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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed any 
of our pervious issues click the following 
link to our website and find them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to raise 
awareness and educate the general public 
on real homeless issues and the truth about 
living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade readers 
to facilitate or attend a Cultural 
Competency Presentation which will 
profoundly change the way you view 
homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
Official: Homeless man 
killed by police…. 
 
Associated Press 
By: Crimesider -Staff  
 

LOS ANGELES - A homeless 
man killed on Skid Row by Los 
Angeles police had been 
released last May from a federal 
prison after serving roughly 14 
years for bank robbery, a law 
enforcement official said 
Tuesday. 

The man was identified as 
Charley Saturmin Robinet by the 
official who had been briefed but 
was not authorized to speak 
publicly about the investigation 
and spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

Authorities originally thought that 
Robinet was a French national, 
but they now believe he stole 
that identity from a Frenchman. 
He was convicted in 2000 of 
three federal charges for holding 
up a Wells Fargo branch and 
pistol-whipping an employee to 
pay for acting classes at the 
Beverly Hills Playhouse. 

Federal prison records show he 
was released on May 12. 

Robinet, who acknowledged 
being an illegal immigrant, was 
arrested along with an 
accomplice and a getaway driver 
after they tried to rob the bank in 
Thousand Oaks, some 40 miles 
west of downtown Los Angeles. 

Robinet was killed Sunday after 
a confrontation with police. 
Authorities say he tried to grab a 
probationary officer's gun and 
three officers fatally shot him. 

The three officers who fired their 
weapons in a videotaped 
struggle that left a homeless 
man dead were veterans of the 
Skid Row beat who had special 
training to deal with mentally ill 
and other people in the 
downtrodden area, police 
leaders said. 

But a rookie officer who cried out 
that the man had his gun, 
leading to the shooting, had 
considerably less experience, 
and police didn't immediately 
say how much training he had 
received in dealing with mentally 
ill people. All officers must go 
through at least an 11-hour 
course. 

The mayor of Los Angeles is 
trying to assure residents about 
the investigation into a deadly 
police shooting. Multiple 
cameras captured the encou...  

 

Police Chief Charlie Beck said 
some of the veteran officers had 
"completed our most extensive 
mental illness training over a 36-
hour course." Initial signs 
showed the officers used what 

they had learned during the 
confrontation, despite the 
outcome, he said. 

"The way you have 
conversations, the way you offer 
options, the way that you give 
some space, the body language 
that you portray, the way that 
you escalate, all of that is part of 
the training," Beck said Monday. 
"I will make judgment on that 
when I review the totality of the 
investigation, but on the face of 
it, it appears they did try all of 
that." 

The shooting was captured on 
video but exactly what happened 
remained unclear. The footage 
has been viewed by millions of 
people online. 

Several dozen people rallied 
Tuesday in protest of the 
shooting. There was a moment 
of silence, and participant 
Patrisse Cullors declared the 
shooting site to be "sacred 
ground." 

A memorial at the site of the 
shooting features white roses 
placed over a tent, blankets and 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/man-dead-after-skid-row-shooting-involving-lapd/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/man-dead-after-skid-row-shooting-involving-lapd/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/man-dead-after-skid-row-shooting-involving-lapd/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/identity-of-man-shot-dead-by-lapd-on-skid-row-is-an-international-mystery/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/identity-of-man-shot-dead-by-lapd-on-skid-row-is-an-international-mystery/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/lapd-chief-man-killed-on-skid-row-forcibly-grabbed-for-officers-holster/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/lapd-chief-man-killed-on-skid-row-forcibly-grabbed-for-officers-holster/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/lapd-chief-3-officers-in-skid-row-death-had-training-on-mentally-ill/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/lapd-chief-3-officers-in-skid-row-death-had-training-on-mentally-ill/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/lapd-says-homeless-man-shot-by-cop-was-reaching-for-officers-gun
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clothing belonging to the man 
known as "Africa." 

The specialized training came 
under the nationwide Safer 
Cities Initiative, designed to tone 
down encounters between police 
and people on the streets. 

Footage showed the homeless 
man reaching toward the rookie 
officer's waistband, Beck said. 
The officer's gun was later found 
partly cocked and jammed with a 
round of ammunition in the 
chamber and another in the 
ejection port, indicating a 
struggle for the weapon, Beck 
said. 

