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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice is a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a Mi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
“Arresting and ticketing 

doesn’t solve the problem” 
 

 
“My Homeless Experience” 

 

 
Mayor forms taskforce  
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“West Palm 
Beach Mayor 
Jeri Muoio 
forms 
homeless task 
force” 
 
By: Tony Doris 
Palm Beach Post, (April2018)  
 
WEST PALM BEACH — 
 
They sleep in cars, with their 
children. They pass hours 
sitting outside the public 
library. 

They crouch on the sidewalk 
under Clematis Street shop 
displays, drink with friends 
on tree-shaded benches near 
the waterfront great lawn. 
They snooze on their backs 
in the City Hall courtyard, 
panhandle at outdoor 
eateries and interstate off-
ramps. At night they camp 
out of sight in neighborhood 

parks, sometimes by the 
dozens. 

They’re in plain sight in the 
headlines, with the 
occasional arrest, release and 
re-arrest. 

In a city that shows the 
homeless both compassion 
and anger, officials last week 
convened a task force of 
social agencies, nonprofits, 
businesses and residents to 
recommend solutions within 
two months. 

Mayor Jeri Muoio has been 
pelted with complaints about 
the homeless for months, 
particularly from downtown 
merchants who see them as 
vagrants who scare off 
business. The task force 

represents an effort to get 
the many public partners 
who deal with aspects of 
homelessness to work out 
priorities to tackle an issue 
that’s bigger than their 
individual staffs and 
resources can handle. 

“We are very proud of the 
work we do here in West 
Palm Beach, but having said 
that, it’s not enough,” Muoio 
said. “This has to be 
something where all these 
organizations and 
municipalities come together 
and lay out a plan that all of 
the communities stick to … 
I’ll see you in 60 days.” 

The recommendations can 
cover everything from 
funding to staffing, better 

https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/local/homeless-congregate-currie-park-city-struggles-for-solutions/1LoXwYtB8B28HZ5bc68yjM/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/local/homeless-congregate-currie-park-city-struggles-for-solutions/1LoXwYtB8B28HZ5bc68yjM/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/exclusive-woman-stabbed-clematis-tells-story-horror-confusion/RIB3JQsprlqjYqzzkP5NeO/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/crime--law/exclusive-woman-stabbed-clematis-tells-story-horror-confusion/RIB3JQsprlqjYqzzkP5NeO/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/west-palm-mayor-says-homeless-number-dropped-percent-last-year/HYiwjSHdpnllgAgYaoq6RJ/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/west-palm-mayor-says-homeless-number-dropped-percent-last-year/HYiwjSHdpnllgAgYaoq6RJ/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/local/downtown-donation-meters-help-west-palm-house-homeless/pHDIYWo1CjTOZZ1UsAbn5L/
https://www.mypalmbeachpost.com/news/local/downtown-donation-meters-help-west-palm-house-homeless/pHDIYWo1CjTOZZ1UsAbn5L/
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coordination among 
agencies, needed ordinances 
or housing strategies, said 
Armando Fana, West Palm 
Beach’s Housing and 
Community Development 
director, who moderated the 
group’s meeting in city hall. 

The number of homeless 
living on the streets of West 
Palm Beach went down 14 
percent in 2018, to 426 from 
498. But their concentration 
downtown has increased, as 
a percentage of homeless 
countywide, to 54 percent, 
up from 46 percent, Fana 
said. 

The task force is comprised 
of more than 20 members. 
Among them, 
representatives of: nonprofits 
The Lord’s Place, St. Ann’s, 
the Lewis Center, the 
Jerome Golden Center, 
Habitat for Humanity; city 
and county staff, the West 
Palm Beach Housing 
Authority, Downtown 
Development Authority, 
State Attorney’s Office, 
West Palm Beach Police 
Department; and Clematis 
Street businesses Duffy’s and 
Subculture Coffee. 

“Homelessness is everyone’s 
issue,” Police Chief Sarah 
Mooney said. The police 
department often feels it is 

bearing the brunt, “with only 
one tool in our toolbox,” the 
power to arrest people, she 
said. 

