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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Welcome! 
 In the News 
 California law says, Free 

IDs for the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  

 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  

 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a 

Mile in My Shoes! 
(September)  

 Food For Thought  
 
 
 
 

 
Criminalizing not working… 
Proof that this method is not working 
(Page 4) 
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
 (Page 6) 

 
Solving Homelessness  
Best practices across the U.S. (Page 2) 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
“Some places are 
actually solving 
homelessness, but not 
in the way you’d think” 
 
By: Alexia Underwood  
February 5, 2016 

 

San Francisco’s plan 
to “clean up their streets” —
or remove people who are 
living on the streets from 
public view in advance of 
the Super Bowl — is not 
uncommon. It’s a frequent, 
if controversial, practice 
before major sports 
events and celebrations. 
There is one thing that it 
isn’t, though: a permanent 
solution to the problem of 
homelessness. 

There are places in the U.S., 
however, that say they have 
found the answer to this 
seemingly intractable issue. 
All have used some 
variation of “Housing 
First,” a strategy that 
supplies homeless people 
with heavily subsidized 
permanent housing, with no 
preconditions. 

The idea is simple: People 
who are homeless or 
chronically homeless have a 
primary need, which is to 
find stable housing. Once 
that’s taken care of, they 
can focus on dealing with 
other problems, like mental 

illness, physical disabilities 
and addiction. Studies have 
shown that housing the 
homeless is actually 
cheaper than letting them 
remain on the street due to 
the high cost of jail stays 
and emergency room visits. 
The Housing First strategy 
offers support and 
assistance to chronically 
homeless individuals once 
they have a permanent, safe 
place to live. Here are a few 
of the places that say 
they’ve eradicated chronic 
homelessness, and how 
they did it. 

 

Utah 

The state of Utah is the 
poster child for the Housing 
First strategy. They 
successfully slashed their 
chronically homeless rates 
by 91 percent over the 
course of a decade— a truly 
impressive feat. 

(Chronically homeless 
means people who have 
been out on the street for 
over a year, or four times in 
the past three years.) They 
began with 17 people and a 
small pilot program in Salt 
Lake City. Their approach 
of offering subsidized 
permanent housing was so 
successful, that politicians 
were soon willing to try it in 
the rest of the state. It turns 
out that housing the 
homeless also cost the city 
much less than letting them 
remain on the streets 
(around $8,000 per year 
per person vs. $20,000) 
because of expenses like 
emergency room visits, 
shelters and jail time. Other 
reasons why this strategy 
worked so well: The Church 
of Latter-day Saints, which 
wields enormous influence 
in the state, was supportive 
of the plan. Also, Utah is a 
relatively small state, which 
made the policy easier to 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/matier-ross/article/S-F-mayor-Homeless-have-to-leave-the-6465209.php
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB121788405566611245
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB121788405566611245
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_First
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_First
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/03/25/housing-first-homeless-charlotte_n_5022628.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/03/25/housing-first-homeless-charlotte_n_5022628.html
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/10/459100751/utah-reduced-chronic-homelessness-by-91-percent-heres-how
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/10/459100751/utah-reduced-chronic-homelessness-by-91-percent-heres-how
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/10/459100751/utah-reduced-chronic-homelessness-by-91-percent-heres-how
http://www.npr.org/2015/12/10/459100751/utah-reduced-chronic-homelessness-by-91-percent-heres-how
http://www.businessinsider.com/this-state-may-be-the-first-to-end-homelessness-for-good-2015-2
http://www.businessinsider.com/this-state-may-be-the-first-to-end-homelessness-for-good-2015-2
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/09/22/home-free
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/09/22/home-free
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implement. Their 
chronically homeless 
population 
numbered 2,000 in 
2005when the program was 
enacted; today that number 
is less than 200. 

 

Phoenix 

Phoenix, AZ, says it recently 
succeeded in eliminating 
chronic homelessness 
among veterans. Over a 
three-year period the city 
found permanent housing 
for nearly all of it’s 222 
chronically homeless 
veterans by implementing 
the Housing First strategy. 
One factor that inspired the 
city to focus on this issue 
was President Obama’s 
stated goal of ending 
homelessness among 
veterans by 2015. Some 
factors that helped: It’s 
relatively cheap to build in 
Phoenix, and there’s space 
to build (the city built 
nearly 200 new apartments 
to house the vets). They also 
received $6.5 million in 
federal grants to combat 
homelessness. As recently 
as 2014, the Arizona 
Coalition to End 
Homelessness put the 
retention rate at close to 95 
percent. 
 
