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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
Welcome to the Voice, a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
 
We welcome you back to our sixth (6th) 
issue of “The Voice.” Like always, if you 
have missed any of our pervious issues click 
the following link to our website and find 
them there 
(http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr). On the 
Home page of our website you will see a 
designated box for the newsletters, click, 
and you are there.  
  
Due to the volume of questions, regarding 
homelessness (which is a good thing), we 
have changed our newsletter format a bit. 
We have moved the “Question” section to 
the end and added a “Charting the Way” 
section in its place. “Charting the Way,” will 
show homeless stats (locally and nationally) 
for those who just love numbers & charts 
and moving the “Question” section to the 
back now allows us to answer your 
questions with more than just a single 
paragraph. 
 
Below is our new format: 
 
 Welcome! 

 In the News 
 Because of “myth” Cities are 

outlawing homeless feedings. 
 Special Thanks 

 Little Caesars 
 Did you know? 

 Who are the new faces of 
homelessness? 

 Charting the Way 
 How cold should it be before 

emergency shelters open their 
doors? 

 Question 
 What is it really like living outside 

a house?? 
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Food for thought 

 Next Cultural Competency 
Presentation! (New)  

 Upcoming Art Show (New)   
 
Again, the purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the general 
public on real homeless issues and the 
truth about living homeless. Our hope is 
that we can persuade readers to facilitate 
or attend a Cultural Competency 
Presentation which will profoundly change 
the way you view homelessness. 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 

 
 
 

 
New Homeless faces 
Did you know that the faces of the 
homeless has evolved over the past 40yrs? 
(Page 4) 

 
Living outside the box?  
 (Page 6) 

 
No feeding the hungry?  
 21 U.S. Cities outlaw feeding because of 
“myth.” (Page 2) 
 

http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr
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IN THE NEWS! 
 
21 U.S. Cities Outlaw 
Feeding the Hungry Due To 
“Myth” About 
Homelessness 
 

 
By: Robbie Couch, Huffington Post 
October 21, 2014 

Ignorance regarding the root 
causes of homelessness have led 
many communities across the 
U.S. to restrict food-sharing 
around town, a new report 
claims. 

In all, 31 American cities have 
tried various methods of 
discouraging or prohibiting 
individuals or organizations from 
sharing food with their homeless 
populations since January 2013, 
according to a survey released on 
Monday by the National 
Coalition for the Homeless 
(NCH). Of those cities, 21 have 
been successful through 
legislative measures, such as 
restricting the use of public 
property and implementing 
stringent food safety regulations 
that affect some organizations' 
abilities to feed the hungry. 

The report points to several 
"myths" that seemingly justify 
such restrictions -- namely, the 
idea that feeding the homeless 
enables them to continue living 
at the bottom of the economic 
ladder. 

According to the NCH's report: 

Individuals do not remain 
homeless because of food-sharing 

programs; people remain 
homeless for reasons such as: lack 
of affordable housing, lack of job 
opportunity, mental health or 
physical disability. With all of the 
existing barriers that prevent 
individuals from finding work, 
earning an adequate wage, 
affording a safe home and caring 
for themselves, remaining 
homeless is rarely a choice at all. 

Some advocates argue restricting 
food-sharing opportunities goes 
hand-in-hand with a growing 
trend of anti-homeless laws 
sweeping the U.S., such as bans 
on sleeping on public property or 
begging on sidewalks. 

“If the biggest crimes we had to 
worry about in this country were 
sitting, sleeping (in public 
places) and eating and sharing 
food, we would be in a freaking 
good state,” Paul Boden, director 
of the Western Regional 
Advocacy Project, told Al 
Jazeera. The Western Regional 
Advocacy Project is responsible 
for launching the Homeless Bill 
of Rights campaign -- an effort 
to introduce laws in California 
and Oregon protecting homeless 

individuals from targeted 
discrimination. 

The report by the NCH pointed 
out that communities across the 
country have passed restrictive 
policies regarding food-sharing, 
with Florida and California 
leading the U.S. 

But not all findings in the report 
were negative. The NCH noted 
successful collaborations 
between cities and service 
providers, as well, including one 
in St. Augustine, Florida 
between faith-based groups and 
the local government that allows 
between 60 and 100 people in 
need to be fed every evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/16/criminalization-homelessness_n_5591787.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/07/16/criminalization-homelessness_n_5591787.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/10/20/cities-restrict-sharingfoodwithhomelesspeople.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/10/20/cities-restrict-sharingfoodwithhomelesspeople.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/homeless-bill-of-rights-california_n_5941546.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/10/07/homeless-bill-of-rights-california_n_5941546.html
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Food-Sharing2014.pdf
http://www.ap.org/
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Special Thanks! 
 

Little Caesars® pizza kitchen on wheels, 
travels across the continental United 
States and Canada meeting the needs of 
the hungry, the homeless and disaster 
survivors.  
 
Local Little Caesars franchise owners 
and company regional offices donate all 
food and labor costs for the Love Kitchen 
servings.  An estimated 50,000 Little 
Caesars franchise owners and 
employees have volunteered their time 
over the years to support the program in 
their local communities.  
 
For more information follow the link below: 
http://www.littlecaesars.com/AboutUs/CommunityRelations.aspx 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS  

http://www.littlecaesars.com/AboutUs/CommunityRelations.aspx
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eight percent (80%) of our homeless population 
suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Did you know that the homeless population 
here in Indy can be grouped in five (5) basic 
groups?  
 
  

 Did you know that homelessness 
now has “New Faces?” 
 
