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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
“Man Arrested in San 
Diego in Killings of 
Homeless People” 
 
By: Ian Lovet 
July, 2016) 

 

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — For 
those sleeping under freeways 
and in back alleys, the threat 
of violence is nearly constant. 

Over the last year, homeless 
people have been beaten and 
urinated on in Boston, shot at 
random in Seattle, tortured 
and dumped in a lake in San 
Francisco, and otherwise 
attacked in cities all over the 
country. 

And in San Diego, the police 
arrested a man on Friday for a 
series of attacks over the last 
two weeks that left three 
homeless men dead. Several 
of the victims were set on fire, 
and at least two other 
homeless men were seriously 
injured. 

“This killer has targeted some 
of this community’s most 
vulnerable citizens while they 
were sleeping,” Shelley 
Zimmerman, the San Diego 
police chief, said Friday at a 
news conference announcing 
the arrest of Jon D. Guerrero, 
39. 

The police launched a 
citywide manhunt for the 
killer on July 3 after 
firefighters found the body of 
a homeless man who had 

been killed and then set on 
fire. Another homeless man 
was found dead the next day. 
Police have declined to say 
how they were killed. Several 
more attacks, one of them 
fatal, took place in the 
following days. 

The police apprehended Mr. 
Guerrero after yet another 
attack on a sleeping homeless 
man early Friday morning. 
Mr. Guerrero, who the police 
said matched descriptions of 
the assailant from previous 
attacks, was found in the area 
on a bicycle after the latest 
victim yelled for help. 

Chief Zimmerman expressed 
confidence that Mr. Guerrero 
was responsible for “these evil 
acts,” and other officers said 
the city’s homeless population 
could rest easier now that the 
serial killer was off the street. 

Mr. Guerrero, a resident of 
downtown San Diego, has 
been charged with three 

counts of murder, two counts 
of attempted murder and two 
counts of arson. Investigators 
said they also believed that he 
might have carried out other 
nonfatal attacks in which 
homeless people were hit on 
the head with hammers. 

San Diego’s homeless 
population had been gripped 
by terror for much of the last 
few weeks. 

Some took to sleeping with 
large groups of people. Ruben 
Azevedo, 27, said he was 
unwilling to sleep at all at 
night, and instead walked all 
over town after dark, and 
tried to nap in parks during 
the daytime. He was not able 
to get a bed at a shelter, he 
said. (The city’s largest 
shelters are almost always at 
or above capacity.) 

“It disturbed me,” he said of 
the killings. “I don’t want 
someone to pour fuel on me.” 
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But homeless advocates have 
warned that one arrest would 
hardly end the violence 
against homeless people, who 
have become targets of hate 
crimes and other violence as 
their ranks have grown in 
cities like San Diego.  

Between 1999 and 2015, more 
than 400 homeless people 
were killed nationwide by 
people who were not 
homeless, while many more 
were raped, beaten and 
utilated, according to a survey 
conducted by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless. 

The San Diego killings are the 
second time in four years that 
a serial killer has targeted the 
homeless in Southern 
California. Itzcoatl Ocampo 
was charged with killing six 
people, including four 
homeless men in Orange 
County in 2012. 

“We can’t all rest easier,” said 
Michael McConnell, an 
advocate for the homeless in 
San Diego. “People on the 
street still have the same 
challenges they did before this 
killer struck. They still have to 

deal wit the same high level of 
violence.” 

The recent slayings set off an 
intense debate over how to 
deal with the exploding 
homeless population here, 
which numbers more than 
8,500 in San Diego County. 

Mayor Kevin Faulconer has 
pledged to create more 
housing for the most 
vulnerable, including a call to 
get 1,000 veterans off the 
streets this year. 

“Recently, we’ve had a 
citywide conversation about 
homelessness,” Mr. Faulconer 
said on Friday, at the news 
conference announcing the 
arrest. “We must continue to 
create and pursue policies to 
add housing to help people 
get off the streets.” 

