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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice is a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did you know? 
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“Durango City 
Council bans 
sitting, lying 
on sidewalk” 
 
By: Mary Shinn 
The Durango Herald, (May2018)  

Durango City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance Tuesday 
that prohibits anyone 
from sitting or lying 
down on downtown 
sidewalks, curbs and 
other public areas. 

The law will provide 
another tool for law 
enforcement to improve 
the atmosphere 
downtown and the safety 
of residents and tourists, 
Councilor Dick White 
said. 

“I think this is achieving 
what we are trying to 
achieve” he said. 

The crowd was split on 
the issue. Some 
residents praised the 
council for backing the 
ordinance, and others 
were concerned the rule 
was targeting 
panhandlers and 
homeless residents. 

Councilors defended the 
ordinance and said that 
it would not discriminate 
against panhandlers or 
anyone else. 

“People can stand with a 
sign on Main Avenue all 
day long and they are 
absolutely within their 

First Amendment 
rights,” White said. 

The rule bans sitting and 
lying on sidewalks from 
7 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. along 
Main Avenue from the 
Durango & Silverton 
Narrow Gauge Railroad 
depot to 12th Street. The 
new ordinance would 
also apply to Narrow 
Gauge Avenue, the alley 
east of Main Avenue 
and East Second Avenue 
from College Drive to 
Ninth Street. 

In addition to sidewalks, 
the rule, which will go 
into effect this summer, 
also prohibits sitting or 
lying down on streets, 
railways, alleys, parking 
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spaces or other publicly 
owned property used for 
pedestrian or vehicle 
travel. 

The ordinance does not 
apply to anyone 
experiencing medical 
emergencies, downtown 
visitors with disabilities, 
children in strollers and 
those attending parades, 
festivals, performances 
or other special events. 
Residents are also 
allowed to sit on 
furniture installed by the 
city or a business. 

After receiving a 
warning, offenders of 
the new law could face 
fines. The first fine 
would not exceed $100, 
and the second fine 
would not exceed $200. 
A municipal judge could 
impose a lower fine, if 
appropriate, City 
Attorney Dirk Nelson 
said. 

The ordinance was 
based on similar laws 
that have held up to 

legal challenges, 
including ordinances in 
Colorado Springs and 
Tempe, Arizona, he 
said. 

“I wouldn’t have 
brought an ordinance to 
you that I didn’t think 
was legally 
supportable,” he said in 
response to questions 
from councilors. 

Ted Hermesman was 
among the business 
owners who backed the 
ordinance to improve 
safety downtown. 

“Sidewalks are there to 
be walked on as a way 
of transportation,” he 
said. 

Lynne Sholler 
questioned the times the 
ordinance would be in 
effect and the areas it 
would cover. 

Downtown is not usually 
crowded at 7 a.m. or 8 
p.m. she said. 

“The concerns about 
congestion are 
overstated,” she said. 

Some residents opposed 
the ordinance because it 
wouldn’t address 
poverty, which they 
described as the 
underlying problem. 

“I think this is a Band-
Aid. I think this 
ordinance is going to 
merely cover a wound 
that is festering in our 
city,” resident Linda 
Daniel said. 

White described 
homelessness as a 
challenge that will 
require collaboration 
between the city and 
other organizations to 
address. 

“It is going to take a 
community-wide effort 
on a scale we have not 
experienced,” he said. 
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Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana 
3737 Waldemere Ave. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46241 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Mobile Pantry Program 
expands Gleaners’ capacity to 
distribute food by removing 
barriers that prevent access to 
underserved areas. Designed as a 
food pantry on wheels, the Mobile 
Pantry works to fulfill the needs of 
families and individuals that fall 
outside the reach of other agencies 
in the area.  

A truckload of food is distributed to 
clients through a farmer’s market-
style distribution where clients 
choose to take what they need. A 
typical Mobile Pantry distribution 
provides enough food for 150 to 
300 households  

For more information contact:  
https://www.gleaners.org/programs/mobile/ 
 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gleaners.org/programs/mobile/
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“Four Myths 
about 

Homelessness: 
Voices from a 

Tent City” 
 

By: Karen A. Snedker and Jennifer McKinney 
 
An increasing number of people are 
sleeping outside in tents, doorways, and 
under bridges. In England, 4,751 people “slept 
rough” on a single night in autumn 2017, an 
increase of 15% from 2016. In the United 
States, 192,875 people were unsheltered on a 
given night in January, a 9% increase from 2016. 

Both the UK and the US, and many other 
countries around the world, are witnessing a 
visible rise in tent encampments, legal and 
illegal. Tent cities have been reported in London, 
as well as in Milton Keynes, Bristol, 
Cardiff, Manchester, Oxford and Sheffield. 
Across the US, tent cities are growing in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Washington, DC, St. 
Louis, Las Cruces, Indianapolis and Honolulu. 

