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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 

We welcome you back to our fifth (5th) 
issue of “The Voice.” Like always, if you 
have missed any of our pervious issues click 
the following link to our website and find 
them there 
(http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
Due to the volume of questions, regarding 
homelessness (which is a good thing), we 
have changed our newsletter format a bit. 
We have moved the “Question” section to 
the end and added a “Charting the Way” 
section in its place. “Charting the Way,” will 
show homeless stats (locally and nationally) 
for those who just love the numbers and 
moving the “Question” section to the back, 
now allows us to answer your questions 
with more than just a paragraph. 
 
So, our new format: 
 
 Welcome! 

 In the News 

 Cincinnati police start a new 

trend when dealing with 

homeless camp. 

 Special Thanks 

 Panera Bread 

 Did you know? 

 80% of the homeless population 

suffer from mental health issues 

 Charting the Way 

 Estimated homeless count by 

States 

 Question 

 Where do the homeless come 

from and why are they on the 

streets so long? 

 Homeless Graphic Art 

 Food for thought 

 Next Cultural Competency 

Presentation! (New)    

 
Again, the purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the general 
public on real homeless issues and the 
truth about living homeless. Our hope is 
that we can persuade readers to facilitate 
or attend a Cultural Competency 
Presentation which will profoundly change 
the way you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 

 
 
 

 
Mentally Ill 
Did you know that 80% of the homeless 
have mental health issues? (Page 4) 

 
What is the homeless spectrum?  
 (Page 6) 
 

 
Working Together  

 Police work with homeless camp (Page 2) 
 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr
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IN THE NEWS! 
Homeless camp’s closure 
may offer model for other 
Cities 
 

 
By: Mark Curnutte, The Cincinnati 
Enquirer 10:37 p.m. EDT September 21, 
2014 

QUEENSGATE, Ohio — Off in 

a corner of the camp, two 

women — both survivors of 

domestic violence — shared a 

shanty with their three German 

shepherds. 

A prostitute found protection 

from her abusive pimp among 

homeless men. 

Heroin addicts shot up and 

dropped dirty needles beside the 

railroad tracks, not far from 

where social workers say a 

military veteran lost and left his 

prosthetic foot. 

Seven years in the making, this 

was the region's largest and most 

established homeless camp. 

Several dozen people once lived 

there at any time, under tarps and 

in shanties fashioned from scrap 

lumber, plywood and rusting 

corrugated metal sheets, under a 

U.S. 50 overpass just west of 

downtown. 

Now, the people are gone — and 

the camp has become the latest 

test case for how police and 

advocates can work together to 

move the homeless to better 

places. 

No longer do Cincinnati police 

raid such camps, giving people 

just hours to clear out before 

destroying shelters and throwing 

away their possessions. Officers 

no longer set a deadline for 

vacating, arrest homeless people 

or slap them with trespassing 

citations that they won't be able 

to pay. 

 

Libby Harrison, with the 

Cincinnati Homeless Project, 

looks for used needles at a 

homeless camp in Queensgate, 

which is no longer inhabited, on 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014.  

 

About 17 people were staying 

there, including heroin addicts, 

who slept in a segregated area of 

the camp. Cincinnati Police 

worked with social workers from 

Lighthouse Youth Services to 

provide services and new places 

for homeless camp residents to 

stay.  

 

A community cleanup is planned 

for the area on September 23.  

 

 

 

 
Workers from Lighthouse Youth 

Services talk to homeless people 

and their dogs under an 

underpass at Clifton and Spring 

Grove Avenues.  

Officers in this case worked with 

social workers over four to six 

months to gain trust of camp 

residents and convince them that 

it was in their best interests to 

move as fall and winter 

approached. People were helped 

according to individual needs. 

Experts call it the wave of the 

future. 

"We're starting to see that police 

officers are being police officers 

and allowing social workers to 

do what they do," said Michael 

Stoops, community organizer for 

the advocacy group the National 

Coalition for the Homeless in 

Washington, D.C. "Throwing a 

guy in jail does not solve the 
issue." 

