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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice is a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a Mi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why are we arresting the 
Homeless? 

 
My Homeless Experience 
 

 
27 Homeless overdose in 24 
hours 
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“Up to 25 homeless 
people overdose at 
or around Wheeler 
Mission in 
downtown Indy” 
 
By: Haley Bull 
Fox 59 News 
February/ 2018  
 
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. – 
Within a 48-hour period, 
up to 25 homeless 
people are suspected of 
overdosing on "flakka" 
at the Wheeler Mission 
or the surrounding area 
downtown, according to 
IMPD. 
 
The shelter’s chief 
development officer, 
Steve Kerr, says one 
person remained on life 
support as of Thursday 
afternoon. 
 
"I seen a guy bite a 
guy’s neck," said 
Dennis Waterman, a 
guest at the shelter. 
"They were just falling 

out like, just dropping 
like flies around here." 
 
The men's shelter 
director, William 
Bumphus, said it 
started Tuesday night 
when all of the sudden 
people started acting 
abnormal one after the 
other. 
 
"One guy if I remember 
correctly, one guy he 
ran into a wall. One guy 
started shouting, one 
guy tried to bite another 
guy in the neck, one 
guy just started 
throwing up and 
convulsing, one guy just 
fell out he had you 
know no clue where he 
was," Bumphus said. 
 
First responders were 
called. IEMS said it saw 
a spike in call volume 

for the area and a few 
patients who were very 
violent. 
 
"One of the many 
problems with synthetic 
drugs is the extreme 
variability of 
symptomology. You'll 
see a patient that may 
just be anxious, 
depressed, they may be 
just nauseous or 
sweating or just feel off 
as a result of the drug 
use and everything 
from there all the way 
up to what we would 
call excited delirium," 
said Mike Hayward, 
IEMS' chief of 
operations. 
 
IEMS said it had a total 
of 24 incidents from 
Jan. 31 to Feb. 1 in the 
area between Alabama, 
College, Washington 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 3 
 

and New York. Those 
include primary 
impressions of 
everything from chest 
pain to overdoses, 
though a more detailed 
assessment may reveal 
a result of an overdose. 
IEMS said a normal run 
load for that area is 
about eight per day. 
 
"What we're seeing is 
really a product of 
certain people coming 
into a neighborhood 
with the express intent 
of taking advantage of a 
very vulnerable 
population, and that's 
the homeless 
population that naturally 
you will find around the 
Mission" Hayward said. 
 
IMPD said they started 
gathering information 
as result when they 
were called to the 
shelter Tuesday. The 
shelter allowed IMPD 
K9s into the facility to 
search for narcotics. 
"I saw IMPD had half a 
dozen guys lined up 
against Wheeler 
Mission and they were 
being patted down," 
said Brian Whisman, a 

guest at Wheeler 
Mission. 
 
According to IMPD, at 
least 21 to 25 homeless 
people experienced 
“medical issues” 
consistent with the use 
of “flakka,” a street 
name for spice. Police 
say this particular 
mixture may have 
included other illegal 
substances like PCP. 
 
Throughout the 
investigation, local 
authorities and hospital 
officials collaborated to 
identify the distributor of 
the drugs. As a result, a 
person of interest was 
identified and arrested. 
That person’s name 
has not been 
announced. 
 
"We think a lot of these 
guys are just preying on 
the homeless and 
taking advantage of the 
men who are at the 
shelter," Bumphus said. 
 
Kerr said they believe 
someone may have 
brought the drug in 
through their clothing. 
The shelter's security 

system includes 
wanding down people 
who enter, but if it isn't 
metal it wouldn't be 
detected. They then 
believe men went to the 
bathroom where they 
used the drug. 
 
Kerr said this time of 
year they typically have 
a 50 to 1 guest to staff 
ratio which can be 
tough. He said they 
have elevated six part-
time staff members to 
full-time status and that 
they have a zero 
tolerance policy for 
alcohol and drugs. 
 
