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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed any 
of our pervious issues click the following 
link to our website and find them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to raise 
awareness and educate the general public 
on real homeless issues and the truth about 
living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade readers 
to facilitate or attend a Cultural 
Competency Presentation which will 
profoundly change the way you view 
homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
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Housing is not affordable for 
those making minimum wage? 
Did you know full-time employment and 
minimum wage is not enough for housing? 
(Page 4) 

 
My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
 (Page 6) 

 
Homeless man killed… 
Police Officers kill homeless man…  (Page 2) 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
New Mexico Officers Face 
Murder charges in shooting 
of a homeless man….. 
 
Associated Press 
By:Russell Contreras 
June 22, 2015 

Albuquerque, N.M. — Two New 
Mexico police officers will be 
charged with second-degree 
murder in last year's shooting 
death of a homeless man near a 
tent in the mountains where he 
had been camping, a special 
prosecutor said Monday. 

James Boyd was killed during a 
standoff after video showed him 
appearing to surrender. It 
sparked angry demonstrations 
around Albuquerque with 
protesters calling for reform after 
several deadly police shootings. 

Even before Boyd's death, the 
Justice Department had been 
investigating the Albuquerque 
Police Department over 
allegations of misuse of force. 
The DOJ harshly criticized the 
department this year and has 
reached an agreement to improve 
training and dismantle troubled 
departments. 

Other police departments have 
faced similar DOJ reviews, 
including the force in Cleveland, 
Ohio, as The Christian Science 
Monitor reported.  

Following an investigation that 
began in March 2013, the Justice 
Department reported [in 
December 2014] that it has 
found “a pattern or practice of 
unreasonable and unnecessary 

use of force” by the Cleveland 
Division of Police (CDP). 

“We found incidents of CDP 
officers firing their guns at 
people who do not pose an 
immediate threat of death or 
serious bodily injury to officers 
or others and using guns in a 
careless and dangerous manner, 
including hitting people on the 
head with their guns, in 
circumstances where deadly 
force is not justified,” federal 
investigators reported. “Officers 
also use less lethal force that is 
significantly out of proportion to 
the resistance encountered and 
officers too often escalate 
incidents with citizens instead of 
using effective and accepted 
tactics to de-escalate tension.” 

But police forces in US cities 
have also been responding, and 
making changes.  

Broadly speaking, American 
policing is at a difficult juncture. 
Under Attorney General Eric 
Holder, the Department of 
Justice has written scathing 
critiques of police culture in 

cities 
like Cleveland and Albuquerque, 
where high-profile shootings 
have garnered national attention. 
Meanwhile, the advent of 
ubiquitous smartphone cameras 
have given Americans 
unvarnished glimpses of 
policing gone tragically wrong. 

The Justice Department's 
Ferguson findings, which allege 
that a mostly white police force 
made racist jokes and gave black 
suspects far less leeway and 
discretion than white ones, still 
define many places. Adding to 
the tension, US police culture is 
traditionally monolithic and 
tough to budge, given the 
solidarity born of the shared 
experience of facing both mortal 
dangers and the sometimes 
impossible and messy tasks 
appointed to them by the public. 

Yet departments that have 
challenged that culture by 
changing reward structures, 
curbing policies that 
disproportionately impact 
minorities, and hiring from 

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2014/1204/Justice-Department-cites-Cleveland-police-for-excessive-use-of-force-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2014/1204/Justice-Department-cites-Cleveland-police-for-excessive-use-of-force-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0304/Justice-Department-report-rips-Ferguson-police-why-that-s-not-whole-story-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0304/Justice-Department-report-rips-Ferguson-police-why-that-s-not-whole-story-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2014/1204/Justice-Department-cites-Cleveland-police-for-excessive-use-of-force-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/USA-Update/2014/0410/Federal-report-Albuquerque-police-have-pattern-of-using-unreasonable-force-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0302/LAPD-shooting-reignites-debate-Are-police-body-cameras-effective-video
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2015/0302/LAPD-shooting-reignites-debate-Are-police-body-cameras-effective-video
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nontraditional labor pools have 
seen dramatic results. 

On Monday, New Mexico's 
Special Prosecutor Randi 
McGinn's office announced 
several charges against Officers 
Keith Sandy and Dominique 
Perez, including second-degree 
murder, which covers killings 
that aren't premeditated. It's 
punishable by 15 years in prison. 