"You can hear the young officer 
who was primarily engaged in 
the confrontation saying that 'He 
has my gun. He has my gun,'" 
Beck said. "He says it several 
times, with conviction." 

The three other officers then 
opened fire. 

The man who was shot was 
black, as is the rookie officer 
who was just short of completing 
his probationary year on the 
force, police said. 

The violence had echoes of the 
August police shooting of 25-
year-old Ezell Ford, whose 
death in a struggle with Los 
Angeles officers brought 
demonstrations in the city. Ford 
was unarmed. Police said he 
was shot after reaching for an 
officer's gun. 

Video was taken came from 
multiple perspectives, including 
two witnesses recording from 
their phones and cameras worn 
by two of the officers who fired 
their weapons. 

Beck said officers had arrived to 
investigate a robbery report and 
the homeless man refused to 
obey their commands and 
became combative. 

A security camera outside a 
homeless shelter about 75 feet 
away showed the man pushed 
over a neighbor's tent and the 
two people had a dispute. When 
officers arrived, they tried to 
speak to the suspect. 

He turned and jumped into his 
tent, and officers appeared to 
pull it up and over him to roust 
him from inside. The man 
jumped out flailing and kicking 
before ending up on the ground. 

Beck said officers didn't know if 
the suspect was arming himself. 
Stun guns "appeared to have 
little effect, and he continued to 
violently resist," Beck said. 

One witness began filming from 
a closer perspective. 

As the man took swings, four 
officers wrestled him to the 
ground. The struggle became 
blurry and distant, but shouting 

could be heard, followed by five 
apparent gunshots. 

The Los Angeles Police 
Department's inspector general 
and the city's district attorney are 
investigating the shooting. 

Two of the officers suffered 
minor injuries, including the 
rookie officer, who is on 
crutches. All four officers are 
on paid leave. 
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Special Thanks! 
 
 
Fathers and Families Center, initially known as 
the Father Resource Program, traces its 
beginning to Wishard Hospital’s Social Work 
Department. 
 
In May 1991, the hospital, through the 
leadership of Sarah Meadows, then Director of 
the Social Work Department, conducted a 
feasibility study resulting in the consensus that 
there was strong evidence that a resource 
program for fathers was needed due to a high 
single parent birth rate and the invisibility of 
young fathers. 
 
The Center became a United Way of Central 
Indiana member agency in 2003, a few months 
after re-locating from Wishard Hospital to a more 
visible and accessible location on North Illinois 
Street. Since 2006, the agency has been doing 
business as “Fathers and Families Center,” 
serving fathers and expectant fathers up to age 
28. The Center has secured federal, state, and 
local funding to support initiatives promoting 
responsible fatherhood and increased child 
support, healthy marriage, increased non-
custodial father involvement, ex-offender re-
integration, and crime prevention. 
 
The Center has received numerous awards for 
national, state, and local recognition including 
the 2008 Champion of Compassion Award from 
the U.S. Department of Labor’s Center for Faith- 
Based and Community Initiatives. 

.For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.fatherresource.org/ 

 

IN THE NEWS  

http://www.fatherresource.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Did you know that homeless 
families who cycle in and out of 
shelters lack the proper 
education for success?  

Half of all homeless parents in 
shelters don't have a high school 
diploma. In essence, this means 
they can't read or write at a level 
required to get a decent job, 
permanently sentencing them to 
low-wage, dead-end jobs or, as is 
the case for many, no 
employment prospects at all.  

Despite policy declarations and 
expectations, how can we expect 
a homeless mother to move on 
from shelter to a home of her 
own without a job that pays a 
decent wage? In truth, shelters 
have become places where 
family economic and social 
instability festers if opportunities 
are not made available. Today, 
when average length of stay is 

over a year and over half the 
families who leave shelter return, 
would it not make sense to 
address the gap in a parent's 
education while they wait for a 
viable housing option to become 
available? 