"But we will work with 
any man who wants 
help. Our first objective 
is safety of all of our 
guests and the safety of 
our staff," Kerr said "If a 
man is dealing or even 
using narcotics in our 
facility we'll get him 
help. But if he's coming 
in our facility selling and 
will not cease that 
activity he will be no 
longer  invited as a 
guest," Kerr said. 
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Tabernacle Presbyterian Church 
418 E 34th Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46205 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Circles is a national 
relationship-based movement 
to help communities become 
educated about the causes of 
poverty and the barriers that 
keep people in poverty and 
directly helps individuals and 
families living in poverty to 
achieve self-sufficiency. Circle is 
in more than 70 communities 
throughout the U.S. and 
Canada. 

 

Building Relationships in 
Community is Key because we 
are better together. This 
inherent belief aims to 
influence the volunteering 
experience and build social 
connectedness that results in 
stronger communities.  
 

For more information contact:  
http://www.circlesindy.org/overview.html 
 

 

 
 

http://www.circlesindy.org/overview.html
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“It Doesn’t Make Any 
Sense To Arrest People 
Who Are Homeless” 
By: Eleanor Goldberg / HuffPost 12/21/17 

An increasing number of new laws across the 
United States make it a crime to be homeless. 
But these laws don’t actually manage to get 
people off the streets ― they just perpetuate 
the cycle of homelessness, experts say. 

Homelessness has reached such crisis levels 
that a United Nations expert sent to 
investigate poverty and inequality in the U.S. 
included the criminalization of homelessness 
in an extensive report released last Friday. After 
spending two weeks meeting with communities 
facing some of the most dire circumstances, 
Philip Alston, the U.N. special rapporteur on 
extreme poverty and human rights, concluded 
that mistreatment of people experiencing 
homelessness is one of the key contributors to 
the stark levels of inequality.  

“The way to end homelessness is hardly to 
arrest people, keep them in prison for a time and 
then kick them out on the street again,” Alston 
told HuffPost in a phone interview Friday. “That’s 
a costly, vicious cycle. What we’re doing is 
making it worse.” 

 

Homelessness is on the rise in the U.S., an 
issue that’s inextricably tied to a lack of 
affordable housing. But instead of investing in 
sustainable housing options and job retraining 
programs, which have proved to work and save 
taxpayer dollars, states continue to pass more 

laws that essentially make it impossible for 
people to escape the streets. 

Such laws make it illegal to stand, sit, sleep, 
panhandle and partake in other basic functions 
in public. In turn, police officers dole out fines, 
which often start out small but quickly balloon 
into crushing debt for a person without means. 
Those who are arrested, even for minor 
offenses, end up with a criminal record that add 
another obstacle to employment and housing. 

Since 2006, bans on sitting and lying down in 
public have increased by 52 percent in the 187 
cities that the National Law Center on Poverty & 
Homelessness tracks. Bans on sleeping in 
public have increased by 31 percent over that 
same period.  

These laws are particularly cruel considering 
people sitting or sleeping outdoors often have 
nowhere else to go. The U.S. has seen 
a dramatic rise in tent cities over the past 
decade, in a response to a shortage of shelters, 
according to a new report from NLCPH. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22533&LangID=E
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2017/HUDNo_17-109
https://www.nlchp.org/documents/Housing-Not-Handcuffs
https://www.nlchp.org/documents/Housing-Not-Handcuffs
https://www.nlchp.org/press_releases/12.20.17_tent_city_USA
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Even those who manage to gain access to 
shelters often have to make difficult 
tradeoffs. Going to shelters often means being 
vulnerable to theft, and many shelters limit the 
items people can bring, which forces people who 
are homeless to discard belongings. 

“You give up all this property for the guarantee 
… of a spot on the floor for one night,” Eugene 
Stroman, who lives in an encampment in 
Houston, told NLCHP.  

Shelters also typically shut their doors during the 
day, which means that people who are 
unhoused have to spend at least part of it on the 
streets ― standing, sitting or lying down ― and 
risk getting punished for it. 

According to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s latest estimates, there 
were 553,000 people living in emergency 
shelters, transitional housing programs and in 
unsheltered settings in the U.S. on a single night 
this year. That marked a slight increase from 
2016. The number of people without shelter in 
high-cost areas increased “significantly,” 
according to the report.  

