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Welcome! 
By: Us 
 
The Voice is a newsletter by the 
homeless voices of our community. 
We thank you for your ongoing support 
and commitment to change.  
  
The purpose of this newsletter is to 
raise awareness and educate the 
general public on real homeless issues 
and the truth about living homeless.  
 
Our hope is that we can persuade 
readers to facilitate or attend a 
Cultural Competency Presentation 
which will profoundly change the way 
you view homelessness. 
 
 
We hope you enjoy our work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 In the News 
 California law says, Free 

IDs for the Homeless. 
 Special Thanks 
 Step-Up 

 Did you know? 
 Working a full-time job 

at minimum wages is 
not enough for housing? 

 Charting the Way 
 Wages needed in 

Indiana  
 Story: 
 My Homeless 

Experience  
 Homeless Graphic Art 
 Next Cultural Competency  
 Upcoming Event: Walk a 

Mile in My Shoes! 
(September)  

 Food For Thought  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Homeless Youth Perspective 
 

 
My Homeless Experience 
 

 
IN THE NEWS  
Police take blankets from the homeless 
(Page 2) 
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“Homeless Who Had 
Blankets Taken by 
Cops Challenge 
Camping Ban in 
Court” 
 
By: Chris Walker (Westword) 
Wednesday, December 28, 2016 

 

Three individuals who 
were cited for illegal 
camping in Denver 
pleaded not guilty at 
their arraignment 
hearing on Wednesday, 
December 28. 

 

Two of the defendants – 
Jerry Burton and Randy 
Russell – are experiencing 
homelessness, and are the 
individuals featured in 
a pair of viral videos that 
show Denver Police officers 
confiscating their 
blankets and tents as 
evidence of violating the 
city's Unauthorized 
Camping Ordinance. 

 

The third defendant, Terese 
Howard, is not homeless but 
is active with the 

organization Denver 
Homeless Out Loud. All 
three said that they hope 
their court challenge will 
pressure the city to repeal 
the urban-camping ban, 
which has faced increased 
scrutiny from the public this 
winter – despite the city 
maintaining that it has 
enough shelter space for 
anyone who needs it. 

“This is a prime example of 
the criminalization of the 
poor,” says their lawyer, 
Jason Flores-Williams, 
whom Westword recently 
profiled in the cover 
story “Ready for Action.” 

 

Flores-Williams also has a 
separate suit against 
Denver, challenging the 
city's homeless sweeps, 
filed in federal court. 

Concerning the three 
camping-ban citations, he 
says that his clients have 
decided to undergo a jury 
trial — risking the penalty 
of a fine or up to six months 
in jail if they lose — 
because the city has 
demonstrated constitutional 
and due-process violations 
in its enforcement of the 
anti-camping ordinance. 

 “I don't think the city is 
even aware of the 
constitutional implications 
here in calling people's 
property 'evidence,'” says 
Flores-Williams. “There's 
the defense of necessity – 
saying that these people are 
homeless. There's an Eighth 
Amendment concern – that 
this was cruel and unusual 
punishment. And there's 
going to be a due-process 
challenge...to the 

http://www.westword.com/news/videos-of-denver-police-taking-blankets-from-homeless-have-gone-viral-8582970
http://www.westword.com/news/videos-of-denver-police-taking-blankets-from-homeless-have-gone-viral-8582970
http://www.westword.com/news/videos-of-denver-police-taking-blankets-from-homeless-have-gone-viral-8582970
http://www.westword.com/news/videos-of-denver-police-taking-blankets-from-homeless-have-gone-viral-8582970
http://www.westword.com/news/as-enforcement-of-urban-camping-ban-escalates-so-do-efforts-for-its-repeal-8563331
http://www.westword.com/news/as-enforcement-of-urban-camping-ban-escalates-so-do-efforts-for-its-repeal-8563331
http://www.westword.com/news/as-enforcement-of-urban-camping-ban-escalates-so-do-efforts-for-its-repeal-8563331
http://www.westword.com/news/jason-flores-williams-is-the-gonzo-lawyer-suing-denver-over-homeless-sweeps-8568134
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characterization of people's 
property as 'evidence.'” 