“We can’t fix everything with 
a hammer. Sometimes we’re 
asked to do that. Our 
officers have to have a place 
to take them.” 

One of the best hopes, she 
said, is the county’s FUSE 
program, which stands for 
Frequent User System 
Engagement. The program 
deals with a combination of 
problems that contribute to 
homelessness, from health 
to mental health and crime-
related issues. 

Police have programs for 
outreach to children, 
families, the elderly, drug 
addicts and mental health 
patients. “We’re spread so 
thin, but we can’t be the only 
ones with the remedy to the 
situation,” Mooney said. 

Fana points out that it is 
contributing to several 
programs that deal with the 
problem, but that there still 
aren’t nearly enough beds to 
place those homeless who 
line up for them. This 
includes $55,000 for peer 
outreach, through The 
Lord’s Place and Jerome 

Golden Center; $50,000 for 
FUSE; $50,000 for a 
housing stabilization 
program to help people 
cover initial rent or security 
deposits; $47,635 for a youth 
program through Vita Nova; 
and $8,000 for Homeward 
Bound, to bus homeless 
people back to relatives who 
can care for them in their 
hometowns, among other 
programs that provide 
housing and outreach to 
people on the street. 

It was clear from 
representatives of nonprofits, 
however, that demand for 
services far outstrips 
resources available. 
Meanwhile, businesses that 
rely on the perception of a 
safe, comfortable downtown 
see that perception shattered 
with every incident. 

“I understand it is such a 
difficult and sad and 
frustrating situation, said 
Raphael Clemente, executive 
director of the Downtown 
Development Authority. 
“But when you’ve got a 
family out for dinner at a 
cafe table and there’s a 
person who smells asking 
them for food, we all know 
that person is desperate, but 
that group of people is 
probably not going to come 
back to that restaurant.” 
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The Indianapolis Public 
Library 

2450 N Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Library Mission 

The Indianapolis Public Library 
enriches lives and builds 
communities through lifelong 
learning. 

The Library Vision 

To be a Center of Knowledge, 
Community Life, and Innovation 
for Indianapolis. 

Serving residents since 1873, 
the Indianapolis Public Library 
system currently consists of 23 
branches throughout Marion 
County, the Central Library 
downtown, and bookmobile 
services. 
For more information contact:  
http://www.indypl.org/ 
 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.indypl.org/
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“Homelessness 
Can’t Be 

Solved With 
Fines And 
Arrests” 

 

By: John Tharp and Maria Foscarinis 
 

When San Diego resident Gerald 
Stark’s rent increased and he couldn’t 
afford another apartment, the retired 
union pipefitter moved into his RV. 
But because he lacked an address, 
San Diego law made it almost 
impossible for him to park his RV legally, 
and it was not long before the city 
confiscated it, leaving him with no other 
place to live but the streets. There, he was 
ticketed for violating another law prohibiting 
sleeping in public. Faced with thousands of 
dollars in fines and fees he was unable to 
pay, Stark lived every day in fear of being 
arrested — for simply trying to survive. 

He is not alone. As rents and housing 
costs skyrocket in cities across the country 
— there isn’t a single county in the United 
States where you can afford to rent a two-
bedroom market-rate apartment working a 
full-time, minimum-wage job — many of 
our neighbors are just one health 
emergency, car repair or missed paycheck 
away from losing their homes. Once you 
lose your home and overstay your 
welcome with family members or friends, 
you have only two choices: staying in a 

shelter, which is often filled to capacity, or 
surviving on the streets. But what do you 
do when trying to survive is a crime? 

