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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed any 
of our pervious issues click the following 
link to our website and find them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to raise 
awareness and educate the general public 
on real homeless issues and the truth about 
living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade readers 
to facilitate or attend a Cultural 
Competency Presentation which will 
profoundly change the way you view 
homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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Why are the homeless always 
downtown? 
Did you know that many homeless 
resources are located downtown? (Page 4) 

 
My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
 (Page 6) 

 
Helping the Homeless… 
Police Officer aids homeless man…  (Page 2) 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
Police officer finds kindred 
spirit in homeless man….. 
 
The Arizona Republic 
By: Emily Mahoney 
 

Thomas Goodwin had been 
living on the streets for nearly 
two years, with worsening skin 
cancer on his hand, when he said 
he began to give up all hope of 
recovery. 

But that all changed when 
Phoenix police Officer Richard 
Dicarlo took notice. 

"I got to a point where I said, 
'You know what, this is where 
I'm gonna be; I'm gonna be out 
on the street,'" Goodwin, 61, said 
Tuesday morning. "Then the 
Officer Dicarlo showed up." 

After interacting with Goodwin 
several times, Dicarlo said he 
knew he had to take action to 
help Goodwin get the help he 
needed. 

With permission from his 
supervisors, Dicarlo then spent 
his entire shift on April 7 aiding 
Goodwin. He gave him food, 
paid for a taxi to a hospital so 
Goodwin's hand could be 
examined and transported him to 
Circle the City, a Phoenix non-
profit that connects the homeless 
with medical care. 

"I noticed that his spirits were 
even further down, and he was in 
an extreme amount of pain." 
Dicarlo said Tuesday morning at 
a news conference called to 

highlight his work with 
Goodwin. 

After losing several 
telemarketing jobs, Goodwin 
ended up on the streets. He said 
he had tried to get medical care 
while he was homeless, but 
struggled because he lacked 
resources like transportation or a 
working phone. In his time of 
deepest need, he said it was 
Dicarlo's help that was the final 
piece that made his recovery a 
reality, even at a time when it 
was easy for him to resent law 
enforcement. 

"I would still be on the streets 
feeling sorry for myself," 
Goodwin said. "I could see 
through all the other things that 
might have prejudiced my view 
of law enforcement. I didn't see 
any of that. I just saw an 
individual that cared about me as 
a human being." 

 

Phoenix Police Officer Richard 
DiCarlo helped Thomas 

Goodwin when he noticed he 
was living on the street with an 
infected hand and took him to 
Medical Respite Center at Circle 
the City in Phoenix on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2015. (Photo: Michael 
Schennum / The Republic) 

Medical professionals diagnosed 
Goodwin with squamous cell 
skin cancer, which had made its 
way into his hand. They 
successfully operated on his 
hand, and Goodwin said he not 
only owes a new life to Dicarlo, 
but also his physical well-being. 

"Had Officer Dicarlo not come 
to me when he did and get 
everything rolling, I would not 
have a hand," he said. 

Circle the City's founder, Sister 
Adele O'Sullivan, said the story 
of Goodwin and Dicarlo 
illustrates the core purpose of the 
non-profit. 

The organization provides 
medical care the the homeless, as 
well as housing, food and case 
management services while they 

http://azc.cc/1S985O3
http://azc.cc/1S985O3
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recover. Circle the City serves 
350 adults per year but hopes to 
increase its services to 4,000 per 
year with the opening of a new 
Phoenix facility in July. 

"Mr. Goodwin's story tells 
exactly the reason why Circle the 
City exists," she said. "Circle the 
City is proud to be part of Mr. 
Goodwin's story and we're 
certainly proud to have police 
officers in our community like 
Officer Dicarlo." 

Sgt. Vince Lewis, a Phoenix 
police spokesman, said officers 
aren't often celebrated for their 
individual acts of kindness, 
which is all the more reason why 
Dicarlo and Goodwin's story 
should be told. 

"Individual police officers don't 
do a lot to tout our doings," 
Lewis said. "I know officers 
spend a lot of time striving to 

make a difference in their 
community so we've wanted to 
champion officer Dicarlo's 
efforts." 

Dicarlo said helping Goodwin 
represents the best part of his 
job. 