At Wednesday's hearing, the 
presiding judge observed 
that the cases against the 
three defendants do have 
probable cause. “The 
statements of the [police] 
officers support the charges, 
but it doesn't mean the 
charges are true and 
provable beyond a 
reasonable doubt," the judge 
said. 

Yet Howard, Burton and 
Russell all hope that a jury 
will exonerate them and rule 
against the city's 
confiscation of tents and 
blankets. 

Burton and Russell had their 
survival gear taken from 
them at two separate 
locations on November 28: 
once near the intersection of 
27th Avenue and Arapahoe 
Street, and once in front of 

the City and County 
Building. 

After a video of the 
encounter at the City and 
County Building went viral, 
both Denver Mayor Michael 
Hancock and the Denver 
Police Department released 
statements characterizing 
that particular encounter as 
a “protest.” 

But the statements did not 
reference the earlier 
confiscations that occurred 
in the Five Points 
neighborhood (see below). 

Denver Police Confiscate 
Survival Gear from Unicorn 
Riot on Vimeo. 

“They're taking people's 
belongings in 101 different 
ways,” claims Howard. She 
says that common 
justifications include: 
"orders of removal, public 

encumbrance, and 
abandoned property." 

In his letter on December 
10, Hancock said that every 
step the city takes around 
homelessness is "intended 
to connect people with safe 
and warm places and critical 
supportive services." He 
also instructed police 
officers not to take any 
more survival gear while 
enforcing the camping ban 
through April 2017. 

For now, though, Russell 
and Burton's property still 
belongs to the city. 

Flores-Williams will make a 
motion for its return once a 
trial judge is assigned to the 
case. 

The next hearing is set for 
January 12.  

 

                                                  

http://www.westword.com/news/hancock-orders-police-to-stop-taking-blankets-tents-from-homeless-8585365
http://www.westword.com/news/hancock-orders-police-to-stop-taking-blankets-tents-from-homeless-8585365
https://www.facebook.com/denverpolice/photos/a.216526168452374.39921.175202779251380/991004554337861/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/denverpolice/photos/a.216526168452374.39921.175202779251380/991004554337861/?type=3&theater
https://vimeo.com/193964838
https://vimeo.com/193964838
https://vimeo.com/unicornriot
https://vimeo.com/unicornriot
https://vimeo.com/
http://www.westword.com/news/hancock-orders-police-to-stop-taking-blankets-tents-from-homeless-8585365
http://www.westword.com/news/hancock-orders-police-to-stop-taking-blankets-tents-from-homeless-8585365
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37 Place East 25th Street, Ste 308  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 

(317) 602 - 3260 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The program is open for 18-24 year 
olds who do not have a high school 
diploma, are low income and have 
barriers to self-sufficient 
employment. “Youth Build Indy” 
places 68 percent of its 
participants in education programs 
or employment with an 81 percent 
diploma/certification rate. 
 
Participants receive the 
opportunity and support needed to 
earn a High School Equivalency 
Diploma; identify and begin a path 
to a well-paying, high-demand 
career; transition into college or 
vocational training; receive 
credentialed construction training; 
develop critical, on-the-job work 
experience and soft skills; develop 
leadership and other key personal 
skills; and take advantage of a key 
opportunity to improve the quality 
of life in Indianapolis by 
transforming abandoned, blighted 
homes into valuable, low-income 
housing.  
 
For more information contact: 
https://www.employindy.org/OneFlow/eiYBI.aspx 
 
 
 
 

https://www.employindy.org/OneFlow/eiYBI.aspx
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HOMELESS FACTS 
 

  

80% 
Eighty percent (80%) of our homeless 
population suffer from mental health issues. 

  

60% 
Sixty percent (60%) of the homeless population 
have jobs.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact us for a Cultural Competence 
Presentation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

By: Caitlin Cheney  

As a homeless student, 
icebreakers were always 
tough for me. If my 
classmates asked about 
my family or tried to 
organize sleepovers, I 
couldn’t tell them that me 
and my younger sister 
didn’t have a place to live. 
I was afraid that if they 

knew, they would take her 
away from me. 