On Tuesday, police officers, 

social workers and volunteers 

will descend for a final cleanup 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2014/09/21/closing-regions-largest-shantytown/16029997/
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2014/09/21/closing-regions-largest-shantytown/16029997/
http://www.ap.org/
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of the camp, tucked behind a 

flood wall on private property. A 

half-dozen free-standing shanties 

will be removed, along with piles 

of garbage and furniture left 

outdoors and now soggy and 

musty from rain. 

"Police now understand that 

(helping homeless people) is a 

process and not something that's 

going to happen in a week," said 

Antione Spriggs, street outreach 

coordinator for Lighthouse 

Youth Services. 

In 2013, the city of Cincinnati 

and Hamilton County 

experienced a 38 percent 

increase in the number of 

homeless people living on the 

streets or in other places not 

meant for human habitation, 

such as a car or abandoned 

building, according to the annual 

report released in August by 

watchdog Strategies to End 

Homelessness. 

The 1,531 people counted last 

year stands as the most since 

such data became available in 

2006. Those numbers rose from 

1,108 in 2012 and 922 in 2011. 

People on the street are the 

chronically homeless, said Kevin 

Finn, executive director of 

Strategies, the non-profit that 

applies for and manages 

homeless prevention money for 

the city of Cincinnati and 

Hamilton County. 

Agency data show that 51 

percent of street people identify 

as having a mental illness; 52 

percent are addicted to drugs or 

alcohol; and 68 percent report 

suffering from one or more 

disabling conditions. Some 

residents of the abandoned 

homeless camp said they had 

phobias about walls and enclosed 

spaces, Spriggs said. 

People living in homeless 

shelters are more likely to have a 

job or be working a rehab 

program and preparing to move 

into some type of supportive, 

subsidized housing. 

Of the Queensgate camp's 

residents, four women said they 

were domestic violence 

survivors and owned six dogs 

between them. If they'd been 

forced to give up their dogs, the 

women would not have left the 

camp voluntarily. 

 

Instead, they received help from 

the YWCA of Greater 

Cincinnati, including residence 

at its battered women's shelter, 

while social workers arranged 

for a veterinarian to shelter the 

dogs. 

"There's a movement in 

homelessness to have animals for 

protection," Spriggs said. 

The camp had no children. 

"That concerned us. We had to 

make sure no children were 

living here," said Cincinnati 

officer Lisa Johnson, a member 

of the department's Quality of 

Life Enhancement Team, which 

answers directly to Chief Jeffrey 

Blackwell. 

Blackwell, she said, "is adamant 

about us helping people." 

The camp's population ranged 

from 15 to 25 people. 

The elaborate shanties illustrate 

the longevity of the homeless 

camp and the permanence 

residents attached to their homes. 

People elevated the houses to 

avoid dirt and water by using 

pallets or paving stone or rocks 

as the foundation. 

Built from a combination of 

scrap lumber, blue tarps and 

corrugated metal sheets, most 

homes contained one or two 

beds, including sheets and 

comforters. One house had a 

used six-drawer dresser. 

Residents split the camp into two 

halves. The first mini-

neighborhood, built beneath a 

canopy of mature trees, had three 

large houses. The remaining 

houses were scattered over a 

larger area — police called it 

"the suburbs" — beneath the 

overpass. 

Such shanty towns as the one 

under the U.S. 50 bridge are not 

uncommon. 

The National Coalition for the 

Homeless released a report in 

2010 titled "Tent Cities in 

America: A Pacific Coast 

Report." It showed how 

authorized and unauthorized tent 

cities – created for and by 

homeless people and families – 

are found across the country. 

During the Great Depression in 

the 1930s, shanty towns were 

known as "Hoovervilles," 

cementing popular blame for the 

severe economic downturn on 

President Herbert Hoover. 
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110 West Washington Street, 
Indianapolis, IN, 46204 · (317)822-8385 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Special Thanks! 
 

