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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a Mi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
How bad is Homelessness in 
America?  
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
 

 
Neighborhood wants to end 
Homeless camp sweeps.   
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“Portland 
neighborhood to 
city: Stop sweeping 
homeless camps.” 
 
By: Maggie Vespa 
June,, 2017 – KGW News 
 
PORTLAND, Ore. -- 
Portland’s Montavilla 
Neighborhood 
Association went against 
the citywide grain this 
week, by approving a 
resolution, requesting 
Mayor Ted Wheeler and 
the city council cease 
sweeping homeless 
camps within the 
neighborhood’s 
boundaries. 

In the resolution, passed 
Tuesday, the board of 
directors “urges the 
Portland City Council to 
cease further sweeps of 
camps in the Montavilla 
Neighborhood 
Boundaries which may be 
unconstitutional and be 
human rights 
violations…” 

It adds sweeps “…do not 
reduce homelessness…” 
and “…waste taxpayer 
dollars…” 

Later, it “urges the 
Portland City Council to 
convene a meeting of 
stakeholders… to 
develop a responsible 
five-year plan to 
address homelessness 
by allocating limited 
taxpayer dollars to long 
term solutions that 
reduce the population of 
those living outside by 
adding affordable 
housing, new shelter 
beds, transitional housing 
and adequate mental 
health and substance 
abuse services…” 

Directors declined to 
speak to KGW about the 

resolution, saying it 
spoke for itself. 

People who live and work 
in Montavilla were 
surprised to hear of its 
passing. Many had mixed 
reactions. 

“I did call it ‘ridiculous’,” 
said Monettafaye Burns, 
who lives near a 
homeless camp at 
Northeast 82nd Avenue 
and Multnomah Street. 
“We've had thievery. 
We've had campfires, I 
mean, actual fires.” 

Burns added she calls 
the city several times a 
week to report the camp. 

“I’ve already called today 
because there’s another 
tent there,” she said. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/351949053/Resolution-Against-Homeless-Sweeps
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Those who work in 
Montavilla’s business 
districts say they’re not 
terribly impacted by 
homeless campers and 
agree sweeps seem 
ineffective, if not cruel. 

“It's like putting a band 
aid on something that's 
actually a really big 
gaping wound. It fixes it a 
tiny bit, but you're still 
going to get an infection,” 
said Kimberleigh Lewis, 
who manages a heavy-
equipment rental shop 
and often finds homeless 
campers sleeping outside 
their front door. 

But Lewis, like staff at 
neighboring businesses, 
noted such a resolution 
seemed random. 

“I don't think it's horrific 
here,” she said of 
homeless camping in 
Montavilla. “I feel like it's 
worse south of here.” 

Staff with Mayor Ted 
Wheeler’s office 
Wednesday confirmed 
Lewis was right. 

Compared to a handful of 
other Portland 
neighborhoods, 
Montavilla doesn’t have a 
big problem with chronic 
homeless camping. 

Spokesman Michael Cox 
added, when a camp 
does put down roots in 
Montavilla it’s swept 
quickly, largely because 
the office receives 40-50 
calls per camp. 

South of Montavilla, 
however, sits the 
embattled Lents 
neighborhood. It’s home 
to large portions of 
Portland’s Springwater 
Corridor, which hosted 
the city’s largest ever 
homeless sweep in 
September of 2016. 

Months later, residents 
frequently plead with the 
city for help clearing 
homeless campers from 
sidewalks, street corners 
and vacant properties. 

Robert Schultz, an 
activist in the community, 
said people there feel like 
Montavilla is villainizing 
their struggle. 

“It's unfair to take this 
position that says sweeps 
are bad when the folks 
who are most deeply 
impacted say ‘We need 
more sweeps,’” he said. 
“If they want to do it in 
Montavilla, let's get maps 
and hand them out. I'm 
happy to help, I'll knock 
on doors and get the RVs 
moving over.” 

they are on their own. 
Without the training, 
support and resources to 
survive, they become 
victimized. We need to do a 
better job of launching our 
adolescent population into 
adulthood." 

Between 11 and 37 percent 
of youth who age out of 
foster care become 
homeless, according to 
the They are even more 
likely to have unstable 
housing arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H 

 

 

 

 

 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS Issue 1  
 

 

           
 

 

1635 W Michigan Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 
Goodwill works to enhance the dignity and 
quality of life of individuals and families by 
strengthening communities, eliminating barriers 
to opportunity, and helping people in need reach 
their full potential through learning and the 
power of work. 

