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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice is a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a Mi 
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“My Homeless Experience” 

 

 
“University host a Homeless 

Tent Camp” 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 2 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A Homeless Camp 
in Our Back Yard? 
Please, a University 
Says” 
 
By: Kirk Johnson 
The New York Times 
February/ 2018  
 
SEATTLE — For months, 65 
homeless people lived in tents 
they set up in a parking lot 
behind the Seattle Pacific 
University bookstore, with a 
row of portable toilets and 
layers of clothes to guard 
against the damp chill of 
winter. It was a homeless 
camp like so many that crop 
up along roads and 
ramshackle lots in some 
American cities, except that 
this one had been invited here 
by the university 
administration. 

So Genny Deserley, 14, who 
became homeless with her 
mother, Krissy, last year when 
the rent on their apartment 
doubled, sometimes curled up 
in the university library or the 
student union with a book on 
rainy afternoons. And Emma 
Goehle, a Seattle Pacific 

sophomore studying global 
development and sociology, 
spent hours meeting with 
people in the tent city and 
conducting interviews for a 
university research project on 
homelessness. 

Homeless encampments are 
bleakly familiar fixtures in 
cities. But here in the Puget 
Sound area of Washington 
State, which struggles with 
one of the nation’s worst 
homelessness problems, an 
unusual arrangement took 
root: homeless camps with 
rights and rules, and given 
government protection from 
the raids, sweeps and 
indignity of life in the 
shadows. 

Some other cities grappling 
with homelessness, especially 
on the West Coast, have set 
aside places to allow camps or 
have opted not to enforce laws 
on outdoor camping for 
periods of time. But the 
Seattle area went further into 

the experiment: It has, over 
the course of more than a 
decade, gradually allowed 11 
camps to become permanent 
features of the landscape. 

This tent city in the university 
parking lot was orderly — it 
even had a front desk where 
visitors were expected to 
check in — and the 
arrangement generated 
intense conversations about 
homelessness across the 
campus. But the approved 
encampments also raise 
questions among people who 
say the problem needs a much 
larger, more permanent 
solution. 

Are the Seattle area tent cities 
a crutch that takes pressure 
off demands that government 
provide permanent affordable 
housing? Or are they true 
steppingstones into the 
mainstream, with their 
internally enforced rules 
aimed at sobriety and 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2017-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
http://greaterseattlecares.org/encampments/location-hosts/
http://greaterseattlecares.org/encampments/location-hosts/
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participation in camp security 
and democracy? 

 “It worked,” said Frederick 
Brewer, 55, one of the five 
elected leaders of the camp 
here, known as Tent City 3 or 
TC3, which is one of three 
tent cities managed by a 
nonprofit group of homeless 
and formerly homeless people 
called Share/Wheel. But, Mr. 
Brewer said, “it didn’t solve 
the problem.” 

National advocates for the 
homeless say much the same 
thing. The city of Seattle helps 
fund some tent camps, they 
said, through financial or 
logistical support, but the city 
also continues practices of 
sweeps and evictions for 
unsanctioned camps that it 
doesn’t want. 

“Seattle is doing some things 
that are fairly innovative,” 
said Maria Foscarinis, the 
executive director of 
the National Law Center on 
Homelessness & Poverty, a 
nonprofit legal group in 
Washington, D.C. “But the 
encampments are there 
because of the failure to 
create affordable, decent 
housing. I absolutely fear that 
they will be seen as the 
solution.” 

Still, over the 15 years that the 
Seattle area has allowed some 
camps — some anchored in 
one place, others, like TC3, 
roving from host to host — the 
arrangement has often 
affected the permanent 
residents they wound up 
living beside. Nowhere was 
that more true than at Seattle 
Pacific. The idea of a 
university hosting the 

homeless at all, let alone for 
months, is all but unheard-of 
around the nation, education 
experts said. 

The university, which was 
founded by Free Methodist 
Church members in 1891, has 
allowed TC3 on campus for 
three 90-day stays over the 
last six years. Two other 
Seattle schools, the University 
of Washington and Seattle 
University, have also hosted 
camps. 

“It does change the 
institutional DNA,” said Nate 
Mouttet, Seattle Pacific’s vice 
president for enrollment 
management and marketing. 
Prospective students, he said, 
know right from the time they 
first tour the campus that 
“sometime in their experience 
here, they’re going to 
encounter what it means to be 
around homelessness.” And 
homeless people, who in some 
cases come from generations 
of poverty, can be changed as 
well. 

“The students have become 
our friends,” Ms. Deserley 
said. She said that she and her 
daughter had fled an abusive 
relationship, and that it made 
her hopeful seeing Genny 
explore the campus and 
understand what education 
might offer. 

But on a religious university 
campus where discussions of 
theology and morality are part 
of the curriculum, 
interactions across the 
camp/campus line were 
complicated, too. 