Irrespective of the competitive 
angling between the General 
Educational Development Test 
(GED) and New York's newly 
introduced Test Assessing 
Secondary Completion (TASC), 
it's clear that completing a high 
school equivalency degree 
makes sense for both homeless 
parents and the taxpayer. Studies 
of family literacy programs 
demonstrate that every dollar 
invested in adult literacy yields 
over $7 in higher incomes, tax 
contributions, reduced criminal 
justice expenses, and diminished 
reliance on public assistance. 
Those without a basic education 

Did you know?  
By: Ralph da Costa Nunez, PhD 

http://www.tasctest.com/
http://www.tasctest.com/
http://www.literacypartners.org/literacy-in-america/illiteracy-in-new-york-city
http://www.literacypartners.org/literacy-in-america/illiteracy-in-new-york-city
http://www.cssny.org/publications/entry/missed-opportunityJune2011
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are essentially relegated to being 
a permanent underclass -- which 
is both an expensive prospect for 
the city and a stain on our 
conscience. An individual who 
doesn't complete high school 
costs the city nearly $134,000, 
ironically for expenses like jail 
and shelter. On the other hand, 
those with a high school diploma 
or equivalency degree earn 65 
percent more over a lifetime, 
providing a $193,000 benefit to 
the city. Education does pay, and 
can be the difference between 
residing in shelter or your own 
home.  

Today there are about 12,000 
homeless families in New York 
City. The cost of getting an 
equivalency degree is 
approximately $1,500 per 
individual. It would cost $9 
million to provide all homeless 
parents currently lacking a high 
school degree with a basic 
literacy program. Doing nothing 
racks up a sunk cost of $804 
million and a staggering waste of 
human potential. You don't need 
to be an economist to see the 
return on investment.  

Adults struggling with literacy 
are fighting the longstanding 
aftermath of an incomplete 
education on a daily basis -- they 
might not be able to find 
directions to a new job, come up 
with a family budget that makes 
sense, or navigate their child's 
school paperwork. In-shelter 
basic education programs allow 
access to much-needed resources 
and remove red tape often 
associated with outside 
programs.  

There is no excuse to continue to 
allow parents to cycle in and out 
of the shelter system without 
arming them with the most 
fundamental tool for realizing 
their potential as individuals, 
citizens, and caretakers. It's 
unrealistic to expect someone 
lacking literacy skills to wade 
into a grim job market and 
succeed. Why should taxpayers 
continue to throw good money 
after bad? 

A basic education alone is not a 
permanent solution, but it's an 
important stepping-stone to a 
long-term solution for low-skill 
workers. With it, homeless 
parents can consider enrolling in 

community college or applying 
for jobs for which they were 
previously unqualified. Investing 
in literacy skills gives homeless 
families a tremendous leg up 
when it comes to escaping 
homelessness and saves 
taxpayers millions of dollars. In-
shelter high school adult 
education programs are a victory 
for everyone.  

We have a unique opportunity to 
act now. We know who they are, 
where they are, what they are up 
against, and what services will 
make the most difference. Now 
what we need is bold leadership 
and common sense to make it 
happen. It's time to read the 
writing on the wall, and make 
sure everyone can as well.  

In the end, family homelessness 
isn't simply about the need for 
housing; it's also about the need 
and role of education in 
achieving that end.. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.cssny.org/publications/entry/missed-opportunityJune2011
http://www.cssny.org/publications/entry/missed-opportunityJune2011
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.icphusa.org/PDF/reports/ICPH_PolicyBrief_HowaGEDIsaRealAdvantage.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/downloads/pdf/dailyreport.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/downloads/pdf/dailyreport.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dhs/downloads/pdf/dailyreport.pdf


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 7 

 

 

CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: HUD 
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In Francis’ 
Vatican, the 
Homeless get VIP 
treatment?”  By: Sebastien Maillard – Vatican 
Correspondant for La Croix, Rome 
 
ROME -- Visitors had to leave 
the Sistine Chapel earlier than 
usual on the afternoon of March 
26 -- before 4:00 p.m. -- and not 
because of some exclusive VIP 
event. A group of around 150 
homeless were granted a private 
visit before being offered supper 
inside the Vatican Museums' 
cafeteria. They were separated 
into three groups, with a guide 
showing the masterpiece of 
Michelangelo as part of a tour of 
the Vatican's museums and 
gardens. The session also 
included passing close by Santa 
Marta's residence, where Pope 
Francis lives and works.  

After the visit, Francis greeted 
the homeless: "Welcome, this is 
a house for all. Your house." He 
then spent 20 minutes meeting 
his special guests, one by one. 

Homeless people don't appear as 
just words in a speech or a 
prayer for the "pope of the 
poor." They have become part of 
the Vatican's daily life. On 
March 22, 400 of them helped 
deliver pocket Gospels that 
Francis was offering to the 
crowd gathered on St. Peter's 
Square for the Angelus prayer at 
noon. One hundred homeless 
people also did the same a month 
before, handing out another 
booklet for Lent. 