Even though she and I are 
three years apart, my 
sister was the best part of 
my childhood; the bond I 
have with her is the 
strongest I’ve ever had 
with anyone. 

While I saw her as a 
source of joy in my life, 

“None of My Teachers Knew I 
was Homeless. They Should 
Have”  
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she saw me as a source of 
protection. 

As someone with learning 
disabilities, my sister 
depended on me to 
protect her from our 
mother, who was often so 
enraged by my sister’s 
behavioral problems that 
she became violent and 
abusive. We moved 
around a lot too, often 
because we were evicted.  

With everything going on 
at home, school should 
have been a safe haven 
for the both of us. It 
wasn’t. 

Without a Home, Help is 
Hard to Come By 
 

While I was my sister’s 
protector at home, I had to 
be her advocate at school. 
Every time we moved to a 
new school, I did my best 
to talk to her teachers and 
principals about her 
learning disabilities ― 
hopefully without bringing 
up our homeless and 
unstable family status ― 

and make a suitable 
curriculum plan. 

You would think that the 
teachers and principals I 
spoke to would have 
wondered why a child with 
learning disabilities 
needed her older sister to 
fight for her. This should 
have been a sign to the 
school district that things 
were tough for the two of 
us or that we needed 
help.  

But nobody ever asked us 
why we were afraid to call 
our mom or go home. 
They never questioned 
why we would flinch and 
shut down when people 
became angry and loud. 

Looking back on it now, all 
the signs of abuse were 
there, maybe more 
obvious to me because I 
lived it, but not a single 
one of the five schools we 
were forced to move to 
made any real effort to 
help us. 

Instead of asking us why 
we didn’t have school 
supplies, why we couldn’t 
type up our assignment or 
go to the library, they 
punished us. 

For many teachers, 
helping students means a 
phone call home. And 
since we didn’t have a 
home, we didn’t have help. 

My Advice to Teachers 
and Schools 
 

More than 1.3 million 
students in the United 
States are homeless, 
which means that more 
than a million kids may be 
going through what I did.  

This school year, teachers 
and school districts will be 
required by federal law to 
do a better job of 
supporting students.  

Here is my advice to 
them:  

Listen to what a child 
needs and give them an 
opportunity to confide in 
you. Sometimes students 

http://www.gradnation.org/report/hidden-plain-sight
http://www.gradnation.org/report/hidden-plain-sight
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can come up with a better 
plan of action than their 
parents, so hear what they 
have to say. 

Let students know about 
all the services out there 
that can help kids in their 
situation, such as 
extracurricular activities, 
volunteer opportunities 
and the truth about foster 
care ― that it really can 
help.  

My Advice to Homeless 
Students  

To any homeless students 
out there, all I can say is 
that there is help out there 

if you keep looking for it. 
Do not internalize your 
problems, because they 
will eat at you forever. 
Don’t be afraid of the 
system, because there are 
more paths to be taken 
now than there used to be. 

And even though it will be 
hard, stay in school. 

Education is the strongest 
secret weapon anyone 
can have, because it is 
driven by your own will to 
succeed. People respect 
you more if you hold 
yourself with the dignity of 
independent thought, if 

you are willing to offer 
society everything you can 
no matter how or where 
you grew up.  

I fill my conversations with 
subjects like biology ― the 
evolutionary significance 
of archaeopteryx and 
discoveries of new species 
in deep sea trenches ― 
instead of struggles to 
understand the hate my 
mother had for her own 
child. I understand the 
former more clearly, so I 
focus on knowledge I can 
control. 

That is the key concept 
here:  

Focus on what you can 
control, like self-dignity 
and education. That’s 
something nobody can 
take away from you. 
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CHARTING THE WAY: 
Source: (see below) 
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Homeless Experience – 
Alumni  By: Devon 
 

Something I didn’t know about the homeless situation was 
how much food is available to the homeless community 
(especially on the weekends and downtown). Our first meal 
was about one hour after we had arrived for the experience. 
It was a full dinner. We had a choice between two pieces of 
fried chicken or one ex-large slice of meatloaf. Three sides 
came with the meal, Mac and cheese, green beans, fried corn 
and a salad. Desserts included, cake, pie, cookies and fruit. 
Beverages included tea, milk, soda and bottled water.  