In the US, the city of Seattle is as an important – 
but relatively overlooked – part of this trend. 
Seattle recently declared a state of emergency on 
homelessness and is expanding legally 
sanctioned tent cities, setting it apart nationally 
and globally. Seattle’s Tent City 3 is the oldest 
sanctioned tent encampment in the US. The 
democratically organized encampment operates 
under a strict code of conduct and moves 
between churches, neighborhoods and 
universities every 90 days in accordance with a 
city charter. 

Between 2012 and 2018, Seattle Pacific 
University has hosted Tent City 3 three times. 
During their stays we conducted interviews with 
over 60 residents. The data challenges what we 
think we know about the causes of homelessness 

and the character of the people who experience 
it. 

Myth 1: People who are 
homeless have greater 
pathologies 
The stereotypical image of a person who is 
homeless is a mentally ill, disheveled man who 
self-medicates with drugs or alcohol. While 
single men are the most likely demographic to be 
homeless, in the US, families with children 
represent one-third of the total homeless 
population – falling into homelessness because 
of job loss, domestic violence, divorce, evictions 
and health crises. 

In the case of those very visible homeless 
suffering from mental illness or addiction, these 
health problems often begin after losing their 
homes, due to the stress of living on the streets. 
Wade’s life, for example, unraveled after his 
daughter was seriously injured and his trucking 
company failed. With his company gone and 
without health insurance, Wade “started 
drinking … and became despondent. It caused 
my divorce … that was the beginning of the end”. 

Alcohol and drugs often come after the fact, used 
to numb the pain, loneliness, and depression of 
homelessness. In Tracy’s case, being raped while 
homeless resulted in mental health issues, which 
she treated through drugs and alcohol: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/682001/Rough_Sleeping_Autumn_2017_Statistical_Release_-_revised.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5103711/Milton-Keynes-Tent-City-homelessness-soars.html
https://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/manchester-homeless-camp-tent-city-11182966
https://www.ft.com/content/cf591084-de4d-11e7-a8a4-0a1e63a52f9c
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2016/02/americas-tent-cities-for-the-homeless/462450/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/mayor-county-exec-declare-state-of-emergency-over-homelessness/
http://www.sharewheel.org/tent-city-3
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/27/us/homeless-camp-seattle.html
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0092055X17694908
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 6 
 

I wanted counselling, and so the caseworker set 
me up to see one of their shrinks and it was 
actually going to, we had a plan … but I did not 
qualify for help because I self-medicate … but I 
self-medicate because I can’t get the help. 

In academic circles, medical intervention and 
treatment is often seen as the solution to 
homelessness. While this is sometimes true, it is 
an incomplete understanding. 

Myth 2: Homeless people do 
not want regular work 
Individuals are often blamed for their own 
homelessness. People who are homeless 
are frequently seen as lazy, lacking a work ethic 
and irresponsible. Yet our research shows that 
many people who are homeless continue to 
work. Some 25% of Tent City 3 residents were 
working full or part-time, another 30% were 
actively seeking employment and 20% were 
retired or unable to work due to disability or 
other health issues. Rather than being lazy, a 
lack of jobs, limited skills or education, and low 
wages kept them homeless. As George told us: 

If they lowered the rent, I could live here. It’s 
that rent. It’s not good, it’s too high. Some 
people got two jobs and still can’t afford a place 
with that rent. 

This is especially true in light of the recent 
financial crisis. “Anybody out there is just one 
paycheck away from being homeless,” suggested 
Alonzo. 

Myth 3: People choose to be 
homeless 
Stories from Tent City 3 residents are full of 
economic travails, family disruptions, and health 
crises as precipitating causes of homelessness. 
In fact, based on a 2018 survey in Seattle, 98% 
said that they would move into safe and 
affordable housing if available. There are rare 
cases of personal choice favoring a homeless 
lifestyle – evading work and responsibility – but 
this is not the norm. 

For some, childhoods riddled with strife and 
instability – from living in the foster care system 

to living in abusive families – led directly to 
homelessness. Miguel told us how he came from 
a typical alcoholic home: 

I was put in foster care on and off and … I 
became a problem kid, you know, and 
everything like that and started drinking and 
drugging when I was 11 years old. 

There are choice examples of people “choosing” 
to become homeless, such as Candi, who did so 
after her daughter died: 

This time I can honestly say I chose it … I chose 
to put my daughter away peacefully rather 
than pay my bills. It was by choice, I chose to 
bury my child. 

While this is an extreme example, very limited 
choices are typical. We should be skeptical of 
stories about choosing to be homeless. Such 
declarations are assertions of agency avoiding 
the pain, loss, and failure and attempts to 
“salvage the self”. Residents expressed wanting a 
way out of homelessness. 

Myth 4: Social services are 
handling the problem 
Local governments, non-profit organizations 
and churches mostly address homelessness by 
providing basic needs, such as food and shelter, 
but they do little to help people actually find 
homes. Even with Seattle’s progressive politics 
and expanding economy, the city has neither the 
resources nor the plans to adequately address 
the scope of the problem, which continues to 
increase. 

