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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Welcome! 
 In the News 
 California law says, Free 

IDs for the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  

 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  

 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a 

Mile in My Shoes! 
(September)  

 Food For Thought  
 
 
 
 

 
Debate about homelessness? 
No Presidential talk about 
homelessness? Why? (Page 5) 
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
 (Page 8) 

 
Move along to Where?  
Sweeps illustrate inhumane treatment. 
(Page 2) 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
“Move Along to Where? 
Sweeps Illustrate 
Inhumane Treatment of 
Homeless and 
Vulnerable” 
 
By: Nathan Woodliff-Stanley 
ACLU  
March, 2016 

 

Recent “sweeps” of people 
experiencing homelessness 
are a sad reminder of how 
inhumanely many cities 
treat those among us who 
already face challenging 
circumstances. The 
criminalization of 
homelessness never rests, 
and people who are 
homeless almost never get 
any peaceful rest as a 
result. Unhoused persons 
in the U.S. are routinely 
arrested for minor offenses, 
or told by police to “move 
along,” even in the middle 
of the night, often multiple 
times. The question that is 
never answered is, “Move 
along to where?” If not onto 
private property, not on 
sidewalks or in parks or 
pretty much anywhere on 
public property, then where 
exactly is a person without 
a home supposed to go? 
 
There are shelters, of 
course, but in almost no 
communities are there 
sufficient beds for the 
number of people without 

homes, especially in cold 
weather. No doubt many 
shelter managers do the 
best they can with the 
resources they have, but 
shelters are often crowded 
and unpleasant places. 
There is little to no privacy, 
and there may not be room 
or adequate storage for 
personal possessions. 
Some shelters are “dry,” so 
anyone smelling of alcohol 
or marijuana will be turned 
away. Other shelters ban 
certain persons for weeks, 
months, or permanently, so 
they don’t have that option. 
Many shelters have 
been infested with 
bedbugs, and some city 
shelters routinely claim that 
their shelters are not full, 
even as they are turning 
people away. Crowded 
shelters can be especially 
difficult for people suffering 
from an active mental 
illness. There are all kinds 
of reasons unhoused 
persons either have no 
choice or would rather take 
their chances and have a 

little more freedom 
somewhere outside, if they 
can just find somewhere to 
go. 
 
It is not surprising that 
unhoused persons in many 
cities have sought to create 
a small space for 
themselves in downtown 
areas near some of the 
shelters and service 
providers, but the cities are 
now aggressively engaging 
in sweeps of these areas, 
once again telling people 
without homes to “move 
along,” without saying “to 
where.” For those who 
must or who prefer to sleep 
outdoors, it is outrageously 
insensitive of city officials to 
dismiss them as “service-
resistant.” It is not illegal to 
be without a home or to 
sleep outside of a building, 
but if there is no outdoor 
location where a person 
can sleep or rest without 
being harassed or arrested, 
then we have effectively 
criminalized homelessness. 
 

http://www.westword.com/news/homeless-possessions-trashed-in-police-sweeps-ripped-by-the-aclu-7679630
http://www.cpr.org/sites/default/files/homelessness-study.pdf
http://www.cpr.org/sites/default/files/homelessness-study.pdf
http://www.csindy.com/coloradosprings/colorado-springs-homeless-shelter-is-battling-bed-bugs/Content?oid=2962724
http://www.csindy.com/coloradosprings/colorado-springs-homeless-shelter-is-battling-bed-bugs/Content?oid=2962724
http://www.westword.com/news/homeless-possessions-trashed-in-police-sweeps-ripped-by-the-aclu-7679630
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Sweeps treat people who 
are homeless and their few 
possessions as little more 
than trash, something to be 
swept out of sight so other 
people can feel more 
comfortable. Confiscated 
property is supposed to be 
inventoried so it can be 
reclaimed (in some cities), 
but that does not appear to 
happen in practice. For 
example, there are no 
records to be found of what 
happened to anyone’s 
property in Denver’s last 
sweep on a cold, snowy 
night in December. The 
“reclamation center” from 
this latest set of 
sweeps appears to be little 
more than a row of trash 
cans. Lacking 
transportation if they have 
been pushed somewhere 
else, and always afraid of 
arrest or harassment, few 
of those who might have 
property there dare to show 
up. 
 
