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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
Welcome back to another issue of “The 
Voice.” Like always, if you have missed 
any of our pervious issues click the 
following link to our website and find 
them there 
(www.creativechangeproject.com). On 
the Home page of our website you will 
see a designated box for the 
newsletters, click, and you are there.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Welcome! 
 In the News 
 California law says, Free 

IDs for the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job at 

minimum wages is not 
enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in Indiana  

 Story: 
 My Homeless Experience  

 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a 

Mile in My Shoes! 
(September)  

 Food For Thought  
 
 
 
 

 
No rest for the wear… 
Working with the homeless (Page 4) 
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
A Homeless Experience – “Testimony”    
 (Page 6) 

 
Homeless sleeping at 
Airport 
CBS news finds homeless sleeping at 
LaGuardia   
(Page 2) 

http://www.creativechangeproject.com/


THE VOICE INDIANAPOLIS | Issue 1 2 
 

 

IN THE NEWS! 
 
Homeless people seen 
sleeping, bathing at 
LaGuardia Airport 
 
By: CBS New York 
December 18, 2015 

 

NEW YORK -- As Mayor 
Bill de Blasio's announced a 
new program to address the 
homelessness crisis on 
Thursday, CBS New 
York found more people in 
desperate need of help. 

Amidst the busy travel 
season, many people are 
rushing to LaGuardia 
Airport. But as CBS New 
York's Meg Baker reported 
exclusively, they may be 
surprised to see homeless 
people sleeping over a 
heating duct on a window 
ledge -- right next to a 
Christmas tree there. 

At 2 a.m. one person was 
spotted asleep in a 
wheelchair with plastic 
bags full of belongings. 
People were also seen 
camped out in sleeping 
bags, and even bathing 
themselves in public 
restrooms. 

They clean themselves and 
their clothes in full public 
view. 

"I've been staying here for a 
while," one 68-year-old 
homeless man said. "Most 
everybody here is 
homeless." 

The man said he has been 
staying at LaGuardia for 
years. He began talking to 
CBS New York's Baker near 
the baggage claim carousels 
in Terminal B. 

The man said he prefers to 
stay at the airport because 
he feels safe - pointing out a 
nearby security camera. 

"You're much safer here 
than in a shelter," the man 
said. "Because with all this 
stuff here, I can get knifed. 
I can have bedbugs on me; 
lice. I'm 68 years old. I 
don't need the hassle. I sit 
and watch CNN all day." 

The man said the others 
who were spotted around 
him had been there just as 
long. 

"They're camped out there; 
I mean, a lot of people," he 
said. 

The man said maybe 100 
people stay at the terminal, 
but they are spread out. 

At 2:30 a.m., CBS New 
York counted more than 50 
people asleep in the food 
court, near baggage claim, 
in waiting areas and tucked 
away near restrooms. There 
was an overwhelming smell 
detectable where the 
homeless congregate. 

They were also seen using 
the public restrooms to 
groom themselves. One 
man bathed and shaved 

http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/de-blasio-homeless-outreach-initiative/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/de-blasio-homeless-outreach-initiative/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/de-blasio-homeless-outreach-initiative/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/de-blasio-homeless-outreach-initiative/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/laguardia-airport-homeless-2/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/laguardia-airport-homeless-2/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/14/laguardia-airport-homeless/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/14/laguardia-airport-homeless/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/cbs2-exclusive-homeless-outreach/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/12/17/cbs2-exclusive-homeless-outreach/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/07/29/nypd-training-emotionally-disturbed-people/
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/07/29/nypd-training-emotionally-disturbed-people/
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himself in a men's room 
sink, while a woman dried 
her clothes on the women's 
room hand dryer. 

"People are working now; 
they're living paycheck to 
paycheck, you know? 
They're one paycheck away 
from sitting where I'm 
sitting," the man in 
Terminal B said. "Isn't that 
sad?" 

Some others living at the 
airport were not as friendly, 
including two people who 
were seen with cats. 

The presence of so many 
homeless people left 
passengers waiting for early 
flights concerned. 

"You kind of forget on a 
day-to-day basis that 
people are living like this 
every day," said a passenger 
named Lydia. 

"This isn't good for tourism 
either, you know, for the 
people to see when they get 
here that there's, you know, 
in the United States, people 
living in the airport," said 
passenger Sergio Brok. 

The man in Terminal B said 
police generally leave the 
homeless alone at the 
airport. 

"The Port Authority police, 
well, they don't really 
bother us -- as long as 
you're not a knucklehead," 
he said. 

During the day, the man 
said he takes a bus and then 
a subway to the 
Meatpacking District to 
panhandle. But he always 
comes back to is seat in 
front of the TV at the 
airport. 

"Maybe next year, things 
get a little bit better; I'll 
move on somewhere," he 
said. "But where can you 
go?" 
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Mission 
The Indianapolis Legal Aid Society is 
dedicated to ensuring that qualified low-
income persons living in the Central Indiana 
community have access to quality legal 
assistance for civil disputes. 

Vision 
ILAS provides dedicated, caring, and effective 
legal services to persons of limited means.  We 
protect families and individuals in civil disputes 
and remove the barriers that prevent vulnerable 
populations from becoming productive citizens. 

We at ILAS have a vision of legal assistance to 
our Central Indiana service area that differs from 
that of all other local legal service providers. 

• We serve our low-income clients quickly, 
with the best attorneys available, without 
charging fees. 

• We have no ideological, sectarian, or 
political agendas. 

Our well-defined purpose is, and always has 
been, to serve all who qualify. Lacking 
ideological, governmental, and sectarian 
encumbrances, our staff lawyers are able to 
maintain a clear focus on the Society’s mission. 
The Society’s sense of purpose and mission 
also clearly separates it from the private sector. 
For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.indylas.org/ 

 

http://www.indylas.org/
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

By: Amy L. Freeman, 
Development Director 

Sometimes my job breaks my 
heart. Today was one of those 
days. 