Jen recounted how she lost her apartment after 
her partner was hospitalized: 

If you tell them you’re homeless, they send the 
social worker in, and she basically had no idea. 
She was like ‘here, here’s a pamphlet’, and I was 
like, ‘great, thank you, that’s really helpful’. 

The resident’s sarcasm signifies the lack of 
useful services and resources for people, 
especially inadequate housing and social 
workers. Frank, a single father, shared the 
support the he and others desperately need: 

https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/hobos-hustlers-and-backsliders
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/hobos-hustlers-and-backsliders
http://kuow.org/post/6-pictures-show-what-homelessness-looks-2018
https://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520079892
https://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520079892
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/new-homeless-count-in-king-county-shows-spike-in-number-of-people-sleeping-outside/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/new-homeless-count-in-king-county-shows-spike-in-number-of-people-sleeping-outside/
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So, I’m at the bottom, I can’t do nothing but go 
up. And I know I can’t do it by myself. I need 
caring people to support me. 

Public perceptions about homelessness matter. 
They can both broaden our understanding or 
serve to reinforce our biases. While residents of 
Tent City 3 may not be typical of the entire 
homeless population (they are more likely to be 
white, exhibit less serious mental illness and 
fewer suffer from drug and alcohol dependency 
issues), they shed light on an increasing 
population of the working poor, who cannot 
afford housing. 

Stories from tent cities reinforce much of what 
scholars of homelessness have long reported – 
that broader social systems (economic 
inequality, weakened social safety net, weak 
labor market, and rising housing costs) are the 
primary causes of homelessness.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674405967&content=reviews
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/D/bo3774726.html
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/D/bo3774726.html
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HOMELESS EXPERIENCE:  
Alumni 
 
During our weekend experience living on the streets, I 
was eager to know why people had chosen to live 
homeless. Why did they not seek housing and get 
themselves off the streets.  

 The first young man I talked to was about 25 years 
old. To my surprise, he had a job. He worked for a 
staffing company that contracted the set-up and tear 
down of events at the convention center. Making only 
$9 per hour and getting less than 20 hours a week, he seemed somewhat trapped in his situation. He certainly 
didn’t make enough for traditional housing. Averaging about $150 per week (after taxes) or $600 per month, 
accessing housing became a real challenge for him. Affordable housing and /or low income housing was an 
option for him but the waiting list was extremely long. Especially because he had no “personal issues.” He 
didn’t have a drinking or drug problem, he didn’t have any mental health issues nor was he disable in any way. 
It appears that people with these issues take priority getting into these affordable and low-income housing 
units.  

I then asked, why not stay at the mission? He explained that sometimes his worked ended well into the night 
hours. Finishing up about 1 or 2am. The mission has a curfew for those staying there he said. This created a 
conflict for him so sleeping outside became his only other option. 

Next, I talked to an older gentlemen who was on Social Security Disability. He was on the low-income waiting 
list for housing. He stated that he had been on the wait list for about three (3) years. He then said he chooses 
to sleep on the streets because motels are to expensive and the shelters only give you so many days per 
month (10). Thus he decided to set-up a tent and wait. He did say he was saving money so that he can get new 
things for his apartment when his name comes up on the list.  

Lastly, when we were at a feeding downtown there was a lady with two (2) kids. I didn’t want to seem nosy 
but I was interested in hearing her story so I approached her and started a conversation. A little suspect of me, 
she was reserved at first but as we ate and chatted she became a bit more open. She said she was “couch 
surfing.” Staying here, staying there until she could come up with a plan. She said the summer was hard for 
her because the kids were out of school. She had two little girls, one seemed to be about 9 and the other one 
about 7. She said there was little she could get done with the kids with her all day. Without a babysitter, she 
said, going to appointments and interviews was extremely difficult. She explained that during the school 
months it was easier to maneuver with the kids at school. The one thing (I noticed) she had going for her was 
having a car.                 

After we completed our weekend experience and talking to all the people who would share their story with 
me, I came to this conclusion, “people are not on the streets by choice but because they lack choices.” Our 
City should really look into this matter of homelessness, not the surface stuff, but the heart of the matter. I 
think if there are people working and/or have an income, accommodations can and should be made for these 
individuals. I was certainly of the opinion that employment cured poverty (at least homelessness). This is not 
the case – Why?   (And how do we fit it!)     
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Did you know most minority groups in the United States experience homelessness at higher 
rates than Whites, and therefore make up a disproportionate share of the homeless 
population. African- Americans make up 13 percent of the general population, but more than 
40 percent of the homeless population. Similarly, American Indians/Alaska Natives, Native 
Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders, and people who identify as two or more race make up a 
disproportionate share of the homeless population.  
 

Hispanics make up a share of the homeless population approximately equal to their share of 
the general population, while Whites and Asians are significantly underrepresented.  
 

(Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness) 
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DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see firsthand the 
situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope-
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country have 
penalized people who are forced to carryout life-sustaining 
activities on the street and in public spaces; despite the fact 
these communities lack adequate affordable housing and 
shelter space. Many of these measures are designed to 
move homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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