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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Happy New Year!  Welcome back to 
another issue of “The Voice.” Like always, if 
you have missed any of our pervious issues 
click the following link to our website and 
find them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to raise 
awareness and educate the general public 
on real homeless issues and the truth about 
living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade readers 
to facilitate or attend a Cultural 
Competency Presentation which will 
profoundly change the way you view 
homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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What do they call them? 
Did you know that the homeless have 
many names? (Page 4) 

 
Sharing some facts?  
 (Page 6) 

 
Banning Camps?  
 Experts say, not the solution…  (Page 2) 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
Banning Homeless camps 
just disperses the issue, 
won’t solve it…. 
 
Reuters 
By: Mary Wisniewski, Tuesday, December 
23, 2014 5, 2014 

 

CHICAGO, Dec 23 (Reuters) - 
For Teresa Sigerson, a former 
waitress who has lived under a 
Chicago expressway bridge for 
three years, the camp she shares 
with eight others provides 
shelter, companionship and some 
measure of security. 
 
"There's safety in numbers," said 
Sigerson, 51, who begs during 
the day and sleeps between 
concrete bridge pillars under a 
highway northwest of 
downtown. "Everything's 
convenient here - you're by the 
stores, the highway." 
 
This year, Sigerson almost lost 
her space when construction 
began on tall concrete barriers on 
the raised slabs where the 
homeless were make their beds. 
The project, which was halted 
this summer, was meant to 
dislodge the decade-old camp in 
Chicago's Avondale 
neighborhood. 
 
Across the United States, local 
governments are moving to 
prevent outdoor camping by the 
homeless, according to advocates 
for the nation's nearly 600,000 
homeless, estimated by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
 

Government officials say they 
are trying to limit outdoor 
camping for the health and safety 
of the homeless and other 
residents. But homeless 
advocates say the bans are not a 
solution to homelessness and 
further stigmatize the poor. 
 
Over a third of U.S. cities 
impose citywide bans on public 
camping, a 60 percent increase in 
such ordinances since 2011, 
according to a 2014 survey of 
187 cities by the National Law 
Center on Homelessness and 
Poverty. 
 
More than half the cities 
surveyed, 57 percent, prohibit 
camping in certain public places. 
Such bans have climbed by 16 
percent over the past three years, 
the study found. 
 
Rather than being exposed to bad 
weather and crime in camps, city 
officials say, the homeless are 
better served in city shelters, 
where they can sleep in beds and 
eat regular meals. 
 
One of the most visible moves 
against camps occurred earlier 

this month in San Jose, 
California, where a site known as 
the "the Jungle" was cleared out 
for safety and environmental 
reasons. Before the city took 
down the camp, however, a $4 
million program was established 
to help find housing for 200 
former residents, said Ray 
Bramson, the city's homelessness 
response manager. 
 
"The best long-term solution is 
to get people the support they 
need - then they won't be 
outside," Bramson said. 
 
But Dr. Robert Okin, a 
psychiatrist and homelessness 
expert, said the camps are a 
symptom of the lack of 
affordable housing and other 
services. Disbanding them 
doesn't solve the problem, it just 
disperses it, he said. 
 
"It may be a solution to an 
eyesore, but it's not a solution to 
homelessness," he said. 
 
Others say the bans or barriers 
are part of an effort to 
criminalize behaviors associated 
with the poor, such as 
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panhandling. 
 
"We basically think what's 
driving this is that visible 
poverty is bad for business and 
bad for tourism and detracts 
from efforts for cities to 
revitalize their urban cores," said 
Maria Foscarinis, executive 
director of the National Law 
Center on Homelessness and 
Poverty. 
 
Chicago, which estimates it has 
about 6,300 homeless, doesn't 
ban outdoor camping but tries to 
connect people sleeping outside 
with services, said Matt Smith, 
spokesman for the city's 

Department of Family and 
Support Services. 
 