Houston 

Houston, TX, claims that 
it’s the largest city to 
eradicate chronic 
homelessness among 

veterans. Using the same 
basic policy strategy as 
Utah and the city of 
Phoenix, they moved almost 
3,700 veterans into 
permanent housing in a 
three-year period by way of 
a community initiative 
called The Way Home, 
which allowed nonprofits in 
three counties to work 
collaboratively to house 
vets, and then offer them an 
array of services and 
assistance. 

 

New Orleans 

As of last year, this historic 
southern city which 
suffered through Hurricane 
Katrina says it has ended 
veteran homelessness as 
well. In one year, New 
Orleans officials and 
nonprofits placed 227 
veterans in housing. One 
reason why they were able 
to accomplish this so 
quickly is that New Orleans 
has less homeless vets than 
other major cities; 
according to the Christian 
Science Monitor, Los 
Angeles had more than 
1,600 homeless veterans 
and New York had close to 
7,000 during this same 
time period. New Orleans 
Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
made a public pledge to 
house all veterans by the 
end of 2015 (in response to 
a challenge from Michelle 
Obama) and worked with 
over 60 nonprofits and 

organizations to make it 
happen. 

The simplicity of this 
approach — giving people 
access to permanent 
housing, which then allows 
them to focus on other 
things, like dealing with 
mental illness and 
addiction — seems almost 
too obvious. But there are 
still lots of obstacles: Not all 
cities are willing to commit 
the funds, not all cities have 
the space to house their 
homeless populations and 
political infighting prevents 
some cities from focusing 
on one cohesive strategy 
like Housing First. And it’s 
important to remember that 
ending homelessness for 
specific communities, like 
veterans or the chronically 
homeless, still leaves tens of 
thousands of people on the 
streets. So is Housing First 
a catch-all remedy? 
Probably not. But its 
success has inspired other 
cities to experiment with 
how they combat 
homelessness, with 
intriguing results. In the 
end, the success of Housing 
First shows us that 
rethinking our established 
policies — and treating 
people with dignity and 
respect — can go a long way 
toward finding sustainable 
solutions. 

 

  

http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/02/housing-first-solution-to-homelessness-utah
http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2015/02/housing-first-solution-to-homelessness-utah
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/16/us/program-to-end-homelessness-among-veterans-hits-milestone-in-arizona.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/16/us/program-to-end-homelessness-among-veterans-hits-milestone-in-arizona.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/16/us/program-to-end-homelessness-among-veterans-hits-milestone-in-arizona.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/12/20/phoenix-says-its-the-first-city-to-end-chronic-homelessness-among-veterans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/12/20/phoenix-says-its-the-first-city-to-end-chronic-homelessness-among-veterans/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/12/20/phoenix-says-its-the-first-city-to-end-chronic-homelessness-among-veterans/
http://mic.com/articles/119932/houston-just-became-the-biggest-city-in-america-to-eradicate-veteran-homelessness#.kheEef7Ld
http://mic.com/articles/119932/houston-just-became-the-biggest-city-in-america-to-eradicate-veteran-homelessness#.kheEef7Ld
http://mic.com/articles/119932/houston-just-became-the-biggest-city-in-america-to-eradicate-veteran-homelessness#.kheEef7Ld
http://mic.com/articles/119932/houston-just-became-the-biggest-city-in-america-to-eradicate-veteran-homelessness#.kheEef7Ld
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/11/houston-homelessness-declines_n_7561640.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/06/11/houston-homelessness-declines_n_7561640.html
http://www.thewayhomehouston.org/about-us/
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/0109/In-a-US-first-New-Orleans-finds-homes-for-all-its-homeless-veterans
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/0109/In-a-US-first-New-Orleans-finds-homes-for-all-its-homeless-veterans
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/20/fact-sheet-preventing-and-ending-veteran-homelessness
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/20/fact-sheet-preventing-and-ending-veteran-homelessness
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/1201/In-one-California-community-a-different-approach-to-homelessness
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/1201/In-one-California-community-a-different-approach-to-homelessness
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/1201/In-one-California-community-a-different-approach-to-homelessness
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/1201/In-one-California-community-a-different-approach-to-homelessness
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1919 North Meridian Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

(317) 261-7200 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Our mission at IHA is a simple one – to 
provide low-income families, seniors and 
persons with disabilities access to decent, 
safe, affordable housing in Indianapolis. By 
extension, we hope to fight housing 
discrimination in our community while 
leading more Indianapolis citizens to 
greater self-sufficiency. 