"On a day-to-day basis, we see a 
lot of people at their end point," 
he said. "Many times when 
people are in contact with the 
police or are calling the police 
they're not at their best and I'm 
just glad I could appreciate 
where Tom was in his spirits and 
his healthcare and that I was able 
to bring this fruition." 

Goodwin said was scheduled to 
undergo further surgery on his 
hand Thursday, and planned to 
stay at Circle the City until he is 
fully recovered. Case managers 
at the non-profit are helping 

Goodwin find housing for when 
he is ready to live independently. 

"I feel better than I've felt in a 
long time right now," he said. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS  
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615 N Alabama Street Ste B 

Indianapolis, IN ·46204 (317) 639-5645 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Thanks! 
 
 

 
 
Gennesaret Free Clinics came into being in 
1988, when Dr. James A. Trippi, a local 
physician, was volunteering at a church soup 
kitchen. As he watched the homeless people 
shuffle through the line, he began diagnosing 
their ailments in his head. When asked if they 
had medical care, the response he heard was 
‘no’. Seeing a need, Dr. Trippi packed his black 
bag and brought some of his colleagues 
together to treat homeless persons who slept on 
the pews of a local church. From that encounter 
in February 1988, Gennesaret Free Clinics 
became the first agency in Indianapolis to bring 
medical care to homeless persons. Gennesaret 
Free Clinics – a human response to a 
community need. 
 
Now Gennesaret provides comprehensive 
services that include, medical, dental, early 
detection for breast & cervical cancer, vision 
care, and respite care for homeless men and 
women. Services are provided at a variety of 
times and places to make our services more 
accessible for our patients to access. 
 
They are healthcare professionals and other 
concerned individuals who have heard a calling 
to offer their talents and training to the homeless 
and low-income of Indianapolis. Through their 
volunteer efforts, they endeavor to provide 
competent, accessible and compassionate 
healthcare to the needy. Their faith moves them 
to show special respect and dignity to those who 
have fallen outside the system; for they realize 
that it is in such a healing encounter that they 
are all made more whole by God. 

.For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.gennesaret.org/ 

 

http://www.gennesaret.org/


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 5 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

  

HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Did you know that all crucial 
resources necessary for 
homeless people to survive are 
located in and around the 
downtown area?  
 

Allow us to illustrate by 
identifying the service provider 
and their downtown location 
and what resource they provide 
for our homeless community 
(example):  

(THE RESOURCE) XYZ Company 
(@ 123 Smith Street) 

To begin, the three (3) primary 
places that serve FOOD daily are 
Wheeler Mission for men (@ 
522 E. Market St), Salvation 
Army for women (@ 540 
Alabama St) and the Cathedral  
Kitchen which does breakfast for 
all (@ 1350 Pennsylvania St.).  

Those that are homeless and 
lack transportation (which 
would be the majority) stay in 
close proximity to these 
facilities. In addition to the 
above mentioned, various 
groups utilize the downtown 
parks and certain parking lots in 
the downtown area to serve 
meals to the homeless as well.  

Next, the Horizon House (@1033 
E. Washington St) is a place 
where we get our SHOWERS (if 
you make the list), MAIL and the 
use of a PHONE. Mail is very 
important, service providers 
overwhelm us with paperwork 
to keep us informed on all issues 
ranging from housing status 
updates to employment 
prospects.     

Did you know?  
By: The Creative Chage Project 
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Following we have the FREE 
MEDICAL clinics. These include 
but are not limited to The Pedgo 
Clinic (@1033 E. Washington 
St.), The Good Samaritan Clinic 
(@ 11 Eastern Ave) and Eskenazi 
Health emergency room (@ 720 
Eskenazi Ave). Because of the 
extreme difficulty getting health 
insurance, these clinics have 
become essentially the primary 
care givers to the homeless 
community. Along with medical 
is DENTAL CARE; which includes 
Gennesaret Dental and Wellness 
Center (@ 725 N. Pennsylvania 
St.) and Health Net People's 
Dental Center (@2340 E 10th 
St.).  