Panera Bread® believes in giving back to 

the local communities. They have worked to 

help combat hunger for over 25 years. Since 

then, their efforts to fight hunger have grown 

to include various charitable initiatives and 

donation programs.  

 

At the end of each day, Panera Bread donates 

all unsold bread and baked goods to local area 

hunger relief agencies and charities as part of 

its local Day-End Dough-Nation program. 

Collectively, Panera bakery-cafes donated a 

retail value of approximately $100 million 

worth of unsold bread and baked goods in 

2012 to help fight food insecurity in our 

communities. 
 

For more information follow the link below: 
https://www.panerabread.com/en-us/articles/day-end-dough-
nation-feature.html 
 
 

 

IN THE NEWS  

https://www.panerabread.com/en-us/articles/day-end-dough-nation-feature.html
https://www.panerabread.com/en-us/articles/day-end-dough-nation-feature.html
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eight percent (80%) of our homeless population 
suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Did you know that the homeless population 
here in Indy can be grouped in five (5) basic 
groups?  
 
  

 Did you know that the majority of 
the homeless population suffers 
from mental health issues?  
 
More than 80% of the people living 
on the streets have been diagnosed 
or documented as a mental health 
candidate. The most prevalent 
Illnesses that can be seen include 
but are not limited to, bipolar, 
depression, PTSD, schizophrenia, 
paranoid personality disorder, 
obsessive-compulsive disorder, 
social phobia, dissociative identity 
disorder, psychotic disorder and 
cognitive disorder. Street life is 
extremely difficult and those that 
are burden with these types of 
afflictions suffer even more.  
  
Without insurance to pay for 
medication and/or treatment, 
people living on the streets with 
mental health issues are forced to 
live out these disorders daily. 
Unfortunately, many self medicate 
with street drugs just to cope and 
make it through the days.   
 
These which self medicate would 
be considered “high” functioning. 
As long as they keep themselves 
under the influence of a substance, 
they, for example:“don’t hear the 

voices” or they feel emotionally 
balanced. These are then able to 
live among other homeless people 
without a great deal of conflict and 
drama. The number one substance 
of uses is – Marijuana.       
 
On the other hand, you have those 
who endure the suffering and 
behave accordingly – the “low” 
functioning. These usually end up in 
jail because of their bazaar 
behaviors; most people perceive 
them to be under the influence of 
alcohol or a substance when they 
are not.  
 
They are constantly moving around 
while living on the streets. They 
usually stay to themselves and trust 
no one. They sleep when they get 
tired (this could be in the day or 
night) and wander the rest of the 
time. It’s very hard to engage with 
them because of their separation 
from reality. They are victims to 
many street crimes (rapes, 
robberies and physical abuse) but 
are unable to report these crimes 
because they lack the ability to 
articulate the crime to law 
enforcement.   
 

Did you know  
By: The Creative Change Project 
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They go for days without showing 
and usually wear the same clothes 
no matter what condition the 
clothes are in. When they get 
hungry they usually eat out of trash 
cans behind restaurants because 
they can’t always remember the 
days and times when food is being 
served around the city. These 
usually die on the streets because 

they lack the skills to survive on the 
streets and in the different seasons. 
Moreover, because of their 
abnormal behaviors they have been 
barred from all the places (i.e., the 
libraries, the malls, restaurants, 
dayrooms and missions) that 
provide shelter during inclement 
weather.       
  

To learn more about those that 
suffer from mental illness, join us 
for our upcoming Cultural 
Competency Presentation.   
 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: The 2013 Annual Homeless Assessment 
Report (AHAR) to Congress 
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"The Homeless Spectrum” 
 By: The Creative Change Project 
 

 
 
 

 
Question: Where do homeless 
people come from and why are 
they on the streets for so long? 
 