Both Sandy and Perez have 
denied wrongdoing. 

Sandy "was protecting a fellow 
officer when he shot Mr. Boyd," 
the officer's attorney Sam 
Bregman said. "There was no 
criminal intent." 

Authorities have said Boyd was 
schizophrenic and hadn't 
received proper treatment. He 
had been holding two knives 
when he was shot, according to 
video footage. 

The FBI has been investigating, 
but authorities haven't said 
whether the officers would face 
federal charges. 

Since 2010, Albuquerque police 
have been involved in 40 
shootings. 

Critics have said that's far too 
many for a city of about 560,000, 
and Boyd's death in the foothills 
of the Sandia Mountains 
provided a flashpoint for 
frustration. 

The protests included a 
demonstration where authorities 
fired tear gas and another that 
shut down a City Council 
meeting. 

McGinn was brought in after the 
Bernalillo County District 
Attorney's Office was 
disqualified after a judge found a 
conflict of interest. 

McGinn's office also will seek 
voluntary manslaughter, 
involuntary manslaughter and 
aggravated assault charges 
against the officers. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS  
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Step-Up believes in diversity and recognizes the 
value of inclusiveness by encouraging the full 
participation of all individuals in fulfilling its 
mission. Step-Up believes in and practices equal 
opportunity in its operations, community 
involvement and decision-making and 
encourages inclusion of diverse members of the 
community. It is the policy of Step-Up to provide 
equal opportunities for employment and 
advancement for all individuals regardless of 
sex, race, national origin, religion, age, sexual 
orientation, disability, or any other protected 
classification. 
 
The agency was founded on the principle of 
identifying gaps in HIV/STD education and 
prevention to the underserved and creating 
programs to address those needs. It became 
clear to the HIV community that there was a 
need for someone to “step up” to the challenge 
of providing HIV/STD prevention services to 
hard to reach populations. Both Brad Gumbert 
and Paula French (founders and Co-Executive 
Directors) had the experience, expertise and 
history in the HIV arena as well as the 
confidence of the community to meet that 
challenge. 
 

For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.stepupin.org/Index/index.php 

 

http://www.stepupin.org/Index/index.php
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that in no 
state can a person working 
full-time at minimum wage 
afford a one-bedroom 
apartment at the Fair 
Market Rent?  
 

A San Francisco household 
would need to make $39.65 
an hour to afford the market 
rent for a two-bedroom 
apartment, according to a 
new report that highlights a 
wide gap between stagnant 
incomes and rising rents in 
many parts of the country. 

Around the country, renter 
households would need to 
make $19.35 an hour working 
full time to afford a two-
bedroom unit, which is $4 
more than the estimated 
average wage of U.S. 
workers. 

Rental affordability has grown 
as a challenge in recent years 
due to a number of factors, 
including increasing demand 
as more people choose to 
rent or are forced to because 
they can’t get mortgages; a 
relative lack of rental 
construction in recent years in 
comparison to past cycles; 
and stagnant wage growth. 

There is no state in the 
country where someone 
earning either the state or 
federal minimum wage can 
afford a market-rate one-
bedroom apartment. A 
minimum wage worker would 
need to work 86 hours per 
week to afford a one-bedroom 
apartment. 

The researchers looked at 
much a family would need to 
make to keep its rental costs 
at a reasonable level–30% of 

Did you know?  
By: National Low Income Housing Coalition 
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its income–to afford rent 
and utilities on a modest 
rental unit in a short amount 
of time, as defined by the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

San Francisco was the most 
expensive metropolitan 
area, followed closely by 
Stamford-Norwalk in 
Connecticut, where a typical 
two-bedroom apartment 
demands that income 
earners in the household 
make a combined $37.37 
an hour working full-time, 
according to the report. 

The most difficult state in 
which to afford rent was 
Hawaii, where a household 
would need to make $31.61 
an hour to afford a two-
bedroom rental, meaning 
you would need to work 
more than 4 full-time jobs at 
minimum wage to afford an 
apartment. 

Close behind were 
Washington, D.C., where 
households need to earn 
$28.04 to afford a two-
bedroom apartment, and 
California, where rent 
demands a household earn 
$26.65 an hour. In both of 
those places, households 
would need to work three 
minimum-wage jobs to make 
rent on a two-bedroom home. 