Our Results 

Our Mission Results in 2016 

• More than 313,000 people placed into 
employment 

• More than 31,000 people engaged with 
local Goodwill organizations to earn a 
credential 

• As a result, these individuals 
increased their collective lifetime 
earnings by more than $14.9 billion 

• More than 36 million total persons served 
• Over 2 million people received 

Goodwill services in-person to build 
their career and financial assets 

• More than 34 million people used 
computers and mobile devices to 
access Goodwill training virtually 

 

How We Did It 

• Total revenue generated by Goodwill 
organizations: $5.71 billion 

• Total revenue spent directly on 
programs: 87 percent 

• Total number of donors (includes 
repeat donations): 101 million 

• Total number of retail stores: More than 
3,200 and an online auction site,  

 
For more information contact:  
https://www.goodwillindy.org/ 
 

  

https://www.goodwillindy.org/
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“How Bad is Homeless In 
America?” 
By: Daniel Neiditch  

The GDP of America is an astronomical 
$18 trillion. To put it in perspective, if 
California seceded from the United 
States, it would have the eighth largest 
GDP of all the countries in the world (just 
beating out Italy). 

When you start to consider just how much 
money exists in America, it makes the fact 
that we even have homelessness seems 
all the more absurd. 

Depending on where you live across the 
country, you may have different ideas 
about how prolific the homeless situation is 
in this country. That’s why stats can help 
make the realities a bit more clear. 

So the question is: how bad is 
homelessness in America, really? 

 

How bad can it be?  

Let’s start with the definition: an 
individual may be considered homeless 
when they lack permanent housing and 
have to stay in shelters, abandoned 
buildings or vehicles, on the streets, or in 
other forms of unstable situations. They 
may also be considered homeless if they 
have to “double up” with friends or 
extended family members because they 
are unable to maintain their own housing 
situation. 

We’ve seen this issue arise in some form 
since the 1870s and it’s continued to 
pervade our society into the present day. 
On a single night in January 2015, for 
example, 564,708 people were considered 
homelessness in America, according to 
the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness. That’s over half a million 
people without a roof over their heads. 

In a single night in California in 
2016, 21.48% of the population 
experienced homelessness. In New York, 

https://www.aei.org/publication/putting-the-ridiculously-large-18-trillion-us-economy-into-perspective-by-comparing-state-gdps-to-entire-countries/
https://www.aei.org/publication/putting-the-ridiculously-large-18-trillion-us-economy-into-perspective-by-comparing-state-gdps-to-entire-countries/
https://www.nhchc.org/faq/official-definition-homelessness/
https://www.nhchc.org/faq/official-definition-homelessness/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/library/entry/SOH2016
http://www.endhomelessness.org/library/entry/SOH2016
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/map/#fn%5B%5D=1400&fn%5B%5D=3100&fn%5B%5D=6300&fn%5B%5D=10400&fn%5B%5D=13200&all_types=true&year=2016&state=CA
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/map/#fn%5B%5D=1400&fn%5B%5D=3100&fn%5B%5D=6300&fn%5B%5D=10400&fn%5B%5D=13200&all_types=true&year=2016&state=CA
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15.7%. That’s over 100,000 people in 
California and 80,000 people in New York. 

Homelessness is an issue that pervades 
many societies around the world but it 
seems to be an exceptional struggle for the 
United States. Among the top homeless 
cities in the world, New York City ranks the 
second highest on the list, with Los 
Angeles following at a close third. Other 
American cities featured include Boston, 
Washington D.C., San Francisco, and 
Phoenix. 

Although the national rate of homelessness 
has gone down from 21.5% in 2007 to 
17.7% in 2015, there is still a lot of work to 
be done — the rate of homelessness 
amongst individual states continues to be 
high and the amount of affordable housing 
remains painfully low. 

So what can we do? 

As a volunteer EMT, I’ve seen my share of 
what can happen on the streets. Many 
homeless die when it’s too hot, too cold, or 
too wet. These are real people who need 
real resources, like shelter, food, and 
clothes. We have to do more as a nation to 
stop treating the homeless as invisible, and 
start treating them as human beings. We 
must do more, as fellow neighbors, 
developers, lawmakers, citizens, to solve 
this problem and get people off the streets, 
because everyone, everyone, deserves a 
home. 

But have we already built a system against 
homeless by design? 

Anti-Homeless Design 

Have you ever wondered why some public 
benches have that third arm rest in the 
middle? Or why some are just not that 
comfortable? I never used to give it a 
second thought. I reasoned it was just the 
cheapest design available. 

As it turns out, they were specifically 
designed in this way to dissuade people 
from sitting too long. Or to deter people 
from sleeping there. 

This kind of design practice is subtle but 
everywhere in our cities and even has an 
actual term: hostile or defensive urban 
architecture. It’s used to discreetly target 
loitering and reduce the visibility of those 
deemed “unappealing” to the aesthetics of 
the city: the “reckless” teenagers, the poor, 
the homeless. 

Other measures include camping 
restrictions and even banning private food 
donations to the homeless. In 2012, New 
York City mayor Michael Bloomberg 
outlawed food donations because “the city 
couldn’t assess salt, fat, and fiber content” 
of the food. Apparently it was more 
important to monitor the healthiness of 
what his people were eating, even if they 
were eating nothing at all.  