Police officers likely do not dream of 
ticketing people for living in a van when 
they decide to join law enforcement; they 
join to protect and serve the 
community. But law enforcement is often 
used as a first response to address 
homelessness, though officers lack the 
training of social workers or health 
professionals to direct suffering people to 
the help they need. Research clearly 
demonstrates that using law enforcement 
to address a social problem is expensive 
and ineffective. Instead of connecting 
people with services and affordable 
housing, the current legal system in many 
communities drags them into the criminal 
justice system, making it more difficult for 
them to get a job or housing. And it saps 

http://nlihc.org/oor
http://www.law.du.edu/documents/homeless-advocacy-policy-project/2-16-16-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.law.du.edu/documents/homeless-advocacy-policy-project/2-16-16-Final-Report.pdf
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officers’ morale to spend their time 
persecuting the downtrodden rather than 
preventing real crime. 

It is a harmful myth that homeless people 
cause an increase in crime. Several 
studies show homeless people are actually 
more likely to be victims of crime — much 
more so in places where they have to hide 
from police because it is illegal to live 
outside. In fact, law enforcement 
professionals know that when they can 
have a cooperative relationship with 
homeless people, the relationship can 
prove mutually beneficial — homeless 
people can serve as helpful eyewitnesses 
to street crime and often witness things 
others miss. 

In the absence of sufficient low-cost housing — 
or even shelter — many people who are 
homeless often have no choice but to break the 
law to carry out necessary, life-sustaining 
activities — sleeping, resting, using the 
bathroom — in public places. But instead of 
responding with solutions, many cities such as 
Denver, Houston and Puyallup, Washington, 
are now enacting laws prohibiting necessary 
behavior like sleeping, sitting and eating in 
public. Such laws are harmful, wasteful and 
arguably unconstitutional.  

Cities spend taxpayer dollars enforcing 
homeless encampment “sweeps” and “move 
along” policies for homeless people. On 
average, it takes a police officer three hours to 
make an arrest — time that could be spent 
fighting actual crime. And burdening homeless 
people with fines and fees makes it even more 
difficult for them to return to the tax rolls. One 

homeless man, Russell Bartholow of 
Sacramento, California, received an astonishing 
$100,000 in fines for sleeping and camping in 
public. Fining people who don’t even have 
enough money for rent isn’t productive or 
humane. 

Homelessness is a community issue, and it 
demands a community to solve it. City 
officials, community members, social service 
providers and law enforcement officers can 
work together to implement effective public 
safety measures, redirect time and resources 
away from enforcing criminalization laws and 
invest in more affordable housing using 
evidence-based model policies. 

At the federal level, a universal voucher 
program, where no person pays more than 30 
percent of their income on rent, would go a 
long way in ensuring that families can afford 
food, transportation and other necessities. 
Currently, because of funding cuts spanning 
almost four decades, only one-in-four of those 
poor enough to be eligible for federal housing 
help actually receives it. And those who do are 
often turned away due to discrimination. We 
must strengthen federal laws to end all forms of 
housing discrimination so that housing can’t be 
denied to someone due to their source of 
income, poor credit or lack of rental history, or 
their status as a victim of domestic violence. 

At the local level, ensuring that tenants in good 
standing can’t be arbitrarily evicted would help 
prevent people from being forced from their 
homes. Ensuring a right to counsel for low-
income people facing eviction would help level 
the playing field, reduce homelessness and also 
save money. And we must work with city and 

https://www.alternet.org/you-shouldnt-be-scared-homeless-people-homeless-people-should-be-scared-you
https://www.newsreview.com/sacramento/sacramentos-100-000-homeless-man/content?oid=23694183
http://www.housingnothandcuffs.org/
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county legislators to repeal all laws that make it 
a crime to be homeless. 

Philadelphia offers an example of how cities 
can make a difference. Earlier this year, law 
enforcement officials earlier donated a vacant 
office in the subway station to create the HUB 
of Hope, where outreach workers can bring 
homeless people to do their laundry and stay 
out of bad weather, and Mayor Jim Kenney 
made clear that “we are not going to arrest 
people for being homeless.” 

In Syracuse, Mayor Stephanie Miner refused to 
follow an order in 2016 by New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to arrest homeless people who 
did not enter shelters. Instead, the city engaged 
in persistent outreach to people experiencing 
homelessness to connect them to housing, 
helping Syracuse become one of the nation’s 
first cities to end veteran homelessness. 