Achieving that mission, however, is not so 
simple. In the midst of an uncertain 
economy, we must explore innovative and 
diverse solutions in a constant effort to 
serve as many Indianapolis families as 
possible, as fully as possible. Chasing 
innovation means executing progressive 
solutions like mixed-source financing for 
new developments. It also means 
establishing mixed-income communities 
that stabilize our neighborhoods while 
breaking the cycle of concentrated low-
income housing that plagues so many 
urban areas. 

At IHA, we pride ourselves on the 
efficiency and professionalism of the work 
we do in a field that can often be trying and 
short on resources. We do it with the 
knowledge that our work is essential and 
impactful – not only on the lives of the 
families we assist, but on the changing 
landscape of affordable housing in 
Indianapolis. 

For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.indyhousing.org/  

 

 

http://www.indyhousing.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

By Sarah Grossman 

Cities that penalize homeless 
people, instead of providing 
them with the services and 
affordable housing they need 
are paying a steep price, 
according to a new report. 
A report from the University of 
Denver looked at 76 cities 
across the state and found 
that they are enforcing anti-
homeless ordinances at high 
rates, collectively costing 
them millions of dollars.   
These ordinances criminalize 
activities such as sitting, 
sleeping or lying down in 
public, begging, panhandling 
or loitering. 
 “The activities that we’re 
talking about are acts of 
being,” Terese Howard, 
member of Denver Homeless 
Out Loud, said to the 

Huffington Post on Thursday. 
“It’s basically anything but  
walking. As long as you’re 
walking or moving, you can 
exist. But the second you sit 
down or lay down, you face 
consequences.” 
Colorado Springs has 
doubled its rate of 
enforcement of anti-homeless 
ordinances between 2010 and 
2014, according to the report. 
Denver issued over 2,000 
trespass citations to homeless 
individuals between 2013 and 
2014. That’s more than half of 
all trespass citations in the 
city, even though homeless 
residents represent only 0.05 
percent of the population. 
“Law enforcement treats me 
pretty rough,” a homeless 
person told the University of 
Denver in the report. “I’ve 
been kicked in my sleep, 
kicked in the face. I fell asleep 

“Here’s More Proof That 
Criminalizing Homelessness 
Doesn’t Work”  

          

http://www.law.du.edu/documents/homeless-advocacy-policy-project/2-16-16-Final-Report.pdf
http://denverhomelessoutloud.org/
http://denverhomelessoutloud.org/
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in a dumpster area. A police 
man found me: ‘Get out of 
here, you f-ing bum, if I catch 
you here again, you’re going 
to get it worse.’ I will never 
forget that one -- it was a 
thunderstorm that night and 
that’s the only cover I had.” 
Some cities prohibit public 
urination, but don’t provide 
alternatives for homeless 
residents, says the report. 
Denver, for instance, does not 
have a public bathroom open 
24 hours a day. 
“The lack of dignity is one of 
the most horrible effects of 
these ordinances,” Howard 
said. “Basically when you’re 
living on the streets you’re 
told you are a criminal. And 
you take that to heart. Cops 
aren’t there to help, they’re 
there to tell you to move.” 
Accompanying this 
criminalization is a shocking 
lack of support to the 
homeless: Boulder provides 
280 beds for 440 homeless 
residents, according to the 
report, and shelters in Denver 
can only house about 10 
percent of the area’s 
homeless population. 
“[There] is a lack of 
infrastructure to serve people 
in crisis,” Shahera Hyatt, 
director of the California 

Homeless Youth Project, told 
The Huffington Post. “We 
don’t have affordable housing 
in our communities enough to 
meet the need.” 
In order to afford an average 
rental in Denver in 2014, a 
resident needed to make $35 
an hour, according to 
the Denver Post -- more than 
four times Colorado’s 
minimum wage. The steady 
decline in affordable housing 
has contributed to a 600 
percent increase in the 
homeless population of 
Colorado from the 1990’s to 
2010, according to the report. 
“I have friends who have lost 
jobs, and then have been 
unable to get housing from 
having so many tickets,” 
Howard said. 
The worst part is, the 
enforcement of anti-homeless 
laws collectively costs the 
cities millions of dollars. 
Denver alone spent $750,000 
enforcing these ordinances, 
according to the report. 
Criminalizing homelessness is 
an ineffective solution, 
because it is costly, it fails to 
address the causes of 
homelessness and it keeps 
people homeless, according 
to the report. In order to 
reduce homelessness, the 