 “We want people to know 
about tent cities,” said Karen 

Snedker, an associate 
professor of sociology. “We’re 
trying to do it with no 
exploitation if at all possible,” 
she said. “But there is a power 
differential, there is a status 
differential, and you can’t 
completely get away from 
that.” 

Sally J. Clark, a former 
member of the Seattle City 
Council, said she had long 
wrestled with the question of 
whether supporting 
sanctioned camps was an 
openhearted city response, or 
a failure that looked good only 
in the moment. The 
population of the 11 
sanctioned camps fluctuates, 
but their total capacity of 
about 500 to 600 people 
constitutes only a small 
fraction of the need here. 
Experts say that there are 
more than 11,000 homeless 
people in the region. Some 
say the sanctioned camps 
have created something of a 
hierarchy among the 
homeless, between people in 
the permitted tent cities and 
those in camps deemed 
illegal. 

“My thinking has evolved,” 
Ms. Clark said. “If the world 
were a better place, I would 
never support funding or 
policies that make outdoor 
camping — tent cities — a 
permanent part of the 
response to homelessness.” 

She added, “But as I look 
around at the scale of the 
crisis in the Seattle area, I 
don’t have a better solution.” 

Inside TC3, alcohol or drug 
intoxication, violence, or 
failure to work volunteer 

http://www.sharewheel.org/aboutus
https://www.nlchp.org/about
https://www.nlchp.org/about
http://spu.edu/about-spu/spu-facts
http://spu.edu/about-spu/spu-facts
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security shifts can get 
residents banished by camp 
leaders, one of the relatively 
elaborate camp rules that 
cover 14 pages. 

Still, sometimes there is no 
clear path. Last fall, when 
Micailah Moore, a 20-year-
old sociology major, arrived in 
the camp for an interview 
with a resident who was living 
there with his 6-year-old 
daughter, she found that the 
father had taken ill and was 
headed by ambulance to the 
hospital. 

He pleaded with Ms. Moore: 
Could she drive his daughter 
there and meet them? She 
immediately said yes, but on 
the way, she became unsure 
about the ethics and liability 
at issue. She knew that her 
professors were having a 
meeting that day in a nearby 
doughnut shop, so she pulled 
over and ran in. 

“I said, ‘What do I do?’” Ms. 
Moore said. 

The situation was soon 
resolved. The little girl got a 
doughnut and was reunited 
with her father, who 
recovered from what turned 
out to be food poisoning. 

But a bigger problem, Ms. 
Moore said, emerged more 
gradually, as she spent more 
time in the camp. She was 
raised Baptist in North 
Carolina, the daughter of a 
pastor. But now, she said, she 
was identifying with members 
of the tent camp and 
beginning to have questions 
about her faith. 

“I’m a Christian, and I think 
it’s O.K. to struggle and have 
doubts, but I’ve had a lot 
more,” she said. “I want so 
badly for these people to be 
miraculously helped — I’ve 
gone through placing that 
blame on God, and being 
frustrated.” 

Patricia Malone, 57, a TC3 
resident who has been 
through four moves now, 
leaned against a stack of 
boxes as the camp broke 
down at Seattle Pacific 
University on a recent 
Saturday morning. 

Ms. Malone spent 40 years 
waiting tables, which she said 
took a toll on her back and 
legs. She came to Seattle in 
2012 seeking better medical 
care and has been homeless 
on and off since. Around her, 
student volunteers were 
helping to load the trucks for 
the camp’s next home — a 
grassy lot owned by a small 
Baptist church across town. 
“Hard, and getting harder,” 
Ms. Malone said, of life on the 
move. 
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Danny’s Closet of Hope 
9101 Wesleyan Road 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46268 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKING MEN SUITABLE FOR 
JOB SUCCESS! 
Danny’s Closet of Hope is a non-
profit, faith and community-based 
organization committed to 
demonstrating the love of God to 
men in Marion and surrounding 
counties in the state of Indiana 
who seek assistance in obtaining 
adequate clothing for 
interviewing, gaining and 
maintaining employment, and 
building hope for a new future. 

OUR OPERATION IS SIMPLE 
We are dedicated to building hope 
for a new future and want every 
client feeling more confident 
about their job interview when 
they leave with a new great fitting 
interview suit. 
For more information contact:  
https://www.stvincent.org/how-we-are-different/dannys-closet-of-
hope 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.stvincent.org/how-we-are-different/dannys-closet-of-hope
https://www.stvincent.org/how-we-are-different/dannys-closet-of-hope


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 6 
 

 
“Good Intentions Do 
Not End Homelessness: 
What We Must Learn 
From a Baby Named 
Hope” 
 

By: Ben Cattell Noll 
National Alliance to End Homelessness (Feb/2018) 

 

Her name is Crystal Champ. 