The people serving the food were very “in-tune” with the 
homeless people. They really took pleasure in serving us and making us feel like human beings. 
The group serving the food was a large group, so they were able to fellowship one-on-one with 
those dining that evening.  It kinda felt like “talk therapy with a meal.” Not a single need went 
unmet that night.  

The next morning, we were up at 6:30a. After we had stored our sleeping things we were off to 
a church downtown called – Roberts Park. In the parking lot of this church, people, groups and 
organizations were bringing all sorts of things for the homeless. I saw so many things given out 
like blankets, jackets, backpacks, batteries, clothes, shoes, wash towels, sleeping bags and 
more. But the main thing given out was food. It was like a homeless buffet. Everyone seemed 
happy and focused. Every time a car, truck or van would pull into the parking lot the crowd 
would shift to see what new was being offered. This went on for about 5 hours or so.  

Then we moved over to the Central Library. As we arrived, across the street there were people 
serving food in the park. It was two different groups serving, one with “hot dogs and chips” and 
the other with “ham sandwiches and chips.” Maurice said that Saturday was the most popular 
day when it came to serving the homeless. People would be coming to that park serving food all 
day long he said.  

From the time we started the Homeless Experience till the very end we had more than enough 
to eat. Actually, I now understand why some homeless people carry so many bags – it’s all the 
food that has been given to them throughout the day. My own backpack was full of food from 
the different places we visited. Funny thing, I had already packed some sandwiches and 
crackers for the weekend because I was thinking the opposite. For whatever reason, I thought 
we would be begging for food or dumpster diving (ridiculous, I know but I didn’t know what to 
expect). Turns out, the flow of food for the homeless is really good. To all those people who 
volunteer their time, service and dedication, you have certainly inspired something in me to do 
more and for that - I thank you.         
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FREE HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Fact: Over half a million people are homeless. On any given night, 
there are over 600,000 homeless people in the U.S., according to the US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Most people are 
spending the night either in homeless shelters or in some sort of short-term 
transitional housing. Slightly more than a third are living in cars or under 
bridges or are in some other way living unsheltered. 

Fact: Many people are homeless because they cannot afford 
rent. The lack of affordable housing is a primary cause of homelessness, 
according to the NLCHP. HUD has seen its budget slashed by over 50 
percent in recent decades, resulting in the loss of 10,000 units of subsidized 
low-income housing each and every year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/ahar-2013-part1.pdf
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/ahar-2013-part1.pdf
http://www.nlchp.org/
http://nlchp.org/documents/UPR_Housing_Report_2014
http://nlchp.org/documents/UPR_Housing_Report_2014
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                                       http://indy26aug.wixsite.com/indyhbr 

http://indy26aug.wixsite.com/indyhbr
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DATE:  Coming Soon! 
 

TIME: 5pm Friday (Begin) – 2pm Sunday (End) 
 

LOCATION:  Downtown Indianapolis  
 
Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be homeless and live out on the streets? Come see 
firsthand the situations that homeless individuals face daily by “Walking a Mile in my Shoes.” This new 
program will allow you to: 
 

1. Engage with the homeless of our community   
2. Meet those who serve the homeless community 
3. Acquire knowledge regarding the growing crisis of homelessness and 
4. Become aware of the public’s attitudes towards people who are homeless 

 
Space is limited, so visit our website to sign up for this rare experience. A general itinerary is listed on our website for preview.  
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                                                                 http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

http://indy26aug.wix.com/hand-of-hope
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Over the past 25 years, cities across the country 
have penalized people who are forced to carryout 
life-sustaining activities on the street and in public 
spaces; despite the fact these communities lack 
adequate affordable housing and shelter space. 
Many of these measures are designed to move 
homeless persons out of sight, and at times out of a 
given city.  
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http://www.creativechangeproject.com/
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