In Indiana, where average 
rents are significantly lower, 
you'd still need to earn $14.31 
an hour, well above the 
state's minimum wage of 
$7.25.  

This data comes from the 
National Low Income Housing 
Coalition, an advocacy group 
for affordable housing, which 
has published an extensive 
report comparing the cost of 
renting with wages in each 
state. 

The group defines housing 
affordability as paying less 
than 30 percent of your 
income to housing, a common 
standard for the industry, and 
it assumes a "fair market rent" 
as defined by the Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

In much of the Midwest and 
South, a renter can afford a 
two-bedroom house if his or 
her household makes less 
than $15 (which is still much 

higher than the minimum 
wage in those states). But on 
the coasts, the wage needed 
to comfortably afford a two-
bedroom house rises to 
$20.00 an hour or more. 

The figures haven't changed 
much from last year. Not all 
workers need two-bedroom 
homes, and some families 
have multiple earners. 

 

See our website for the complete 
report: “click the tab MORE, 
select “Out of Reach.”  

www.CreativeChangeProject.com   

 

 
 

http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2015_FULL.pdf
http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2015_FULL.pdf
http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: Below 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: A new friend of the Homeless 
  
Why did I think all homeless people just needed to 
get a job and that would fix their homeless 
situation? 
 
So, we transitioned to the park and was ready for 
our first overnight stay - OUTSIDE. Although I had 
mentally prepared myself for that moment, I 
remember thinking how different it felt (sleeping 
outside in the city) compared to actually being on a camping trip. It was like night and day. The 
only thing these two experiences would have in common would be the use of the “sleeping bag.”     
 
Trying to adjust to sleeping in a park, out in the open, without the four walls and roof I’ve 
become accustomed to - I managed to doze off after a bit. Then I heard people moving, I 
checked my watch 5 a.m. I look around but Maurice and the rest of the group were sound 
asleep. The two homeless gentlemen beside me were packing up, I wasn’t sure what that was 
about, but after they were packed and gone I tried to fall back asleep. 
 
While in a state of slumber, I heard more movement, again I check my watch 6:10a. I looked 
around yet again to see a few more homeless people up and packing up there things. 
Interestingly, nobody was talking, just quietly packing away their things and seemingly 
disappearing into the city night. This was strange to me. Where are they going? Why are they 
up so early on a Saturday morning and for what? For the life of me, I could not figure out where 
the homeless folks could be going and so early on the weekend.  
 
My thoughts gradually drifted me back to sleep. “Time to get going,” I heard, but this voice I 
recognized, it was Maurice. “Time to get up and get going, food service starts soon” he said. I 
looked at my watch and it was 7a. So I asked Maurice, why did the other homeless people take 
off so early? Will there not be enough food for everyone? He smiled and said, those that left 
earlier this morning where heading to work. Work?! I said, like to a job? He replied, yes. 
 
I was stunned at his answer. His reply was in direct conflict with my entire perception of 
homelessness. Therefore, I had to enquire more asking, “Why would people who have jobs 
sleep in a park?” He then explained how the majority of the homeless population have jobs but 
are unable to secure housing because of low wages and minimal working hours. Then he 
shared how the “rent structure” in the area required a first month, last month and security 
deposit to move-in. This he said, was a great barrier for many, especially for those that were 
trying to accomplish this housing situation without any social service help.  
 
What?! Really! Did Maurice just tell me that not all homeless people were looking for a “hand-
out” or a “free ride?” Was I truly sleeping in the park with homeless people who get up and go to 
work every day just like me?  WOW! This revelation became my whole “Homeless Experience.” 
And as a courtesy, Maurice incorporated additional stops during our “Experience” so that I could 
actually see some of those same guys from the park – on their jobs: working! Clearly, I’m still 
trying to wrap my mind around it. But I have seen it now with my own eyes. I’m sad I had it 
wrong for all that time but humbled now that I know different. Thank you Maurice for such a 
powerful awareness and the genuine opportunity to say, “I have truly learned something walking 
a mile in someone else’s shoes.”   
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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   https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-17084718854  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-17084718854
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DATE:  Friday, September 11, 2015 
 

TIME: 4pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr%23!form/c6rr
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“Success is not measured by 
what you accomplished, but by 
the opposition you have 
encountered, and the courage 
with which you have 
maintained the struggle against 
overwhelming odds.”     
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
Voice 

Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

CreativeChangeProject.com 
 
 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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