Forty so years ago, homelessness 
had the face of an old rugged 
traveler “jumping railcars” from city 
to city (see picture below). 
Referred to by most as the – HOBO, 
his arrival into the various cities 
was always met with mix moods. 
His needs for the most part, were 
generally minimal in nature. A hot 
meal, a few blankets, a good nights 
rest and he was more than good. 
Too, he was never one to over stay 
his welcome; as he would arrive in 
an untimely fashion likewise was 
his departure.    
    
Now, the era of the old, dirty 
homeless man is a thing of the past. 
The 'New Homeless' are your 
neighbors, co-workers, family and 
friends. They are the person you 
see at your laundry mat doing 
laundry while reading a library 
book. They are the family in the car 
next to you who you think are 
moving because of all the stuff in 
their car. They are the clean people 
on your freeway exit with the look 
of desperation and humiliation in 
their eyes. The 'New Homeless' are 
everyone.  

 
Sadly, there is a misconception 
about the homeless in our society, 
that they're just lazy and that's why 
they're in this situation. For a super 
small percentage of the population, 
that's probably true. Others have 
dependency or mental health 
issues, and some are just too far 
gone to accept help. But, a large 
number of the people on the 
streets do not wish to be there. 
Due to any number of reasons, be it 
layoffs or medical bills, they could 
no longer make rent and had 
nowhere else to go. 
 
As a result, we now have “new 
faces” of the homeless that we 
have not had in the past. We now 
have; “Couples” living on the 
streets together. Some are husband 
and wife some are not. “Veterans” 
living on the streets from all 
branches of service. And many have 
served during war times. Then we 
have “Single Moms,” who are 
challenged with having kids on the 
streets alone (in Indiana children 
cannot live on the streets). “Single 
Females,” who are at risk daily of 
sexual abuse or sexual battery 
simply because they live and sleep 
on the streets. And not necessarily 

Did you know  
By: The Creative Change Project 
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by homeless men but rather sexual 
predators in general.  
 
We have people with “Physical 
Disabilities”. Many have 
amputated legs, feet, arms and 
toes. We now have a “Teen” 
community. Many of these young 
folks have – aged out – of foster 
care or have been released from 
juvenile facilities. “Families” have 
now become a huge part of our 
community because of the 

recession. Especially those  families 
who had very few options when 
they were losing their homes. 
Lastly, we have a “Senior Citizens” 
presence. These folks are extremely 
challenged living on the streets 
because of their poor health, fragile 
state, and their inability to 
maneuver to and from daily 
resources.  
 
These are the “New Faces” of the 
homeless community. And unlike 

the forty year old face, these faces 
are less transient and more cost 
absorbing to a community. Join us 
for our next Cultural Competence 
Presentation and learn more about 
how these new faces of 
homelessness are impacting 
resources and policies.         
        
   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: (below) 
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"Life Outside the Box”  By: The Creative Change Project 

 
 

 
Question: What is it 
actually like “living” outside 
of a house or apartment 
building? How is that even 
possible? 
 
Short answer, it’s like a long 
camping trip with nothing 
close by!   
 
Seriously, people that live 
outside have considerably 
modified their lifestyle as it 
relates to “living priorities.” 
Although we don’t have the 
fabulous four walls and a 
roof, we strive to mimic the 
model via tents, tarps 
(hanging from bridges or 
trees), shanties, card board 
boxes, A-frames (built from 
plywood) and the like. As 
the home serves as a 
dwelling space of refuge for 
you, our structures serve 
more as a place to store 
things, to sleep and shelter 
us from the weather. Keep 
in mind that these 
structures vary in size and 
shapes based on location, 
number of people sharing 
the space and city 
ordinances.   
Now, it’s important to recall 
the five (5) basic groups in 
the homeless community: 
(1) those that live outside, 

(2) those that live in cars, 
(3) those that live in 
abandon houses, (4) those 
that live in shelters and (5) 
the panhandlers. This 
communication is regarding 
only those in the first group 
(those that physically live 
outside). The people that 
live in the shelters and the 
abandon houses have not 
completely made the 
mental adjustment to 
permanent outside living. 
However, the folks that live 
in cars are the closest to 
transiting to outside living 
but the panhandlers are the 
furthest from making that 
mental alteration. But all 
groups can and will live 
outside “temporarily” if 
necessary.  
 
So, this is how the rooms of 
a house are transformed to 
those living outside. The 
kitchen translates into the 
people and places that 
serve food on a daily and 
weekly basis. This is cool 
because we meet a lot of 
people through these 
ongoing fellowships. The 
living room translates into 
the public library. A space 
were homeless people 
spend the majority of their 
time. This occurs 

throughout the U.S. The 
bathroom translates into 
service centers providing 
showers, laundry and any 
other resources pertaining 
to hygiene. And this brings 
us back to the overall 
structure (mentioned 
above) which translates 
into the 
bedroom/closet/storage.  
 
This is how we make it 
work. It is not an easy or 
comfortable way of living 
but currently this is what’s 
in place. As you would 
imagine, there is 
considerable movement 
within the homeless life 
style everyday all day long. 
Hopefully, this information 
can also help dispel that 
popular myth of homeless 
people being lazy. 
.     
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Homeless Graphic Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
Check out our Facebook page to see more: http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project/303593586466151
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Sleeping in one’s own vehicle is often a last resort for people 
who would otherwise be forced to sleep on the streets. Cities 
across the nation, however, have chosen to criminalize the 
act. The number of laws prohibiting sleeping in vehicles has 
exploded across the country since 2011, increasing to a 
greater degree than any other form of criminalization law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEXT: Cultural Competency Presentation 
Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

IUPUI Social Work Commons (4130 ES) 
902 West New York Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 
6:00pm to 8:00pm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Voice 
Indianapolis 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

46202 

  

 
 

Downtown Indy 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 

Like Us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project-2/777741175590133 

Visit Our Website: 
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Creative-Change-Project-2/777741175590133
http://indy26aug.wix.com/indyhbr
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