Then we have those agencies 
that provide CASE 
MANAGEMENT. These are the 
folks that assist the homeless in 
possibly exiting homelessness. 
The list includes; The Homeless 
Initiative Program (HIP) (@ 1835 
N. Meridian St.), Indianapolis 
Urban League (@ 777 Indiana 
Ave), The Damien Center (@ 26 

N. Arsenal Ave) and the Horizon 
House (@ 1033 E. Washington 
St.).   

For those needing 
TRANSPORTATION out of the 
state or in state to get back and 
forth to work; or to any 
appointments - we have The 
Center Township Trustee (@863 
Massachusetts Ave), Crisis office 
of Catholic Charities (@ 1435 N. 
Illinois St.) and St. John's 
Catholic Church (@ 126 W. 
Georgia St.). 

Because of the challenges of 
doing laundry, COLTHING   
PANTRIEES are extremely vital 
to the homeless community. 
These resource providers are the  
Central Christian Church (@ 701 
N. Delaware St.), Metro Baptist 
Center (@ 952 N. Pennsylvania 
St.), St. Vincent DePaul (@ 1201 
E. Maryland St.) and Homeless 
Helpers & Re-entry (HRH) (@ 
916 E. Michigan Street). 

For the homeless people who 
have no employment and refuse 

to panhandle, donating plasma 
becomes a primary SOURSE OF 
INCOME. The downtown 
location for those without 
transportation are Grifols 
Plasma (@502 N Capital Ave) 
and CSL Plasma (@5550 E 
Washington Street) is accessible 
to those with the means to catch 
the local bus.    

Lastly, we have LEGAL SERVICES. 
Despite the lack of adequate 
housing or even shelter, many 
homeless people in the city have 
no choice but to face the 
degradation of performing basic 
bodily functions – sitting, eating, 
sleeping and going to the 
bathroom – in public. This is 
compounded when they are 
criminally punished for engaging 
in these basic, life-sustaining 
activities. The enforcement of 
these laws which deny homeless 
persons’ humanity leads to a 
climate which permits brutal on-
going violence against the 
homeless.  As a result, legal 
services are ALWAYS necessary 
while experiencing 
homelessness. The list of 
downtown providers include The 
Indianapolis Legal Society (@ 
615 N. Alabama), Indiana Legal 
Services (@ 151 N. Delaware 
St.), The Homeless Legal Project 
(@ 1033 E. Washington St.) and 
the ACLU (@ 1031 E. 
Washington St) 

Although we have others that 
provide resources /services to 
the homeless in the downtown 
area, our goal here is to 
highlight the significant services 
with their downtown locations, 
revealing our conflict with being 
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chased out of the downtown 
area where our key resources / 
services are located.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: Below 
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Homeless 
Experience –
Alumni(s)  By: Rasool A. Berry 
  
A few weeks ago, Ire’Ana 
and I were homeless and 
sleeping in the streets of 
Indianapolis. That wasn’t a 
typo. We were part of something called The Homeless Experience organized 
by a homeless advocate and activist - Maurice Young.  

Sleeping in an alley in downtown Indianapolis, eating at soup kitchens and 
interacting with homeless people was a life-changing experience. In the past, I 
have tried to give panhandlers food when asked, but prior to this experience, I 
still held a lot of preconceived notions about the homeless.  

I assumed they probably had a poor work ethic or some other personal 
problem preventing them from succeeding. Over the course of the weekend, 
my assumptions were quickly challenged.  

I met a Hurricane Katrina survivor, Bryan, who lost everything, and, was 
dropped off in Indianapolis during the relief effort where he knew no one and 
never got back on his feet. Bryan, who walks with a severe limp, needed a 
knee replacement. He has health benefits, but can’t get the procedure 
because he has no place to recover from surgery.    

The problems and solutions surrounding homelessness are complex and I 
don’t pretend to have the answers. I now know from experience, however, that 
sleeping on the cold concrete was not as humiliating as being ignored or 
looked down upon. When I think about what Jesus is calling me to do in light 
of his identification with the “least of these”, I realize the simple answer is: Do 
More.   

To watch the video blog Ire’Ana and I shot during the experience click here. 

   

http://facebook.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=17fddc12ec4ab6c4e14e4fa92&id=711edf5894&e=98de462ed4
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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   https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-17084718854  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-17084718854
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DATES:  Friday(s): June 5, 2015 / June 26, 2015 / July 10, 2015 
 

TIME: 4pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr%23!form/c6rr
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“Everything that irritates us about others 
can lead us to an understanding of 
ourselves.”     
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
Voice 

Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

CreativeChangeProject.com 
 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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