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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a Mi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
No Holidays for the Homeless.  
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
 

 
Free Community College in 
San Francisco 
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“San Francisco 
becomes first city to 
offer free community 
college tuition to all 
resident” 
 
By: Dave Berndtson 
February, 2016 – The Rundown 
(PBS) 
 
San Francisco is partnering 
with a community college to 
offer free tuition to city 
residents starting next fall. 

On Monday, San Francisco 
Mayor Ed Lee announced it 
would start setting aside $5.4 
million per year to cover 
enrollment fees and other 
expenses for City College of 
San Francisco students, 
making it the first city in the 
nation to offer free tuition to 
residents. 

The college will use $2.1 
million of that total each year 
to cover the cost of credit 
classes for California 
residents who have lived in 
San Francisco for at least a 
year. At $46 per credit, the 
funding will cover around 
45,000 credits, City College 
spokesperson Jeffrey 
Hamilton said. Because 
course loads vary widely, it’s 

hard to tell how many 
students will receive free 
tuition until registration 
closes in the fall. 

The remaining $3.3 million in 
funding will go toward 
covering books, 
transportation, supplies and 
health fees for low-income 
students who have Board of 
Governors (BOG) tuition 
waivers. 

Overall, the program could 
provide some form of 
assistance to 28,000 to 
30,000 students, Hamilton 
told the NewsHour, though 
it’s not clear how many will 
enroll. 

“This commitment will 
provide our residents the 
opportunity to attend 
college, continue to learn 
and create better lives for 
themselves,” Lee said. “This 

is an investment in our youth, 
in our city and in our future.” 

Mayor Lee’s announcement 
comes as the idea of free 
college has gained 
popularity, both on the 
national stage, as a 
cornerstone of Vermont Sen. 
Bernie Sanders’ 2016 
campaign for president, 
and also within state 
legislatures. 

Several other states already 
have tuition-free programs in 
place, some of which came 
after President Barack 
Obama’s push for free 
community college in 2015. 
Kentucky, Oregon, Tennessee 
and Minnesota already have 
last-dollar scholarship 
programs that cover any 
remaining tuition fees after 
state and federal grant aid, 
with varying eligibility 
requirements. The plan 

http://sfmayor.org/article/mayor-lee-and-supervisor-kim-announce-plan-provide-access-city-college
https://berniesanders.com/issues/its-time-to-make-college-tuition-free-and-debt-free/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/its-time-to-make-college-tuition-free-and-debt-free/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/free-community-college.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/free-community-college.aspx
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/09/09/obama-unveils-new-push-national-free-community-college
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/09/09/obama-unveils-new-push-national-free-community-college
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announced by Mayor Lee on 
Monday, however, is 
different: It allows all 
residents to enroll, 
regardless of age, with no 
income eligibility 
requirements. 

Last month, New York Gov. 
Andrew 
Cuomo proposed making all 
New York state, city and 
community colleges tuition-
free for New York residents of 
households that earn less 
than $125,000 a year. And in 
Rhode Island, Gov. Gina 
Raimondo put forward a 
similar proposal: two years of 
free tuition at state colleges, 
with the benefit coming in 
the first two years for 
community college students 
and the last two for those at 
four-year institutions. Like 
Mayor Lee, Raimondo put no 
income requirements on her 
plan. 

The New York and Rhode 
Island plans both need 
legislative approval. 

Supporting Cuomo at his 
press conference about the 
plan last month, Sanders 
hailed the New York plan as a 
model for the nation. 

“It’s an idea that’s going to 
reverberate not only 
throughout the State of New 
York, but throughout this 
country,” he said. 

City College of San Francisco, 
like many supporters of free 
tuition programs, is also 
hoping the new initiative will 
boost enrollment. The 
college’s enrollment has 
dropped from 90,000 to 
65,000 since 2012, according 
to The San Francisco 
Chronicle. 

Critics of free tuition 
programs worry the 
programs will give 
unnecessary handouts to 

wealthy families, or duplicate 
programs that already offer 
financial assistance to low-
income students. Some 
private institutions have also 
worried how free state and 
community college tuitions 
will affect their own 
enrollment. 

Those fights are likely to play 
out in New York, Rhode 
Island and several other 
states where the issue is on 
the agenda for 2017. 
Lawmakers in Minnesota 
have proposed a bill that 
would expand on programs 
already in place by providing 
free two- and four-year 
college tuition for families 
making less than $125,000, 
similar to the New York 
legislation. Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Haslem has 
also proposed expanding the 
existing tuition-free program 
to include adults as well as 
recent high school graduates. 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

                                                           

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-presents-1st-proposal-2017-state-state-making-college-tuition-free-new-york-s
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/02/01/governor-says-free-tuition-plan-would-help-state-retain-young-residents/Rv2GJc8t9v9GDiyE0mJaKN/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/02/01/governor-says-free-tuition-plan-would-help-state-retain-young-residents/Rv2GJc8t9v9GDiyE0mJaKN/story.html
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/SF-reaches-deal-for-free-tuition-at-City-College-10912051.php
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/SF-reaches-deal-for-free-tuition-at-City-College-10912051.php
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/SF-reaches-deal-for-free-tuition-at-City-College-10912051.php
http://www.mndaily.com/article/2017/01/legislator-introduces-free-tuition-bill
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2017/01/30/haslam-outlines-expansion-tennessee-promise-scholarship/97149362/
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6958 Hillsdale Court  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 

(317) 955 - 7912 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Starfish Initiative is dedicated to 
making a difference in the lives of 
at-risk and economically 
disadvantaged high school students. 
We assist students of promise 
overcome the barriers of poverty 
and develop cultural capacity and 
leadership skills that prepare them 
to graduate from high school and 
college. Our goal is to “fill empty 
caps and gowns” by improving 
graduation rates in Indianapolis. 
 