The Vatican not only attracts 
tourists worldwide but also 
beggers standing around 
Bernini's colonnade. At night, 
some homeless find shelter at the 
doorstep of Vatican offices. In 
Buenos Aires, Jorge Bergoglio 
used to walk all by himself, as 
cardinal, inside the slums 
surrounding Argentina's capital. 
He cannot do this anymore as the 
bishop of Rome, so he told 
Monsignor Konrad Krajewski, 
whom he appointed as almoner, 
"You can sell your desk. You 
don't need it ... You need to go 
out and look for the poor." 

Free haircuts 
 
Krajewski has taken several 
initiatives in Pope Francis' name. 
The visit to the Vatican 
museums is only his latest. 
Earlier this year, he organized 
hot showers under Bernini's 
colonnade and, on Mondays, 
hairdressers from training 
schools offer a free haircut. 

This makes the Vatican not only 
a place where one can 
contemplate some of humanity's 
finest art collections, but also a 
place to witness Christian 

compassion for the poor. Thanks 
to actions such as the ones 
developed by the pope's almoner, 
headlines in the press are not 
only about scandals within the 
Vatican Bank; now they also 
celebrate the Vatican's charities. 
In January, the pope organized a 
raffle to benefit the poor, giving 
away a car, a bicycle and other 
gifts he had received. The 
Vatican plans another such event 
for June. 

Such actions are common among 
parishes and dioceses, but 
developing them at the level of 
the central government of the 
Catholic church sends local 
churches a signal to do even 
more, in a creative way, by 
themselves. Pope Francis has a 
kind of DIY approach on social 
matters. He asks priests not only 
to preach and confess but also to 
take part directly in finding 
concrete solutions for the 
unemployed, migrants and 
homeless surrounding them. He 
once asked nuns in Rome to 
welcome asylum seekers: 
"Empty convents are not for the 
Church to transform into hotels 
and make money from them," he 
said. "Empty convents are not 

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2147719,00.html
http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2147719,00.html
http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/kraiewski-vaticano-vatican-39983/
http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/francesco-francisco-francis-angelus-39319/
http://ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles/pope-francis-gets-his-oxygen-slums
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/pope-ramps-vatican-charity-office-closer-poor-sick-article-1.1532693
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/02/07/vatican-offers-free-showers-haircuts-and-umbrellas-to-the-homeless/
http://abcnews.go.com/International/pope-francis-raffles-off-car-hat/story?id=28026887
http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/27751/
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ours, they are for the flesh of 
Christ: refugees." 

By offering showers, haircuts 
and cultural visits to homeless 
people or asking them to deliver 
the Gospel, Pope Francis 
underlines another dimension of 
his approach to charity: not 
giving "just" food, but also 
restoring human dignity. This 
esteem was demonstrated when 
Krajewski brought four homeless 

men to have breakfast at Santa 
Martha on Pope Francis' 
birthday.  

In January, when a homeless 
man of Flemish origin, Willy 
Herteller, died near the Vatican 
due to the winter cold, Francis 
was compassionate yet again. 
Swiss Guards and Vatican clergy 
used to know Willy well. 
Funerals were held for him, and 
he was granted a grave in a 

cemetery near St. Peter's 
Basilica, within the Vatican City, 
that is normally reserved for 
clergy and VIPs. Willy thus lays 
among the celebrities, buried in 
one of the city's most revered 
graveyards. And just a couple of 
meters from Pope Francis' 
residence. 

. 

 
 

                               
 

Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 

http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/papa-pope-compleanno-birthday-compleanio-30670/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/02/27/vatican-homeless-man-funeral_n_6770680.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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   https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-16286961741 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-16286961741
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DATE:  Friday, April 24, 2015 - Sunday, April 26, 2015 
 

TIME: Friday, 4pm Begin – Sunday, 2pm End 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr%23!form/c6rr
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As we fight the criminalization of 
homelessness, we emphasize that 
our goal is not to promote the right 
to sleep on the streets; our goal is 
to ensure that if people are forced 
to call the streets home, that they 
be treated “fair and equal” in that 
capacity.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
Voice 

Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

                                    CreativeChangeProject.com 
 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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