In the case of the camp where 
Sigerson sleeps, local officials 
were concerned about the health 
of the homeless, while also 
aware that the site could make 
some passersby uncomfortable, 
said Martha Ramos, chief of staff 
for Alderman Rey Colon. 
 
Construction of the barriers 
began in May but was halted in 
June after police complained that 
it had created a hazard because 
the sidewalk could no longer be 
seen from the street. 
 

Some of the homeless wound up 
leaving the camp. Others stayed, 
including Sigerson, who said 
shelters kicked people out as 
early as 5 a.m., leaving the poor 
with nowhere to go at that hour. 
 
Sigerson said her underpass 
community has rules of 
behavior, including keeping the 
area clean and not talking to 
passersby unless they speak first. 
 
"We don't want to scare people," 
she said. 
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Special Thanks! 
 
Their story began in 2001 when Sally Bindley 
became aware of the need for Indianapolis 
homeless children to receive tutoring and 
mentoring. That’s when Sally hit the streets 
—literally— and began tutoring homeless 
children. School on Wheels was founded and 
received 501(c)(3) status in 2001. In their 
first year, 2 part-time staff members and 11 
volunteers provided tutoring for 50 homeless 
children at 2 shelters. 

Word quickly spread and the good work of 
School on Wheels was being requested at 
other homeless shelters in Indianapolis. Fast-
forward to today: School on Wheels now has 
a staff comprised of several talented and 
dedicated employees and over 400 active 
volunteers.  

For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.indyschoolonwheels.org/  

IN THE NEWS  

http://www.indyschoolonwheels.org/about/staff/sally-bindley/
http://www.indyschoolonwheels.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Did you know that the homeless 
have many names? 
 
In the age of “political 
correctness” the names people 
used to identify the homeless 
has certainly evolved from times 
past. Names such as bum, hobo, 
wino and drunkards where 
common and acceptable names 
for the homeless, but not today. 
 
The names that are used to 
identify the homeless nowadays 
seem to vary by locality. The 
geographical locations of a 
particular population now 
influences what is acceptable. 
Meaning, people have 
conformed and become 
comfortable with the name that 
is most popular where they live 
and reside. These areas being 
the Urban, Suburbia and Rural 
communities.  
 

In the Urban setting, there are 
two common names that are 
used to refer to the homeless - 
Neighbors or Friends. 
“Neighbor,” is currently used 
more than “friend.” Actually, 
“Neighbor” is the most popular 
title among those that provide 
ongoing resources and services 
to the homeless community: 
Especially if those organizations 
are faith-based. Moreover, 
Service agencies (non-faith 
based) also seem comfortable 
using the term “Neighbor(s)” as 
well. Before the term Neighbor 
gained its popularity, service 
agencies would use names like – 
client, guest, patron or 
consumer. And some agencies 
still use these terms. Overall, 
however, in the Urban setting 
“Neighbor” is the most suitable 
and acceptable term used for 
recognizing and describing 
homeless people. 

Did you know  
By: The Creative Change Project 
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Transitioning out to Suburbia, 
the name Neighbor is known 
and probably used by those that 
work in the city, or around the 
metropolis or in the downtown 
area. However, the majority of 
Suburbanites seem to be most 
comfortable with the term – 
Street People. It is not perceived 
that they mean it in a 
derogatory way but the label 
seems to shed a sympathetic 
light on the homeless condition. 

A condition that appears to be 
most frightful by those that live 
in that populace. Keep in mind, 
they which are from suburbia do 
not actually call homeless 
people - street people; but 
among themselves they refer to 
the homeless as - street people.    
 
In the Rural community they 
referred to the homeless as “the 
Poor.” Like the term “neighbor,” 
there seems to be a connection 
with the communities’ spiritual 

values. And this particular term, 
“the poor,” is meant to include 
not only the homeless living on 
the streets but all those that are 
hindered from pursuing an 
acceptable “quality of life.” To 
learn more about the many 
names of the homeless, join us 
for our next Cultural 
Competency Presentation!     
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: The Creative Change Project 
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"Sharing some Facts”  By: Institute for Children Poverty & 
       Homelessness 

 
 

 
In the first decade of the 21st 
century, federal homelessness 
policy prioritized chronic 
homelessness among single 
adults by developing permanent 
supportive housing units with 
newly earmarked federal 
funding. In addition, states were 
encouraged to develop ten-year 
plans to address the needs of 
this population and many states 
and localities followed suit to 
take advantage of these 
restrictive program dollars.  
 