But with major tourism 
events this month, 
like Comic-Con and the Major 
League Baseball All-Star 
Game, tents have overrun 
avenues just a few blocks 
from the convention center 
and the baseball stadium. And 
the city has taken steps to try 

to keep the tent encampments 
off some downtown streets. 

Under one freeway where 
many people had camped 
each night, city workers in 
April installed a bed of sharp 
rocks. Since then, the 
homeless have largely kept 
away from the area. 

Critics of the move said 
setting up rocks and ticketing 
those who did not take down 
tents quickly enough each 
morning effectively 
criminalized homelessness, 
and made violence targeting 
people on the street more 
likely. 

“I do have a concern that the 
criminalization of 
homelessness could send a 
message, that allows 
individuals to justify criminal 
acts against the homeless,” 
said Todd Gloria, president of 
the San Diego City Council. “If 
you’re extremely frustrated by 
this issue, some of these 
policies seem to suggest that 
homeless people aren’t 
people.” 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

                                                           

http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HCR-2014-151.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HCR-2014-151.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/HCR-2014-151.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/comiccon/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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3530 S. Rural Street  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46237 

(317) 639 - 4661 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since 1970, the Indiana Plan has worked 

to create opportunity for minorities and 

women in our state’s construction trades. 

We have helped thousands of people find 

employment in the building trades. That’s 

long-term impact! 

 

The mission of the Indiana Plan is to 

provide basic construction awareness 

training to minorities, women and 

disadvantaged workers in an effort to 

increase the percentages of minorities 

and women working in the construction 

industry. The overall mission of the Plan 

is to assist the above populations as they 

achieve job placement to work toward 

acceptance into a formal apprenticeship 

program.  

 

The Indiana Plan has successfully 

transitioned hundreds of young men and 

women from a transient-worker status to 

full-time career-minded individuals.  
 

For more information contact: http://indianaplan.org/index.htm 

http://indianaplan.org/index.htm
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless population  
suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population  
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instead of shared housing, a better name for this 
might be “shared living.” The phrase describes 
an arrangement that is used more and more 
commonly in homeless services across the 
country to give participants faster access to 
housing. It is the agreement between two or 
more unrelated adults to share an apartment or 
a house. If this sounds a lot like an old 
roommate arrangement you have been a part of 
before, that’s because that’s all it is: two or more 
people agreeing to share living space for a 
determined period of time. 

“The Untapped Potential in 
Shared Housing for Single Adults”  
By: Jean-Michal Giraud 
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The difference with regular roommate 
households or group houses is that, in this 
case, staff assists people in securing the 
living situations. 

So, what is shared living and what is it 
not? 

In shared living arrangements, tenants 
usually sign individual leases with 
landlords that govern the conditions of their 
stay in the households. Unlike other rental 
agreements, each lease starts when the 
individual signing it moves it. This means 
that within the same household, each 
tenant is on her or his own schedule in 
relation to the lease period covered. In 
other words, leases are likely to expire at 
different times in the year. 

Because many of the programs securing 
living situations in such households are 
short-term rapid rehousing programs, 
members of the same household may be 
at different stages of their service cycles 
with the organization. For instance, a 
household member may already have 
graduated from the program when a new 
household member with a few months left 
in the program moves in. 

This is important in terms of exchanges 
within the household and of the perception 
community members might have of 
households like these. For service 
providers, it also adds complexity because 

some housemates are done with services 
while others are actively participating in 
them, meaning that expectations are 
different. 

From the point of view of community 
perception, these households are just 
like any other shared households. They 
are made up of people of have an 
economic interest in lowering their 
rental expenses by sharing living space 
so they can live within their means. 

One thing these households are not is 
group homes. They are not residential 
programs and do not have to be licensed 
as such - even in cities where landlords are 
required to license all their rental 
properties. The licenses these landlords 
obtain are only for renting purposes. 