These sweeps and other 

efforts to drive away 
unhoused persons are 
often justified in the name 
of public safety or public 
health, but is that really the 
core concern? If 
enforcement was more 
narrowly tailored it might be 
believable, but communities 
often use broad and vague 
ordinances in an attempt to 
hide or drive away anyone 
who is unhoused. 
Already, many 
neighborhoods are concern 
that people who are 
homeless in the inner cities 
will be pushed into their 
communities. Municipalities 
around the U.S. 
are competing to pass the 
most hostile laws to 
unhoused persons, or to 
enforce vague laws in the 
broadest possible 
way. Boulder, Colorado, for 
example, makes extensive 
use of its camping ban, 
defining even a small 
blanket as illegal shelter. 
Many cities have made it a 
crime to sit in downtown 

areas. Have a car? Many 
communities won’t let you 
sleep there, either. Need 
some food or spare 
change? Many 
communities want to make 
it illegal to ask. An adult 
with a home has no legal 
worries drinking a can of 
beer, but the same thing 
can land a person without a 
home in jail. Unhoused 
persons are targeted by 
ordinances against 
vagrancy, trespassing, 
loitering, or curfew 
violations and any number 
of other laws criminalizing 
their mere presence. Jails 
are full of people who are 
homeless, at great cost to 
taxpayers, rarely for serious 
crimes. The real safety and 
health issues are for 
unhoused persons 
themselves, their already 
difficult lives made worse 
by criminal records and 
constant harassment. 
  

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

                                        

                   

http://denverhomelessoutloud.org/2015/12/21/watch-interviews-with-victims-of-the-1215-police-sweep/
http://denverhomelessoutloud.org/2015/12/21/watch-interviews-with-victims-of-the-1215-police-sweep/
http://denverhomelessoutloud.org/2015/12/21/watch-interviews-with-victims-of-the-1215-police-sweep/
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CdIlFcYUIAAZv51.jpg:large
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CdIlFcYUIAAZv51.jpg:large
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CdIlFcYUIAAZv51.jpg:large
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CdIlFcYUIAAZv51.jpg:large
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nathan-woodliffstanley-/colorado-communities-are_b_6234038.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nathan-woodliffstanley-/colorado-communities-are_b_6234038.html
http://www.boulderweekly.com/news/time-to-revisit-boulders-controversial-camping-ban/
http://www.boulderweekly.com/news/time-to-revisit-boulders-controversial-camping-ban/
http://www.boulderweekly.com/news/time-to-revisit-boulders-controversial-camping-ban/
http://gazette.com/colorado-springs-city-council-passes-revised-sit-lie-ordinance/article/1569631
http://gazette.com/colorado-springs-city-council-passes-revised-sit-lie-ordinance/article/1569631
http://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2015/10/06/panhandling-bans-put-hold-after-federal-decision/73450146/
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/report-homelessness-citations-cost-colorado-cities-millions-dollars
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/report-homelessness-citations-cost-colorado-cities-millions-dollars
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37 Place East 25th Street, Ste 308  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 

(317) 602 - 3260 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Participants receive the 
opportunity and support needed to 
earn a High School Equivalency 
Diploma; identify and begin a path 
to a well-paying, high-demand 
career; transition into college or 
vocational training; receive 
credentialed construction training; 
develop critical, on-the-job work 
experience and soft skills; develop 
leadership and other key personal 
skills; and take advantage of a key 
opportunity to improve the quality 
of life in Indianapolis by 
transforming abandoned, blighted 
homes into valuable, low-income 
housing.  
 
The program is open for 18-24 year 
olds who do not have a high school 
diploma, are low income and have 
barriers to self-sufficient 
employment. “YouthBuild Indy” 
places 68 percent of its 
participants in education programs 
or employment with an 81 percent 
diploma/certification rate. 
 
For more information contact: 
https://www.employindy.org/OneFlow/eiYBI.aspx 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.employindy.org/OneFlow/eiYBI.aspx
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

By Joel John Roberts, CEO of PATH 

This Presidential election 
season is one of the craziest, 
most unpredictable elections 
in American history. The 
proposed new policies that 
are rooted in fear, and the 
schoolyard insults toward just 
about everyone, have 
upended every so called 
expert’s predictions in 
presidential politics. 

But, like every other election 
season, there is one simple 
constant: Presidential 
candidates hardly ever 
discuss the issue of 
homelessness in America. 
There are never town forums, 
public debates, or large rallies 
on why there is homelessness 
in our country, and how we, 
with the largest economy in 
the world, can invest in a 
housing infrastructure that  
 

 
would prevent Americans 
from living on our streets. 
 
Unlike the topics of foreign 
policy, or the economy, or 
education, homelessness is 
just not a priority among 
Presidential candidates. Here 
are five reasons why: 
 
The wrong people are 
ANGRY. Yes, this election 
season can be described 
simply as the year of the 
angry electorate. Whether the 
anger is coming from the right 
or the left, voters are angry 
over the political 
establishment’s inability to 
actually make positive change 
for the average citizen. 
But this angry electorate is 
coming from people who are 
housed, not homeless. No 
one is angry that hundreds of 
thousands of Americans are 

“5 Reasons Why Homelessness 
in not discussed in the 2016 
Presidential Election”  
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sleeping on our streets. And, 
even those who are homeless 
are not publicly conveying 
their anger to their elected 
representatives. 
 
Maybe we need an angry 
campaign of: “Homeless Lives 
Matter!” 
 
