homeless experience was very eye opening for me. Upon 
arrival our group met up at the IUPUI library. We were a small 
group consisting of seven people total, five guys and two ladies. 
Maurice stated that the group was the perfect size for the project 
to work. I thought it was very interesting that we were all from 
other counties (Hamilton, Boone, Johnson and Hendricks) and 
residents of the suburbs. None of us had any idea what 
homelessness was about other than what was told to us on 
television, radio and in the newspapers. This was why I wanted to 
do the weekend experience. There were many things I learned on 
my homeless experience and I’m sure I’ll never see homelessness the same. The thing that 
resonated with me most, however, was sleeping outside with other homeless people in a 
shared space. Things went far better than I thought.     

Sleeping outside was a big challenge for me. We were in Military Park under a picnic shelter 
which was our lodging place for the night. Of course this was a shared space that included our 
group and about ten to twelve other people (who were all homeless). I remember thinking, 
“this is really happening! Wow, I’m sleeping in a park with homeless people.” I was extremely 
nervous. In fact, I was so nervous I felt like it would be impossible for me to fall asleep. I didn’t 
want to call it quits and leave. Nor did I want to stay up all night either and be so exhausted 
that I could not participate in the events planned for the following day. What a dilemma!   

I was already physically tired and now mentally drained going back and forth on what to do. So, 
I just laid there wrapped in my sleeping bag watching other homeless people transition into our 
shared sleeping area. I noticed how the people would come into the space, lay down their 
cardboard and adjust their blankets then go right to sleep. I thought, they have been doing this 
so long they are to tired to worry about anything. Actually, it was almost like this space was a 
“crash pad” for them but only outside.  No greetings, no talking and no conversations just 
preparing for bed and going to sleep is what I seen. I asked Maurice the following morning why 
didn’t the homeless people talk to each other when they came in at night? He explained that 
they do talk when they come in the park early about 6p to 9p. But after 10p the conversations 
die down because everyone is tired and the homeless day starts pretty early.  

Watching this process person after person became very calming to me. Why? Because I didn’t 
sense any danger or safety issues within this environment. How strange, considering we were 
sleeping outside in a park downtown in the city. As a result, I finally drifted off to sleep. The 
following night, however, was quite different. Because of all the walking we did during the day, 
starting the day so early, (we got kicked out of the park) and getting to sleep so late Friday 
night, I was asleep about 15 minutes after I laid down. Amazing!   
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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                                       https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-19769816052 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-19769816052
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DATE:  Friday, April 22, 2016 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr
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On August 6, 2015, the Department of 
Justice filed a statement of interest brief 
supporting the (homeless) position in a 
case opposing a Boise, ID anti-camping 
ordinance brought by the Law Center and 
Idaho Legal Aid Services, with the pro 
bono support of Latham & Watkins LLP. 
 
Less than a week later, the U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness 
(USICH) released “Ending Homelessness 
for People Living in Encampments;” 
Advancing the dialogue.  
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