By extension, neighbors should not feel 
that these households have to be 
“monitored” like residential 
rehabilitation programs. It is helpful for 
staff to be mindful of this. The presence 
of the household in the neighborhood 
does not have to be justified. 

Another perception to undo in this relatively 
new model for service providers is the idea 
that somehow the homeless services 
organization that has assisted people in 
obtaining this housing is responsible for the 
site. It’s not. 
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The organization is responsible for 
providing services to each person in the 
household, but not for the site itself. The 
landlord is responsible for the site. The 
house or apartment is not a “facility.” It is a 
place where two or more people have 
chosen to live together and are responsible 
for their own tenancy. 

It is also important for service providers to 
remember that the organization does not 
belong in the relationship between a tenant 
and a landlord. The single adults moving 
into these households have the right to 
interact with their landlords directly and 
service providers should be careful not to 
undermine them by providing assistance 
when it is not necessary. 

Of course, there is a lot staff can do 
through supportive counseling and 
community relations to help solve 
problems that may arise between a 
tenant and a landlord, but, in the end, 
the legal agreement is between the two 
people whose names are on the lease: 
the tenant and the landlord. 

This model is flexible and allows thousands 
of people to secure housing they can afford 
faster. It also allows some people to find 
added stability and to create families of 
choice. Because of this, it presents 
tremendous potential for homeless 
services organizations in the country. Just 
like with any other service model, service 

providers should pay close attention to 
boundaries to ensure that program 
participants get the most out of it. 

There is also a great need to educate 
landlords, neighbors, and the media so 
new neighbors in shared households set 
up this way integrate well and are not 
stigmatized. 

A better understanding of the shared living 
model will also shelter homeless services 
organizations from misrepresentation by 
the media that sometimes assume that the 
service provider is opening facilities all 
over town in a rapid and, perhaps, 
irresponsible way. This is simply not the 
case. Instead, the organization is helping 
people who are living doubled up, on the 
street, or in shelters move into homes they 
can afford for the long term on limited 
budgets. 

And that’s a good thing. 
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: CCP 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: Tee 
 

Our assignment, which I’m sure was given to all the weekend groups 
before us, was to reflect on our weekend excursion then write a one 
page reflection paper. Our writing is to be about something we 
learned regarding homelessness that you didn’t already know. 
Shamefully speaking, there were a lot of things that I thought I knew 
about homelessness and this experience has shed much light on my 
own ignorance.   

 

First, I was of the understanding that the missions here in our city were places the homeless 
could go and get themselves together, regroup if you will, and step back into life with a more 
successful position. I thought the services would include, employment, support counseling, 
mental health and other supportive services. I really thought the mission was a place where the 
homeless could go and basically – reset.  

 

I was wrong. The shelters only provide a temporary overnight stay for a very short amount of 
time (10 consecutive days). I seriously doubt if a person could find housing and employment in 
such a short period of time. The shelters, however, will refer their homeless clients to various 
agencies offering such services. Unfortunately, those that are successful in connecting with the 
outside services, receive no extended stay time at the mission to complete the outside services. 
Meaning, if a homeless person starts a two week job readiness program they will finish the 
program living back on the streets due to the limitation of day’s given by the mission’s policy. 
This was very eye opening for me.  

 

The next thing that came has a surprise was the showering situation. Apparently, after 3:30p on 
Fridays, there is nowhere for the unsheltered homeless to shower. Those in the mission (the 
sheltered homeless) have that benefit. But those living outside, in cars, in abandon houses are 
not as fortunate. I really thought any one could go to the mission and get a shower, I was wrong 
again. You can, however, go to the mission and get a meal at meal times but if you are not a 
client there you are not permitted to shower.  

 

These are two things I thought I knew about homelessness but was mistaken. I can’t help but 
wonder why it’s like that for these homeless people. Why does so much misfortune fall on 
these that have nothing? I wish I knew.  
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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                                       https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-22434023769 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-22434023769


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE:  Friday, October 28, 2016 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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