BLAME is directed toward 
people who are homeless. It 
is similar to blaming the victim 
for the crime against her, our 
society blames people living 
on the streets for their own 
sad predicament. They are 
lazy! Their addiction or mental 
health problem (you fill in the 
blank) is the reason why they 
are homeless! They just need 
to pull up their bootstraps and 
they can help themselves! 
Why would a candidate for 
President propose a 
compassionate solution to 
homelessness - like 
affordable housing - when 
those who need help are 
accused of getting 
themselves into their own 
homeless dilemma? 
 
Most Americans want their 
President to provide solutions 
for hard working fellow 
citizens. 
 
Homelessness is a lose-
lose political issue. No one 
wants to be called a loser, 
especially someone running 
for the highest office in the 
land. If you are running for 
President, you win Brownie 
points when you fight for 

keeping jobs inside of the 
United States, or demonize 
those greedy multinational 
corporations for laying off 
average American workers. 
It is so hard to advocate for 
helping the homeless when 
more and more Americans 
are ending up on American 
urban streets. 
 
There are so many reasons 
why people become 
homeless, that an American 
political leader just doesn’t 
have the resources to prevent 
foster youth, veterans, 
abused spouses, disabled 
workers, and low income 
mothers from becoming 
homeless. 
Homelessness seems to be a 
losing cause that doesn’t help 
a candidate win votes. 
 
Capitulation is sometimes 
the easiest default 
response. When a 
Democratic President, back in 
the 1960s, called on our 
nation to engage in a war on 
poverty, some idealistic 
Americans actually thought it 
would work. But fast forward 
more than fifty years later, 
and poverty still ravages our 
country’s communities. 
 
So if we can’t eliminate 
poverty, despite a valiant 
effort by an American 
President, why do we think 
we can actually end 
homelessness, the most 
extreme form of poverty? 
Who wants to be the next 

President who creates a 
failing social campaign to end 
drugs (“just say no!”), or 
educate all of our youth (“no 
child left behind”), or end 
homelessness (“Opening 
Doors”)? 
For an American Presidential 
candidate, it is much easier to 
campaign for a better 
economy, or a stronger 
national security plan. And, 
ignore homelessness. 
 
The delegate math just 
doesn’t add up. To become 
an American President, the 
math is about counting 
delegates, not popular votes. 
And when was the last time 
that a person who was 
homeless became a delegate 
for a national political party? 
Just be real... People living on 
the streets traditionally do not 
vote. And, they are typically 
not elected as delegates for a 
presidential party. 
 
Sure, we can wish that 
presidential candidate would 
talk about homelessness, one 
of America’s most tragic 
social issues of our time. But 
the reality is that unless we 
change the message of why 
homelessness should be not 
only discussed, but actually 
placed on the front burner of 
American politics, we will still 
be battling American 
homelessness in the next 
dozen election cycles. 
 
 

. 
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: (see below) 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: Devon 
 

Something I didn’t know about the homeless situation was how much 
food is available to the homeless community (especially on the 
weekends and downtown). Our first meal was about one hour after 
we had arrived for the experience. It was a full dinner. We had a 
choice between two pieces of fried chicken or one ex-large slice of 
meatloaf. Three sides came with the meal, Mac and cheese, green 
beans, fried corn and a salad. Desserts included, cake, pie, cookies and 
fruit. Beverages included tea, milk, soda and bottled water.  

The people serving the food were very “in-tune” with the homeless people. They really took 
pleasure in serving us and making us feel like human beings. The group serving the food was a 
large group, so they were able to fellowship one-on-one with those dining that evening.  It 
kinda felt like “talk therapy with a meal.” Not a single need went unmet that night.  

The next morning, we were up at 6:30a. After we had stored our sleeping things we were off to 
a church downtown called – Roberts Park. In the parking lot of this church, people, groups and 
organizations were bringing all sorts of things for the homeless. I saw so many things given out 
like blankets, jackets, backpacks, batteries, clothes, shoes, wash towels, sleeping bags and 
more. But the main thing given out was food. It was like a homeless buffet. Everyone seemed 
happy and focused. Every time a car, truck or van would pull into the parking lot the crowd 
would shift to see what new was being offered. This went on for about 5 hours or so.  

Then we moved over to the Central Library. As we arrived, across the street there were people 
serving food in the park. It was two different groups serving, one with “hot dogs and chips” and 
the other with “ham sandwiches and chips.” Maurice said that Saturday was the most popular 
day when it came to serving the homeless. People would be coming to that park serving food all 
day long he said.  

From the time we started the Homeless Experience till the very end we had more than enough 
to eat. Actually, I now understand why some homeless people carry so many bags – it’s all the 
food that has been given to them throughout the day. My own backpack was full of food from 
the different places we visited. Funny thing, I had already packed some sandwiches and 
crackers for the weekend because I was thinking the opposite. For whatever reason, I thought 
we would be begging for food or dumpster diving (ridiculous, I know but I didn’t know what to 
expect). Turns out, the flow of food for the homeless is real good. To all those people who 
volunteer their time, service and dedication, you have certainly inspired something in me to do 
more and for that - I thank you.         

 



THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 9 
 

 

 

FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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                                       https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-22434023769 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-22434023769


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE:  Friday, June 24, 2016 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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