That unprecedented attention 
to long-term homeless single 
adults with mental illness or 
substance abuse issues came at 
the expense of homeless 
families with children. As a 
consequence, the number of 
sheltered and unsheltered 
chronically homeless singles 
dropped between 2008 and 
2011 (by 13.7% to 107,148), in 
part because singles placed in 
permanent supportive housing 
are no longer considered 
homeless. During the same 
period, the number of sheltered 
persons in homeless families 
continued to increase—by 2.7%, 
to 186,482—with rates varying 
across states. 
 
The 2009 federal Homeless 
Emergency Assistance and Rapid 
Transition to Housing (HEARTH) 
Act signaled a corresponding 
shift in policy away from 
transitional housing with on-site 
supportive services to a crisis-
response system of 

homelessness prevention and 
rapid re-housing.  
 
Beginning to take effect in 2012, 
HEARTH ties funding allocations 
to communities’ ability to 
reduce the length of stay in 
shelter and provides bonus 
funds to implement permanent 
supportive housing and rapid re-
housing strategies for families. 
Additionally, HEARTH introduces 
a cap on the amount of funding 
that communities receiving 
federal monies can use for 
emergency shelter and street 
outreach services. 
 
Such policies pressure homeless 
service providers to move away 
from transitional housing 
programming for families—a 
model that provides important 
services such as vocational 
training, employment 
counseling, and parenting 
classes that address the 
underlying causes of 
homelessness.  
 
Federal policy, which targets 
funding for specific types of 
programs and projects, strongly 
influences which homeless 
populations will receive priority 
in local planning. Focusing nearly 
exclusively on permanent 
supportive housing for 
chronically homeless singles in 
the past appeared rational from 
a cost-savings perspective, but 
ignored families with children.  
 
The 2009 HEARTH Act 
significantly redirected available 

funding toward prevention and 
rapid re-housing. As a result, 
more states may reduce 
transitional housing beds 
available for families. HUD has 
deemed minimal stays in shelter 
and a swift transition to 
independent living in permanent 
housing a “best practice,” 
without properly evaluating the 
efficacy of this approach for 
families. 
 
Preliminary results comparing 
transitional housing, rapid re-
housing, and long-term rental 
assistance for families with 
children are not scheduled for 
release until early 2013. Until 
then, policymakers will not 
know if this policy shift away 
from transitional housing will 
ultimately benefit and reduce 
the number of homeless 
families.  
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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DATE:  Tuesday, January 6, 2015 
 

TIME: 5:00pm – 7:00pm 
 

LOCATION:  Greenwood Public Library 
   310 S Meridian Street  

Greenwood, IN 46143 
 
Join featured Photographer James Eickman and friends for a special event exhibiting the 
assorted perspectives of homelessness. Also, meet Homeless Advocate, Maurice Young who 
will give a brief overview of Indy’s current homeless situation.       
 
There will also be a private screening of the Emmy© award winning documentary “The 
Advocate” – directed and produced by film students from Taylor University.   
 
http://calendar.greenwoodlibrary.us/evanced/eventcalendar.asp 

http://calendar.greenwoodlibrary.us/evanced/eventcalendar.asp
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 In a 120-page report released Dec. 10, 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors gave a 
pessimistic outlook for homelessness 
and hunger for the upcoming year. Half 
of the cities surveyed said they expect 
the number of homeless families to 
increase, and about 55% of cities expect 
the number of homeless individuals to 
increase.  
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http://www.scribd.com/doc/190942580/UCoM-Homelessness-and-Hunger-Report
http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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