money would be better spent 
expanding services and 
affordable housing options. 
“Moving chronically homeless 
individuals off of the streets 
and into permanent 
supportive housing ends their 
homelessness, with 95 
percent housing retention 
rates,” John Parvensky, 
president of the Colorado 
Coalition for the Homeless, 
told Huff Post. “It also reduces 
taxpayer-funded emergency 
services from detox facilities, 
hospitals, emergency rooms, 
jail time, police and shelter 
services by 81 percent.” 
Colorado could look to other 
states as examples, such 
as Virginia and 
Connecticut who have 
officially ended homelessness 
among veterans by providing 
timely, permanent housing 
options. 
“Don’t criminalize our 
existence,” Howard said. 
“Treat us like humans, and 
provide the resources that we 
need in order to have a 
dignified space to exist.” 
 

. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_27118702/renters-need-make-35-an-hour-afford-housing.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/virginia-is-first-state-to-end-chronic-veteran-homelessness_us_56461a3ee4b045bf3deed64a
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/connecticut-becomes-second-state-to-officially-end-veteran-homelessness_us_56cb4bebe4b0928f5a6c9693
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: Think Progress 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: Sean 
 

OK, let me first say – I DID NOT go on the homeless experience weekend. So 
why am I writing this paper, right? That’s where I was when Maurice asked 
me to write this paper – “If I didn’t go, how can I possibly write about the 
experience?” His reply was, “Didn’t you sign up to go months ago?” And I 
said, “Yes.” Then he said, “Tell me (in the paper) what happened, focus on 
“the feelings” you were experiencing when it came time to actually 
participate.” I agreed.  
 
It was true, Maurice came out and gave a homeless presentation for our 
group. We were all excited after he shared so much insight about the 
homeless and the homeless community. After he left, we felt overwhelmed with compassion and 
wanted to do something “with or for” the homeless people. We looked on the website he had shared 
with us and there it was – The Homeless Experience! This was it! We all agreed to participate and 
signed-up right then online.  
 
For the rest of the month and the month following I was feeling really good. I felt like I was finally 
getting involved, that is, doing my part. Then came the month of the outing. I remember thinking the 
very first day, “WOW- that was quick, I need to get myself prepared for this event.” Interestingly, my 
friends that had signed-up with me seemed to still have their zeal. I wanted to believe I had mine too 
but something inside felt different. However, I told myself, “At the end of the day (self), I’m going to 
participate in this experience.  
 
Then it happened, somehow I went from unafraid to fainthearted. This was not good because we were 
about two weeks out from the event. Fear, however, of the unknown had dropped on me like a ton of 
bricks and it altered my behavior tremendously. For instance, I remember avoiding phone calls from my 
friends that week who I signed-up with. I remember trying to find extra assignments and/or projects at 
work so I could call off the weekend. I “may have” intentionally annoyed my wife hoping to start a fight 
so I could use that as an excuse not to go. Yes, my actions became extremely irrational and I was a total 
mess. It wasn’t until the time that I finally canceled (which was the night before the event) that I 
regained some sort of calm within myself.  
 
Weeks later after the homeless experience, still feeling a little embarrassed and certainly disappointed 
with myself, I told all this to Maurice (when I finally decided to call and apologize for the no show). 
However, he said to me, “that was your homeless experience.” “What?,” I said. Then he said, “That was 
your homeless experience. Instead of experiencing what it’s like living on the streets (physically), you 
experienced what it was like (mentally) transitioning to the streets. People fight that battle everyday, 
some win and some are not so fortunate. But for you, the day you signed-up to go out and experience 
homelessness, you “unconsciously” evicted yourself from your own comfort zone (temporarily). As you 
moved closer to the event, thus began your internal struggle.”  

What he shared with me never crossed my mind. But after I wrote this paper I could clearly see what he 
was saying.  
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 11 
 

 

Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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                                       hhttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-22434023769 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-19769816052
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DATE:  Friday, April 22, 2016 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr
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Over the past 25 years, cities across 
the country have penalized people 
who are forced to carryout life-
sustaining activities on the street and 
in public spaces; despite the fact 
these communities lack adequate 
affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed 
to move homeless persons out of 
sight, and at times out of a given city.  
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http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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