But NLCHP believes that those figures are 
underestimated because of flaws in HUD’s 
methodology. 

For example, the numbers don’t account for 
people in jails and prisons during the time of the 
count, Maria Foscarinis, founder and executive 
director of the National Law Center on 
Homelessness & Poverty, told HuffPost.   

“These numbers can be large,” Foscarinis noted, 
“and include people incarcerated for violating 

laws criminalizing homelessness.” HUD also 
fails to account for people who don’t have 
sustainable housing but aren’t necessarily 
visible, including those who crash on couches or 
sleep in cars.  

Low-income people living in expensive areas are 
bearing the brunt of the criminalization. In 
California, homelessness increased by 26 
percent this year from 2016, according to HUD. 
Los Angeles reported 6,696 arrests of homeless 
people on skid row from 2011 to 2016, for 
example. 

“Rather than responding to homeless persons 
as affronts to the senses and to their 
neighborhoods, citizens and local authorities 
should see in their presence a tragic indictment 
of community and government policies,” Alston 
said during a news conference in Washington, 
D.C., on Friday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nlchp.org/press_releases/12.20.17_tent_city_USA
https://www.nlchp.org/press_releases/12.20.17_tent_city_USA
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2017/HUDNo_17-109
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2017/HUDNo_17-109
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2017/HUDNo_17-109
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2017/HUDNo_17-109
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22533&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22533&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22533&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22533&LangID=E
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Homeless Experience:  
Alumni – Ben (re-print)   
My homeless experience was very eye-opening. I’m so glad I 
had the chance to see certain things “first-hand.” I, probably 
like most people, have always heard (or been told) that 
homeless people were lazy. I did not find this laziness among 
the people. In fact, right before the sun was up to well after 
dark, I seen these people moving all over the city seeking the food, clothing, 
hygiene and various other resources. I witness them hiding personal belongings 
(in bushes & behind building) for later retrieval and searching out information 
regarding services and gathering additional resources for the following day.  

All weekend, I seen the people moving from here to there and there to here, non-
stop. Having nowhere to belong, I would see them resting at libraries, bus stops, 
alley ways, park benches and behind buildings (basically anywhere there was a 
welcoming seat). Certainly, this is not how I would define lazy.  

Then I thought, maybe the myth of laziness was related to employment? Could 
the myth be suggesting that the homeless were without because they won’t go 
get jobs? I found this, also, not to be true. Where we slept in the park the first 
night (Military Park) there was a guy with a Kroger name tag, sleeping with us. He 
was the first one up and gone the following morning. Then I seen a young lady 
who was bundling up for the night wearing a Stake-n-Shake apron with her name 
badge pinned to it as well. The second night, over in the alley by the church (St 
John’s) where we slept, there was a guy sleeping with us who delivered pizzas for 
Dominoes. He parked his car on the backside of the alley, got some cardboard and 
fond a spot to sleep with us on the sidewalk.  

As we moved through the weekend, I listened a lot! And much of the 
conversations between the homeless people was about things (good, bad and 
funny) that were happening on their jobs. Some even talked about getting better 
jobs or a second job if their transportation situation was better. Witnessing these 
experiences truly caused a paradigm shift in me.  

After our second full day on the streets, the myth that homeless people were lazy 
was completely dispelled in my mind. As much walking, reallocating and moving 
our group had done in just two and a half days, someone doing this everyday all 
day long is NOT a lazy person. Nor did I find this to be a life-style for the sluggish.  
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Did you know many people experiencing homelessness have literally 
no choice but to live outside and in public places, laws and enforcement 
practices punishing the presence of visibly homeless people in public 
space continue to grow. Homeless people, like all people, must engage 
in activities such as sleeping or sitting down to survive. Yet, in 
communities across the nation, these harmless, unavoidable behaviors 
are punished as crimes or civil infractions.  

 (Source: National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty) 
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/The-Creative-Change-Project-303593586466151/


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 12 
 

                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://bit.ly/Hand-of-Hope-
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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