With proven solutions, communities can help 
people like Gerald Stark, Russell Bartholow 
and millions of others off the streets and onto a 
better path, leaving everyone safer and 
healthier.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://whyy.org/articles/expanded-hub-hope-homeless-center-opening-suburban-station/
https://whyy.org/articles/expanded-hub-hope-homeless-center-opening-suburban-station/
https://whyy.org/articles/expanded-hub-hope-homeless-center-opening-suburban-station/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/mcauliffe-to-announce-milestone-in-ending-veteran-homelessness/2015/11/11/3c6fdf32-87fb-11e5-be8b-1ae2e4f50f76_story.html?utm_term=.0201b7989a57
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HOMELESS EXPERIENCE:  
Alumni 
 
I was not expecting to see the amount of 
homeless people we came across during our 
weekend experience. I knew there were homeless 
people living in downtown Indy but I was 
stunned by the amount we encountered.  

Our first night sleeping out we slept in the park. 
In addition to our group of five, there were about 
eight other people (homeless) sleeping under the 
park shelter with us. In the actual park there were 
many more homeless people scattered throughout the park. They were sleeping on the park tables and 
under the trees. One guy setup a tent to sleep-in overnight and took it down early the next morning. 
Maurice said that if it were to rain everyone would try to squeeze under the park shelter where we were 
sleeping. I was grateful it didn’t rain that night because I would have been overwhelmed (and a bit 
fearful) with that many people crammed into such a small space.  

The next night, we slept downtown in the alley by St. John’s Catholic Church. Before we arrived to our 
sleeping spot, we walked through the downtown area checking things out. I was just amazed how many 
homeless people there were actually living in the downtown area. A great part of those homeless living 
downtown were living under the bridges north of South Street (Pennsylvania St, Meridian St, Illinois St. 
and Capital St.). The homeless people had created communities under all of these bridges. Each 
community and/or bridge was somewhat different from the other in how the people utilize the space. 
For example, under the Pennsylvania Street Bridge, there was a lot of furniture. People had mattresses, 
tables, chairs and some even had couches. To my surprise, I even seen a recliner and a dining room set. 
I asked Maurice to post a picture of those dining room chairs, hopefully he will.   

In contrast, under the Illinois Street Bridge there was no furniture. The people sat and gathered on the 
stair steps up and down the side walk on both sides of the street. However, after about 10p, people start 
showing up with their sleeping gear and stuff. People came with sleeping bags, blankets, cardboard and 
the like. Although there was no furniture under the Illinois Street Bridge, just as many homeless people 
were sleeping under it as the Pennsylvania Street Bridge. I found this dynamic very interesting along 
with many other things I had seen during that weekend.   

To conclude, this homeless situation is a dire situation. These people need help. Starting with a 
profound change in how we should go about addressing this particular matter. No more lip service or 
promises to occur sometime in the far future. They need genuine and sincere help now in the present.  
It has become very clear that polarizing politics has been and continues to be the bane of these people’s 
existence. My hope is that more people can go on this weekend experience and see first-hand what 
exactly we (as the community) are neglecting to address.      
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Did you know emergency shelters play a critical role in a community’s Homelessness response 
system: they provide an immediate place to stay while people reconnect with housing (in 
theory). Shelters work best when people can enter and exit rapidly, with an appropriate level 
of services for their needs.  

 

However, emergency shelters nationwide are seeing an increase in the share of adults 
entering their programs who are older, who report having a disability, and who come from 
unsheltered locations. This shows that emergency shelters serve an increasingly vulnerable 
population, one that may face higher barriers to housing or having greater needs for services 
and supports.  
 

(Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness) 
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DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see firsthand the 
situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope-
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country have 
penalized people who are forced to carryout life-sustaining 
activities on the street and in public spaces; despite the fact 
these communities lack adequate affordable housing and 
shelter space. Many of these measures are designed to 
move homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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