One week ago, however, during the State 
of the Union address, she was reduced to 
“a pregnant homeless woman preparing to 
inject heroin.” 

It is rare that homelessness or addiction 
find themselves in the spotlight of a 
national speech. But there were Ryan and 
Rebecca Holets, the adoptive parents of 
Crystal Champ’s baby, seated next to the 
First Lady. 

The story goes that Officer Holets 
encountered Ms. Champ while on patrol 
with the Albuquerque Police Department. 
He told her she would harm her baby if she 
continued to use. “She told him she didn’t 
know where to turn, but badly wanted a 
safe home for her baby,” President Trump 
recounted. Officer Holets returned home to 
his wife and told her this story, and they 
decided to pursue adopting the child. 

The Holets’ did adopt the baby, and named 
her Hope. She was there in her adoptive 
mother’s arms, right beside the First Lady. 
We never learned her birth mother’s name, 

though, or what became of her after her 
interaction with Officer Holets. 

In his address, President Trump said that 
“the most difficult challenges bring out the 
best in America.” This is surely true of the 
Holets family, whose act of kindness 
helped provide safety and stability for this 
child. 

But kindness is not a scalable 
intervention. Good intentions do not 
end homelessness. Housing does. And 
connecting vulnerable children — and 
their parents — with a safe home 
should not have to fall on the shoulders 
of good-hearted citizens alone. The 
most difficult challenges may bring out 
the best in American citizens, but they 
must also bring out the best in America: 
bold, federal interventions to end 
homelessness, accessible treatment for 
people with opioid use disorders, and 
real solutions to poverty. 

We know that housing is healthcare. We 
know that the stability of a home ensures 
the best outcomes for people living with 
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addictions. We know that proven, best 
practices include: access to safe, low-
barrier emergency shelter; a path to 
permanent housing; and quality health care 
with immediate access to life-saving 
substance abuse treatment. 

Homelessness and addiction are not 
intractable problems. While they are not 
easy to solve on the individual level, we 
know generally what works. Unfortunately, 
these solutions are chronically 
underfunded. In fact, federal homeless 
assistance grants will require significantly 
increased investment in the 2018 budget 
just to keep up with rising demand for 
services. 

If we really care about Crystal Champ and 
other families in similar, devastating, 
situations then we must continue to 
prioritize and sufficiently fund effective 
interventions. 
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Homeless Experience:  
Alumni – Casey K.    
 

Not sure how I underestimated how much walking would 
occur during this homeless weekend experience but I totally 
did miscalculate it.  Walk, walk, walk and walk, every day and 
to every place we went – more walking. Don’t get me wrong, I 
enjoy walking but when it’s for leisure.  When its out of necessity however, and all the 
day long, I am not a big fan.  

All this walking created in me a new appreciation for sitting and resting.  Whenever we 
arrived at a destination, I was the first one sitting down because it became clear to me 
whatever was next on the agenda – we had to walk to it! One day it rained most of the 
day and I thought we would go easy on the walking but nope we didn’t. We still had to 
eat. We still had to find a place to get out of the rain. We still had to go back to our 
sleeping location and we still had to grab our things that we had hid away (at a different 
location).  

Overall, the weekend experience was intense for me. Primarily, trying to mentally adapt 
to sleeping outside (in a park) in a metropolitan / urban setting situated downtown was 
rough. The fear of “what could” happen was very overpowering. The first night I 
probably did more 10 to 15 minute “cat-naps” all night than actually resting or 
comfortably sleeping. In contrast, I was so tired the next night from all the walking and 
stuff we had done that day that I passed right out when we got to our sleeping spot. 
When I woke-up the sun was up and the day had already started without me. So 
basically, it was a struggle to sleep Friday going into Saturday but Saturday going into 
Sunday I was to exhausted to care.  

It did help that we were a group of five. I found some truth in the saying that there is 
“strength in numbers.” For me it was more “confidence” in numbers. Also, everyone in 
our group was on the same page with “living out” for the first time. We actually had 
some interesting conversations before bedding down each night and during the day 
while walking.  

The weekend’s experiences, specifically, sleeping in the same shared spaces and eating 
every meal together (daily) created a real sense of comradery among us. I didn’t see 
that coming. It felt like I was processing the weekend through a group perspective 
instead of a personal one. What a learning enhancement!  I am happy that I went on 
this excursion. I genuinely encourage others to try and “spend time outside of your 
comfort zone sometime,” it can be a REAL humbling experience.        
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Did you know many people experiencing homelessness have literally 
no choice but to live outside and in public places? Sadly, laws and 
enforcement practices punishing the presence of “visibly homeless 
people” in public spaces continue to grow. Homeless people, like all 
people, must engage in activities such as sleeping or sitting down to 
survive. Yet, in communities across the nation, these harmless, 
unavoidable behaviors are punished as crimes or civil violations.  

 (Source: National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty) 
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/
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DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope-
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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