Great question! This is a 
question that we cover in “great 
detail” in our Cultural 
Competency Presentation. So 
we will attempt to share a 
summary with the allotted 
newsletter space given.     
 
 If you refer back to last month’s 
(September) “question” we 
listed a chart of those situations 
that trigger homelessness. The 
chart also illustrates “those 
situations” that bring people to 
the streets. 
 
Now the second part of the 
question can be answered by 
what we call the “homeless 
spectrum” (see chart below). 
This chart shows three sections 
(or tiers) of homelessness, the 
first section would be people 
that have been on the streets 
for 30 days or less. The second 
section is the people that have 
been on the streets for less than 
one year. And the last section is 
the folks that have been on the 
streets over a year. Time is the 
moving force here, that is, every 
single day is moving (or holding) 
a person in one of these three 
categories.   
 
Hopefully, our very brief 
overview can give you some idea 
of how people get stuck living on 
the streets.   
 

Group 1 (People that have been 
on the streets less than 30 days) 
This is a very wreckless and 
desperate group of people. 
Many bad decisions and bad 
choices are made by the people 
in this group because of fear. 
Moreover, not knowing what to 
expect living on the streets, 
these folks do whatever they 
can to get themselves off the 
streets. This includes, but is not 
limited to, burglary, prostitution, 
drug dealing, check cashing 
frauds, credit card scams, 
suicide attempts, insurance 
fraud, faking mental health 
symptoms, deceiving agencies 
and churches as well as identity 
frauds. Some go as far as faking 
to care about someone (living in 
housing) for shelter. These 
behaviors and the consequences 
thereof cast a negative shadow 
over all those who are in 
homeless community.  
 
Group 2 (People that have been 
on the streets less than one 
year) 
The fear has subsided and now, 
for this group, it’s all about 
survival on the streets. But first 
let’s look at how this group 
came to be. Clearly when people 
first get to the streets they seek 
help. This group consists of 
those that have sought help via 
agencies, programs, and the like. 
Unfortunately, they did not 
qualify for one reason or 
another and now wait for new 
programs or opportunities that 
will help them to escape street 
life. In the mean time, they 

begin to settle into a routine of 
living on the streets, creating 
norms that will get them from 
day to day.    
 
Group 3 (People that have been 
on the streets more than a year) 
Elapsed time has now confirmed 
that there is little to no hope of 
escaping the street life. 
Therefore, this group has 
created the homeless culture 
due to the daily needs of living 
on the streets.  A lot like those 
that are housed, these too seek 
to make their “street existence” 
as normal as possible. Housed in 
tents, cars, abandon structures, 
cubby holes or shanty’s, their 
goal is to establish a stable and 
safe environment that may be 
embraced as a “home.” These 
are the ones with employment 
and long term tenure on the 
streets. These are the ones 
known by their first name with 
service providers, outreach 
groups, local churches and 
businesses. More importantly, 
these are the ones most 
devastated when property and 
possessions are destroyed by 
officials. 
 
So the reason they stay on the 
streets for so long is because 
they consider the streets - 
Home. 
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People “NEW” to the 
Streets (30 days or less)

People who have been on the 
streets about a year. 

People who have been on the streets over a 
year. 

Service providers and services are
Focused on this group. 

 
 
 
 

Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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In many Amercian cities there are fewer available 
shelter beds than homeless people in major cities across 
the nation. In some places, the gap between available 
space and human need is significant, leaving hundreds 
or, in some cases, thousands of people with no choice 
but to struggle for survival in outdoor, public places.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT: Cultural Competency Presentation 
FRANKLIN PARK CHURCH 

7001 S Arlington Ave 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 

6:30p to 8:30p (Free meal included) 
https://www.facebook.com/events/643094912471683/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Voice 
Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

 
 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

Like Us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project-2/777741175590133 

Visit Our Website: 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr 

https://www.facebook.com/events/643094912471683/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project-2/777741175590133
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr
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