We believe that mentoring is the key 
to improving the educational 
attainment and future of today’s 
youth. To that end, we match every 
student in the Starfish program with 
a college-educated, volunteer adult 
mentor whose job is to help walk 
their student into college. Thanks to 
the guidance of their mentors, 100 
percent of the Starfish Scholars who 
completed the four-year program 
have graduated from high school 
and 98% have been accepted by 
colleges or universities across 
Indiana — and beyond. 
 
For more information contact:  
https://www.starfishinitiative.org/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.starfishinitiative.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
By: Rachel R. Jackson 

The holiday season 
has come to an end. 
Holiday cheer has 
faded and the 
everyday busyness 
will resume. The 
decor has returned to 
normal, the lights 
have been taken 
down. The sounds of 
jingle bells is now 
replaced with a voice 
gently asking “can you 
spare some change?” 

Even though the 
holidays are gone and 
the world is returning 
to normal, 
homelessness will 
remain the same. The 
man that ate so well 
during Thanksgiving 
and Christmas will 
plead for a sandwich 
in January. Though 
not intentional 
something happens 
and the homeless 
become forgotten. 
The urgency to give 
becomes lost in the 
New Year. That same 

“Homelessness Never 
Takes a Holiday”  
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woman and child that 
needed toys for the 
holidays will need 
food this month; that 
child will need school 
supplies in August. 
That man standing on 
the corner during the 
day will need a 
blanket to keep warm 
on cold February 
nights. 

Homelessness never 
takes a holiday. The 
need never fades 
away. It never 
considers the season. 
If poverty only came 
once a year, I wonder 
how different this 
world would be? 

The reality is 
homelessness 
remains throughout 
the year. It remains 
weather we choose to 
recognize it or not. 
The reality is that we 
should be 
uncomfortable with 
the lack of love and 
compassion as it 
decreases after the 
holiday season. 

We should be unable 
to rest knowing that as 

the snow falls fear fills 
the heart of another 
human being who will 
need to struggle to 
find shelter. The 
comfort a child feels 
walking in tattered 
shoes with no socks 
should be our 
discomfort. 

There’s not one 
answer or one “fix” to 
homelessness. But 
there can be a change 
to the solution of how 
we allow it to exist in 
our communities. We 
have to be the 
consistent giver 
throughout the year. 
We have to remain 
compassionate and 
consistent throughout 
the year. 

I urge you to continue 
to find time to 
volunteer with a local 
agency. Collect 
supplies each month 
and drop them off. 
Make a donation to 
help a program 
servicing the 
homeless in your 
community. It’s really 
that easy to give all 
year. So many lives 

will be touched by 
your compassion. 

We can spend forever 
talking about the 
cause of 
homelessness but 
regardless of what 
caused them to reach 
that state of existing, 
one thing remains; 
they are homeless but 
still humans. 
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: (below) 
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Homeless Experience:  
Alumni - Darin   
About daybreak my 7 year old son and I looked out the bay window 
of our neighborhood home during his breakfast. Perched on a low 
tree branch nearby was a Barred Owl.  The silhouette was all that 
was visible in the low light of the morning.  I knew him only by his 
voice. 

On our way to school my son and I had this discussion: 

Son: Are owl’s nocturnal? 

Dad: Yes, so maybe that owl will go to sleep in that tree for the day.  
Do you think he will be there when you get home from school? 

Son: No, he wouldn’t want to try and sleep that close to the neighborhood. 

Dad: You think it might be too noisy for him to sleep with all the people coming and going in 
the neighborhood? 

Son: Yeah. 

Dad: That is kinda like the homeless people who try to sleep on the streets in the cities isn’t it?  
It might not be too easy for them to sleep well either you think? 

Son: Yeah, I was just about to say that! 

Dad: You know, I slept outside in the city one time with the homeless people to see what it was 
like? 

Son: You did?  With Maurice?  

Dad: Yes, and several other people. 

Son: How many? Who were they? 

Dad: Oh maybe 12 people or so.  They were just different people from different places.  Some 
wanted to experience what it was like to be homeless for a few days, and some were really 
homeless.  It was really hard for me to sleep too because of all the noise from people on the 
streets, and sirens from police cars, ambulances, and firetrucks; plus the lights shining in our 
faces. 

Son: Hmm. 

Thirty minutes later I was back home from taking my son to school.  The owl was not asleep in 
that tree just as my son had predicted.  I imagine someone disturbed his resting space.  He 
likely moved on to someplace where he could try and rest more comfortably.   
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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• Families experiencing homelessness are similar to housed 
families living in poverty. In fact, many poor families – 
homeless or not – share similar characteristics: they are 
usually headed by a single woman with limited education, 
are usually young, and have high rates of domestic 
violence and mental illness. 

 
 

• Other families living in poverty, however, fall into 
homelessness, usually due to some unforeseen financial 
challenge, such as a death in the family, a lost job, or an 
unexpected bill, creating a situation where the family 
cannot maintain housing. 
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DATE:  TO BE ANNOUNCED (tba) 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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