 

 

https://www.homelessworldcup.org/homelessness-statistics/
https://www.homelessworldcup.org/homelessness-statistics/
http://www.therichest.com/rich-list/poorest-list/the-15-most-homeless-cities-in-the-world/
http://www.therichest.com/rich-list/poorest-list/the-15-most-homeless-cities-in-the-world/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/page/-/files/2016%20State%20Of%20Homelessness.pdf
http://www.endhomelessness.org/page/-/files/2016%20State%20Of%20Homelessness.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-was-homeless-for-3-nights-in-nyc-this-is-what-i_us_583f40a8e4b0cf3f64558679
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/i-was-homeless-for-3-nights-in-nyc-this-is-what-i_us_583f40a8e4b0cf3f64558679
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/06/how-cities-use-design-to-drive-homeless-people-away/373067/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/06/how-cities-use-design-to-drive-homeless-people-away/373067/
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/jun/12/anti-homeless-spikes-latest-defensive-urban-architecture
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/jun/12/anti-homeless-spikes-latest-defensive-urban-architecture
http://www.theblaze.com/contributions/top-10-anti-homeless-measures-used-in-the-united-states/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/03/19/bloomberg-strikes-again-nyc-bans-food-donations-to-the-homeless/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2012/03/19/bloomberg-strikes-again-nyc-bans-food-donations-to-the-homeless/
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Homeless Experience:  
Alumni – K. McLimans   
The first thing I notice in every homeless sect is the sense of 
community.  Whether it be in the camps, the parks or the sidewalks 
of the alley, there is a home among the homeless.  Here are 
humans living very vulnerable while caring for one another, 
creating a family, relating to one another’s experiences & pain. 

A house may be built from 4 walls and a roof yet a home is built on relationship, the foundation 
for basic human development.  No one gets broken alone and no one heals alone, we all need 
one another. Out here is where the strong survive.  These are soldiers of their own lives, the 
humans out here didn’t give up when they lost the comforts of their house to retreat to, 
instead they made a home with one another and persevered.  

I’ll take you to one of my experiences out here. There were 4 in our group that weekend. We 
met up at the Friday night dinner service then moved on to our overnight spot. This experience 
simulated a family living out of their car.  As we strategically parked free from metered areas, 
we removed our sleeping materials from the trunk and created our overnight space on the alley 
sidewalk. The next morning came, we repacked the trunk and began our journey finding public 
friendly restrooms. Then off to breakfast in the parking lot of a local church. As we finished up 
there it was time to trek across downtown to get in line for lunch at the park. Next we walked 
over to campus to utilize the public access of seating until dinner.   

As the second evening came to an end we wandered our way through downtown Indianapolis 
passing the plethora of restaurants that, on any other night would have been our choice 
according to preference of palate, tonight was different as we could only afford the smells on 
our simulated budget.  This downtown nightlife experience was different than the ones with my 
girlfriends, in our most comfortable cute heals and coordinating outfits.  The adoring smiles 
from the elder woman, who likely were reminiscing their midlife mom’s night out days didn’t 
appear. The glance and grin from peer group strangers were non-existence.  It was more of 
going unnoticed or people doing an abstract stare as they attempted to analyze the situation of 
this swarthy man of stature (carefree in his presence) leading three pale and petite females 
through the heart of the city. 

 As we arrived, once again, to our sidewalk space we laid out our blankets in a way to keep the 
youngest sandwiched in the middle. Night two of looking over my young companion while 
dozing for a brief sleep wasn’t the respite time I had been accustom to.  Cars, bikes and people 
buzzed by throughout the night, most tending to their own business, a few curious of ours.  
None the less morning came with an urgency to relieve the bladder and fill our bellies, not your 
typical weekend retreat of calling room service for lox and bagel with a morning mocha to enjoy 
breakfast in bed while the concierge coordinated arrangements for the valet to bring your car 
around.   Out here is a time to build substance, reflect, rely on faith, prioritizing your perceived 
needs and finding joy in simply observing and embracing authentic companionship.  This is an 
experience and education money can’t buy and a profound look at yourself. 
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Cities continue to threaten, arrest, and ticket homeless persons for 
performing life sustaining activities – such as sleeping or sitting down - in outdoor 
public places, despite a lack of any lawful indoor alternatives. In addition, as cities 
increasingly use police power to evict homeless people or encampments from 
public places, often with little or no notice, the frequent result is the 
unconstitutional destruction of homeless persons’ belongings. (NLCHP) 

 
Once arrested, unaffordable bail means that homeless persons are nearly 
always incarcerated until their trials occur – or until they agree to waive their trial 
rights in exchange for convictions. 49% of homeless people report having spent 
five or more days in a city or county jail. In 87% of cases with a bail of $1000 or 
less defendants were not able to post bail and were incarcerated pending trial. 
The average length of pretrial detention was 15.7 days. (NLCHP) 
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/
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DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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