My desk is in earshot of our 
reception desk, in our Drop-In 
Center for clients suffering 
homelessness. I was clattering 
away at my keyboard and not 
really listening to what was 
going on in that room, but for 
some reason an elderly man's 
soft voice caught my ear. 
 
 I looked up to see a 
distinguished-looking older 
gentleman in grey fedora 
standing behind our little 
Christmas tree and holding the 
elbow of an elderly (marginally  

 
 

 
younger) man in a blue parka, 
addressing the volunteer who  
 
serves as our receptionist. I'd 
never seen either man before. 
 

"This man needs a cup of coffee 
and something to eat," said the 
older man. "Can you help 
him?" 

"Of course!" Debbie, our 
volunteer, jumped up to show 
the man where the coffee cups 
are, and went to set out some 
fresh food for him. 

"They're nice in here," the older 
man said. "Good luck." Then he 
patted the other man on his 
arm, wished him well and left. 

“No Rest for the Weary…or for 
Someone with no Bed”  
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The younger man sat down and 
started to eat, as Debbie told 
him about our meal program, 
just a few blocks away, but she 
didn't know the names of the 
streets he'd have to take to get 
there. So I stood up to, I don't 
know, kind of pantomime the 
three turns he'd have to take to 
get to the church where the 
meal was. I wrote the 
directions on some scrap paper 
for him, printing as clearly as I 
could. 
 
"Okay?" I asked, when I had 
finished. "Does that make 
sense?" 

Setting down his coffee cup, the 
man looked into my eyes, and I 
tell you, I saw such exhaustion 
and despair in them that it 
almost took my breath away. 

"I need a place to sleep," he 
said. "Can I get a bed there?" 

"I gave him the number of the 
Crisis Center," Debbie said. 
"See, sir? It's on that paper, 
right there." 

"I don't have money to make 
the call," he said. 

"You can use our phone," I 
assured him. "We have a phone 
over there, just for clients' use." 
I pointed at it. "But you'll have 
to come back at 3:00. We close 
the Center at mealtime, so you 
can go have a good hot meal, 
then come back here to make 
the call." 

"But we have to close now," 
Debbie said. "I'm sorry, sir, but 
we need to close." 

Chewing slowly on a pastry, the 
man didn't budge. Maria, our 
office manager, came to help. 

"We need to close, sir. You're 
welcome to go have a good 

meal, then come back and use 
the phone." 

"I just want to sleep," he said, 
and his eyes watered. "I just 
want to sleep." 

Maria repeated her message, as 
kindly as she could. After a few 
minutes, the man stood up and 
shuffled out the door. This just 
happened fifteen minutes 
before I typed this, so I don't 
know whether he'll be back 
when we reopen, whether he'll 
make the call or where he will 
find a place to lay his head 
tonight. 

Oh, his words pierced my 
heart. He reminded me of a 
child sick with fever, who just 
wants to sleep. No videos, no 
treats. Just, sleep. 

Sleep. 

The man's request would have 
seen a humble one, on any day. 
But amidst of all the Christmas 
ads urging us to buy things we 
might want, but don't need, his 
wish seems all the more 
poignant. 

A little rest doesn't seem like 
too much to hope for in life, 
does it? For that man, though, 
at least for today, it is. 
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: Department of Justice (DOJ) 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: Richard 
 

Many are those who see others hurting and do 
nothing. It is the Good Samaritan who has the 
courage to see those in need and to reach out and 
do something. Streets in downtown areas 
throughout our country are filled with the uncounted 
and the unseen: Individuals that move throughout 
our restaurants libraries and institutions of higher 
learning, but are not eating, reading or taking 
classes. They are moving from place to place. Sometimes they blend into 
the crowd, other times they stand out as different. They are the homeless. 
People whom have experienced some event, something, that has tossed 
them from the road to success and have found themselves in the alley of 
despair. 
 

These individuals are men, women and children that have the same basic 
needs as those who scoff at them in disgust or turn their heads away. It is 
imperative for us all to rally behind these individuals in one way or another. 
BE the Good Samaritan in their lives. 
 

One such organization is the Creative Change Project. This unique 
movement seeks to educate people regarding the social discrepancies of 
the homeless, advocate for the establishment of rights for the homeless 
community through the Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and provide for 
“hands-on” cultural competency experience through the “Walk a Mile in My 
shoes – Homeless Experience”, which I participated in during the spring of 
2015.  
 

Richard L. Rowley is a practicing attorney in Indianapolis and the Author of 
“Another Blue Rose.” He is an avid reader, writer and learner.  He has been 
married to hi college-sweetheart for over twenty years. They have two 
wonderful children. See the link below to view his website and his new 
book – Another Blue Rose.  

http://richardlrowley.com/#home 

http://richardlrowley.com/#home
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-
Project/303593586466151 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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                                       https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-19769816052 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cultural-competency-presentation-tickets-19769816052
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DATE:  Friday, April 22, 2016 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr#!form/c6rr
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On August 6, 2015, the Department of 
Justice filed a statement of interest brief 
supporting the (homeless) position in a 
case opposing a Boise, ID anti-camping 
ordinance brought by the Law Center and 
Idaho Legal Aid Services, with the pro 
bono support of Latham & Watkins LLP. 
 

Less than a week later, the U.S. 
Interagency Council on Homelessness 
(USICH) released “Ending Homelessness 
for People Living in Encampments;” 
Advancing the dialogue.  

http://www.justice.gov/opa/file/643766/download 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The 
Voice 

Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46204 

  

CreativeChangeProject.com 
 
 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/file/643766/download
http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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